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The truth about Palestine’s

By Stephen Millies

The world is horrified at Pales-
tinians being massacred in Gaza by
Israel using U.S. bombs and shells.
Entire families have been exter-
minated, with 5,000 children mur-
dered. Another 80 Palestinians were
killed on Nov. 18 when Israel bombed
Gaza’s Jabalia refugee camp.

These war crimes included Israe-
li tanks attacking Al-Shifa Hospital,
Gaza’s largest medical facility. Israe-
li soldiers fired upon doctors.

The World Health Organization
described the carnage as a “death
zone.” Thirty-two babies remained
there in extremely critical condition.

The total death toll in Gaza by Nov.
17 is over 12,000. Meanwhile, Israeli
settlers and soldiers are on a shoot-
ing spree on the West Bank, with at
least 205 Palestinians killed there.

Within the United States — the center
of world capitalism and political reaction
— a movement in defense of Palestine
has swept the country. Three hundred
thousand people demonstrated in Wash-
ington, D.C., on Nov. 4 while multiple pro-
tests are happening daily, often in small-
er communities. Many Jewish people
have joined these anti-racist actions.

President Biden and both the Demo-
cratic and Republican parties continue

|

to oppose a ceasefire. They insist that the
killing of Palestinians continue.

The response of the capitalist media
and politicians to the growing anti-war
movement is always the same. They de-
mandingly ask:

What about Hamas? What about the
Oct. 7 attacks and killings of Israeli “ci-
vilians”? What about the hostages?

All these questions are misdirections
meant to justify the bloody war on Gaza.
Here are the facts.

Resistance is justified

1. Oppressed people have a right to
fight for their freedom. They pick
their own leaders and organizations.
The Islamic Resistance Movement,
also known as Hamas, is the elected
government of Gaza.
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The attacks on Hamas as being
“Islamist” are bigotry. Two billion hu-
man beings are Muslims. The attacks on
Hamas are similar to the attacks on Mal-
colm X and the Nation of Islam.

2. For 75 years, the Palestinian people
have been driven from their home-
land. The majority of Gaza’s popula-
tion are refugees or descendants of
refugees from the rest of Palestine.

The Great March of Return

3. The corporate media has been
silent about the 2018-19 Great
March of Return. Thousands of
unarmed Palestinians marched up
to the fences that surround Gaza
and prevented them from returning

to their homes. .
Continued on page 4
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Queers for Palestine march in New York

By Melinda Butterfield

Thousands of people joined a Queers
for Palestine march in New York City on
Nov. 12. The crowd was young, militant,
and angry about the deluge of Israe-
li pinkwashing aimed at the LGBTQ+
community in the U.S.

Speakers representing Palestinian,
Muslim, and Jewish communities
emphasized that Israel’s genocidal
bombing of Gaza demonstrates that
queer liberation is impossible without
Palestinian national liberation. Activ-
ists also called on prominent LGBTQ+
figures and politicians to take a stand
in solidarity with Palestine.

From Union Square, the marchers
took over 14th Street, heading to the
Stonewall Inn - site of the 1969 Stone-
wall Rebellion - and concluded in
Washington Square Park.

SLL photo: Melinda Butterfield
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Trip to Egypt for Global Conscience

Convoy: Day one

By Lev Koufax

When I told my parents I was travel-
ing to Cairo, they immediately assumed
that I would somehow find myself on the
wrong side of a Hamas rocket the second
I stepped off the plane because I am a
Jew. This is really less a condemnation of
my parents than an example of the cra-
ziness among many whipped up by the
U.S. war propaganda machine.

The fact that Cairo is hundreds of
miles from the Palestinian border and
that Egyptisn’t actively at war with Isra-
el didn’t seem to matter. Reason doesn’t
seem to matter when it comes to the cas-
cade of U.S.-pushed lies. Either way, I am
thrilled to report that neither myself —
from the Baltimore Peoples Power As-
sembly — nor John Parker — a national
organizer for the Socialist Unity Party
and the Harriet Tubman Center for So-
cial Justice in Los Angeles and current
congressional candidate — were struck
by any missile of any kind upon our ar-
rival in Cairo.

I guess I should count myself lucky
that I was spared from the supposed
great epidemic of Hamas missiles hur-
tling through the Middle East.

Piff aside, John and I landed here yes-
terday in Egypt’s capital city and one
of the urban centers of the Arab world.
While Cairo is an amazing city, the na-
ture of our trip is not leisure. We came
to Cairo to join the Global Conscience
Convoy, a massive humanitarian and
journalist convoy to Gaza organized by
the national Egyptian Journalists’ Union
and a coalition of socialist organizations
here in Egypt. The goal of the convoy is
not only to deliver material aid. On the
convoy will be truth-telling war corre-
spondents intent on showing the horrors
of Israeli genocide to the world and re-
lieving the severely embattled journal-
ist core inside Gaza.

At least 60 journalists have been killed
since Oct. 7 throughout the Gaza Strip as
the IDF continues to target reporters of
all stripes intentionally. For that reason,
nearly 170 journalists from all over the
world converged on Egypt to organize and

partake in this human-
itarian convoy to the
Rafah border crossing.
They hope to provide
much-needed supplies
and coverage of Israel’s
atrocities against the
Palestinian people. The
world deserves to know
the truth.

The Convoy was
initially supposed to -
launch on Nov. 24. However, the Egyp-
tian government held up security clear-
ances with the hope of sabotaging such
a show of strength and solidarity by
unions and socialist organizations here
in Egypt. Since the announcement that
the Convoy would be postponed, orga-
nizers on the ground and around the
globe have ramped up the pressure on
Prime Minister El Sisi’s military junta
to allow the nearly 60,000 pounds of ma-
terial aid through to the Rafah border
crossing. The general message has been:
How dare one of the largest governments
in the Arab world deny material and po-
litical relief to the Palestinian people as
Gaza burns?

As it almost always does, the pressure
is working. Turns out, when we fight, we
win. There isn’t confirmation yet, but the
hard-working organizers in the Egyptian
Journalists’ Union and the local Popular

s "

Join the

World’s 41815
Conscience yuows
Convoy Llall

Committee in
Solidarity with
the Palestinian
People have ex-
pressed cautious
hope that the
convoy could go
¥ forward in the
# coming days or
weeks due to the
increasing pres-
A sure and the re-
cently announced 4-day truce between
occupation forces and the Palestinian
resistance.

If the convoy is able to leave soon, you
can bet that John and I will be on it. In
the meantime, solidarity demonstra-
tions are planned over the next several
daysin Cairo. We will also meet with the
protest organizers and the Convoy itself.
We hope to not only contribute to the
struggle in Egypt any way we can during
our brief stay but also to bring back this
message of truth: Israel’s genocide of the
Palestinian people is not only very real,
but it is worsening and must be stopped.

We hope to provide regular updates on
Struggle-La Lucha as the trip progress-
es. Palestinian solidarity will never die!
Down with Israel! Long live Palestine!

Please follow @globalconscienceconvoy
on Instagram for further updates and
calls to action.

Mississippi rallies for Gaza

® On November 9,

f Mississippians
rallied to stop the
U.S.-Israeli genocide

against the
Palestinian people.
They demonstrated
in the capital city,

" Jackson, at the
intersection of
Woodrow Wilson
and North State
Street.

- Gregory E. Williams

Photos by Central Mississippi Antifa
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The truth about Palestine’s freedom struggle

Continued from page 1

The protesters were also demanding
an end to the Israeli economic blockade
of Gaza that began in 2005. Israeli snip-
ers responded to these protests by kill-
ing 266 Palestinians.

Forty-six of those killed were chil-
dren. Another 8,000 were wounded with
live ammunition, part of the over 36,000
who were injured. A single Israeli sol-
dier was given a one-month prison sen-
tence for the “unauthorized shooting” of
a 14-year-old boy who was killed.

The Oct. 7 offensive

4. The Al-Aqsa Flood offensive that be-
gan Oct. 7 consisted of not only Hamas
but also other Palestinian resistance
organizations. Among them is the
Popular Front for the Liberation of
Palestine, whose founder, Dr. George
Habash, was a revolutionary socialist.

This fightback was named after the
famous Al-Aqsa mosque in Al-Quds (Je-
rusalem), which has been under attack
by Zionist settlers and police.

5. Despite unlimited backing from
the Pentagon, the Zionist State
could barely cope with the Al-Agsa
offensive. Their billion-dollar system
of ghetto walls, automated machine
guns, and sensors was overwhelmed
by the Palestinian freedom fighters.

The Al-Agsa Flood is reminiscent of
the 1968 Tet offensive by Vietnamese lib-
eration forces. It completely surprised
the oppressors, both in Israel and at the
Pentagon.

Some of the Palestinian freedom fight-
ers used hang gliders to leap over the
apartheid barriers. As Dr. Huey P. New-
ton — the founder of the Black Panther
Party — said, “The power of the people
is greater than the man’s technology.”

Biden and Netanyahu lie
6. Both U.S. President Joe Biden and

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin

Netanyahu shamelessly lie about

the Al-Agsa Flood offensive. Biden

even claimed he saw pictures of Is-
raeli children who had been behead-
ed, a whopper that the White House
had to retract.

Netanyahu tried to use a picture of a
burnt Israeli baby, which was actually
created by artificial intelligence (AID).
The latest Zionist falsehood is that an

elevator shaft at Al-Shifa hospital is a

secret “Hamas tunnel.”

7. No proof has been offered for the lurid
stories of the Palestinian freedom fight-
ers committing rapes. This is the stuff
used to mobilize lynch mobs. It aims to
justify the mass killing of Palestinian
adults, children, and babies.

Political prisoners are also hostages

8. Two hundred forty prisoners were
taken during the Al-Aqsa offensive.
The media calls them hostages. They
were taken so they could be exchanged
for Palestinian political prisoners,
which numbered 4,500 as of June.
Since the beginning of the Al-Aqgsa

offensive, another 2,000 Palestinians

have been detained. They are being jailed
under “administrative detention” with-
out trial or charge. Torture is routine.

9. Israeli authorities have lowered the
number of Israelis killed to 1,200.
They admit that 340 were soldiers.
Many of the colonial settlers — whom
the U.S. media call civilians — were
killed by the so-called friendly fire of
Zionist troops.

Yasmin Porat, a 44-year-old mother
of three, told how Israeli forces fired in-
discriminately at both the Palestinian
fighters and their Israeli prisoners. “They
eliminated everyone, including the hos-
tages,” she told Israeli radio. “There was
very, very heavy crossfire” and even
tank shelling, she said.

The Israeli newspaper Haaretz also
reported that Israeli tanks and helicop-
ters fired on Israelis. The Palestinian
fighters, on the other hand, wanted to
take as many prisoners alive as possible
to exchange them for jailed Palestinians.

Remember Attica
10. The Israeli military’s willingness
to kill their own to prevent pris-
oner exchanges is in line with its
“Hannibal doctrine,” a slur for the
great African general. This directive
calls for the use of “maximum force”
to prevent any Israeli soldiers or
civilians from being captured, even
if this results in the death of Israelis.
The “Hannibal doctrine” is no differ-
ent than what happened at Attica prison
in 1971. New York Gov. Nelson Rockefel-
ler had his state police open fire on the
prisoners even though guards would be
killed as well.

Rockefeller did this so he wouldn’t
have to come to an agreement with the
prisoners who were demanding human
rights. The media then spread the story,
later debunked, that prisoners had cut
the guards’ throats.

Never forget the Nakba

11. The colonial settler state of Israel
was born In 1948 with 800,000
Palestinians forced out of their
homes and 531 villages destroyed.
Eighty-five percent of Palestinians
were displaced.

Fifteen thousand were murdered dur-
ing what Palestinians call the Nakba,
which is Arabic for catastrophe.

Over 100 Palestinians were Kkilled in
Deir Yassin by Zionist terror gangs on
April 9, 1948.

Malcolm X & Che visited Gaza ghetto
12. Malcolm X said, “The Zionist
argument to justify Israel’s present
occupation of Arab Palestine has no
intelligent or legal basis in history.”
Malcolm X went to Gaza in 1964 and
saw the wretched conditions there.
Gaza is today the world’s biggest pris-
on, with 2.3 million inhabitants.
Che Guevara visited Gaza on a soli-
darity mission in 1959.

Apartheid Israel

13. The Zionist state is an apartheid
regime. An apartheid wall separates
Palestinians living in the Bantustans
on the West Bank from their sisters
and brothers within the pre-1967
borders of Israel.

Israel even has a system of segregated
highways. Israelis and Palestinians have
different color license plates, which de-
termine what roads Arabs can travel on.

It’s for these reasons that Nelson
Mandela, in a 1997 speech, declared,
“We know too well that our freedom is
incomplete without the freedom of the
Palestinians.” Just as Palestinians are
labeled “terrorists,” Nelson Mandela
was on the U.S. government’s terrorist
watch list until 2008.

A racist sewer

14. Israel continues to be a racist
cesspool. Former Israeli Minister of
Heritage Amichay Eliyahu called for
dropping an atomic bomb on Gaza.

Continued on page 9
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INTERNATIONAL LABO

An appeal from the Palestinian

General Federation of Trade Unwns

(PGFTU) for solidarity.

On Oct. 16, the Palestinian f
General Federation of Trade }
Unions (PGFTU) issued an ur-
gent call for international trade
unions to take action against
governments, like the U.S,, that
are arming Israel with weap-
ons for the impending carnage of
2.3 million people in Gaza and the ethnic
cleansing of Palestine.

The statement by the Palestinian trade
unions called on all workers:

« To refuse to build weapons destined
for Israel.

« To refuse to transport weapons to Israel.

« To pass motions in their trade union
to this effect.

« To take action against companies who
have contracts with your institution.

« Pressure governments to stop military
trade with Israel and, as in the case of
the U.S., funding it.

PGFTU urged: “The genocidal situa-
tion can only be prevented by a mass
increase of global solidarity with the
people of Palestine to restrain the Israeli
war machine. We take inspiration from
previous mobilizations by trade unions
... where global solidarity limited the ex-
tent of colonial brutality.”

Around the world, unions have been
responding in solidarity with the people
of Gaza and the West Bank, most often
in opposition to the policies of their own
governments.

Unions leading the labor movement
in the U.S. advocating a ceasefire are the
APU postal workers, the UAW auto work-
ers Regions 6 and 9A, and the National
Writers Union. A Starbucks Workers Unit-
ed leaflet read: “We Stand with Palestine.”

Other key unions are the United Food
and Commercial Workers (UFCW); Elec-
trical Workers (UE); and UFCW Locals
3000 and 520, which have initiated a
labor call for a ceasefire. They are be-
ing joined by a growing list of labor or-
ganizations across the country, includ-
ing SEIU-United Service Workers West
(USWW.) The Western Mass Area Labor
Federation AFL-CIO (WMALF) voted

"THSFACTORY ARMS GENOCI

Kent, England, activists disrupted operations at a weapons supplier to Israel.

unanimously at its delegate body on Nov.
13 to call for a ceasefire in Gaza.

Teachers’ unions, like those in Chica-
go, Massachusetts, Minneapolis, and San
Antonio, have made passionate appeals
for cessation of Israel’s violent assault on
children and families in Gaza. The Stu-
dent Workers of Columbia have been or-
ganizing support for a “free Palestine.”

On Oct. 20, a march co-sponsored by
the Movement of Rank-and-File Edu-
cators (MORE), a caucus in the NY UFT,
shut down Third Avenue, a major artery
in New York City.

‘Action at the point of production’

Ports are vital in the supply chain for
arms and weapons to Israel. Coordina-
tion between communities and their
local longshore unions is essential in
operations carried out to block military
shipping. It is generally understood that
union members are not permitted to
cross community picket lines. Organized
workers know that an action at the “point
of production” is the most successful.

On Nov. 3-4, in the Port of Oakland,
California, and the Port of Tacoma,
Washington, the U.S. military vessel MV
Cape Orlando was delayed by protests
after merchant marine workers told the
Arab Resource and Organizing Center
(AROC) about the ship’s departure. Itis a
part of the U.S. fleet that is replenishing
military stockpiles in Israel with tanks,
armored personnel carriers, and mobile
rocketlaunchers, aswell as troop trucks,
cargo trucks, and Humvees.

On Nov. 17, the San Francisco long-
shore union ILWU Local 10 unanimously
passed a solidarity resolution: “A message
to the PGFTU expressing our solidarity
and determination to take action in their
defense consistent with our actions in the

Nov. 27, 2023 Page 5

By Lallan Schoenstein

OLIDARITY

i}\\\‘\ past and the ILWU’s princi-
pled position of defending

Palestinian rights. The UN
calls Gaza an ‘open air pris-
on’ of 2.2 million Palestin-
ians. ... It is no surprise that
there would inevitably be a
rebellion.”

“We additionally call on
trade unions both nation-
ally and internationally

to support PGFTU, a ceasefire and an end
to Israeli apartheid oppression,” the res-
olution says. A Local 10 official will read
the resolution to the Oakland and San
Francisco city councils, and the union
will encourage the ILWU international
and district councils to pass similar res-
olutions.

Trent Willis, a current member and
former president of Local 10, said: “Our
members are very concerned with the
news we’re hearing about innocent ci-
vilians being killed in the Gaza Strip
right now. And it’s not only our member-
ship, but there are protests going on all
around this country for a ceasefire.”

In San Francisco, on Nov. 17, the Inland
Boatmen’s Union (IBU) issued another res-
olution calling for an immediate ceasefire
and the delivery of life-saving aid to meet
the needs of millions of people in Gaza.

ZIM shipping

ZIM is the main commercial corpora-
tion shipping military supplies to Israel.
It is one of the top ten largest shipping
lines in the world. Workers in Palestine
see ZIM as a strategic target, particularly
in ports with direct routes to Israel.

Many military components enter and
exit the U.S. via its East Coast ports — pri-
marily New York/Newark, Savannah,
Charleston, and the Port of Virginia.
This is because military supply chains
operate with components produced in
Europe and assembled in the U.S. Also,
these ports are typically unionized by
the International Longshoremen’s As-
sociation (ILA), which has not actively
blocked ZIM ships.

On Nov. 17 in Norfolk, Virgina, a
demonstration at the ZIM headquarters
organized by the Southern Workers As-

Continued on page 6
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Pentagon secretly poured in arms

By Gary Wilson

According to a Nov. 14 Bloomberg re-
port, the U.S. has been “quietly” pouring
in weapons and ammunition from U.S.
and NATO stockpiles for the invasion of
Gaza. These are arms that are not part of
the official Congress-approved military
aid to the apartheid state of Israel. Quiet-
ly is Bloomberg’s weasel word for secret.

Bloomberg reported that the Pentagon
has “quietly increased military assis-
tance” to the Israeli apartheid forces, ful-
filling requests for additional laser-guid-
ed missiles for its Apache gunship fleet,
155mm shells, night-vision devices, bun-
ker-buster munitions, and new army
vehicles. Bloomberg quoted an internal
Defense Department list.

The military armaments go beyond
the widely known provision of Iron
Dome interceptors and Boeing smart
bombs. As of late October, deliveries in-
cluded all 36,000 rounds of 30mm can-
non ammunition, 1,800 of the requested
M141 bunker-buster munitions, and a
minimum of 3,500 night-vision devices.
The ammunition for AH-64 Apache he-
licopter gunships includes about 2,000

Hellfire Laser Guided missiles made by
Lockheed Martin.

There can be no question that the U.S. is
fully behind the apartheid regime’s “eth-
nic cleansing” of the Gaza Strip, an opera-
tion that began after President Joe Biden’s
theatrical public embrace of Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu in Tel Aviv. It
was the hug that launched an invasion.

Zionist-occupied Palestine — “Israel”
—is an apartheid settler state, more like
a U.S. colony. Joe Biden recently repeated
aline he famously said in 1986: “If there
were not an Israel, we’d have to invent
one.” Actually, they did invent one.

Although the British declared the cre-
ation of the settler colony in the 1917 Bal-
four Declaration, it was after World War
II, with British power fading, that the Zi-
onist state of Israel was founded (invent-
ed) with the backing of the United States.
It couldn’t and wouldn’t have been done
without U.S. backing. From that begin-
ning, Israel could not have existed for
even one day without U.S. financial and
military support.

The United States has officially given Is-
rael more than $260 billion in combined
military and economic aid since g

Labor solidarity with Palestine

Continued from page 5

sembly was highly successful, reported-
ly with a great turnout. With the demon-
stration beginning at 3 p.m., ZIM shut
down and sent everyone home at 2 p.m.

The Port of New Orleans in Louisiana
has economic ties with the Port of Ash-
dod in Tel Aviv, Israel. On Nov. 3, pro-
testers gathered outside the annual State
of the Port event at the Sheraton Hotel.
Activists demanded that the Port admin-
istrators, along with local government
officials, cut all ties with the Zionist
apartheid state.

Around the world

The international union movement has
been responding in solidarity actions.

Belgian trade unions were among
the first to take action. In a joint press
release, the Belgian transport workers’
unions called on their members to re-
fuse to load or unload arms shipments

being shipped or flown to Is-
French longshore unions were s
on board, along with the Bel-
gian dockworkers.

Workers at the Catalan Port
of Barcelona are refusing to
load military equipment desig-
nated for Israel.

In the Port of Melbourne, Australia,
Trade Unionists for Palestine are also
blocking ZIM. The red, gold, and black
flags of the Indigenous peoples of Austra-
lia are seen on the picket line. On Nov. 14,
more than 50,000 people protested at the
parliament in Sidney.

The Liverpool dock workers held a
meeting with the community to talk
about the war in Gaza and the West
Bank. They passed a resolution defend-
ing the Palestinians and called for the
end of the shipment of war materiel
from Liverpool. They are reaching out
to other ports in Britain. Thousands of

4 JUSTICE
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World War II, plus about $10 billion more
in contributions for missile defense sys-
tems like the Iron Dome, according to a
U.S. News report. No other country in the
world has received such military and eco-
nomic support from the U.S. Some have
even called it the 51st state of the U.S.

In a speech in December 1981, Gen. Al-
exander Haig, Ronald Reagan’s Secretary
of State, said Israel is “the largest Amer-
ican aircraft carrier in the world that
cannot be sunk, does not carry even one
American soldier, and is located in a crit-
ical region for American national securi-
ty” (source: NYT article, Dec. 15, 1981).

The profits of this “American aircraft
carrier” go to Big Oil and the military-in-
dustrial weapons manufacturers.

Taking over Europe’s gas market

Since the 1990s, Washington and Wall
Street have been trying to take over the
natural gas market in Europe from Rus-
sia. The Nord Stream pipeline was the
primary route for Russian natural gas,
and Nord Stream 2 was built to expand
capacity. Before the NATO proxy war

Continued on page 7

5,000 South African workers are on strike against
the Israeli-owned Clover Dairy company.

youtube.com/watch?v=q8I3vjf|G_8

people have marched in Liverpool and
Manchester, calling for an end to Israel’s
attacks in Gaza.

United Tech & Allied Workers of Brit-
ain (UTAW-CWU) answered the appeal
from the Palestinian (PGFTU) for union
solidarity by calling for the “internation-
al labor movement to end all complicity
and take concrete action against arms
supplies to Israel.”

In Kent, England, more than 400 activ-
ists disrupted operations at a factory be-
longing to BAE Systems, a key weapons
supplier to Israel. The largest weapons
firm in Britain, BAE manufactures “ac-

Continued on page 7
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Continued from page 6

against Russia began, Victoria Nuland,
then undersecretary of state for polit-
ical affairs, declared that “one way or
another Nord Stream 2 will not move
forward.” On Sept. 27, 2022, the pipeline
was blown up by the U.S. military, as re-
ported by Seymour Hersch.

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken
called the disruption of the Nord Stream
pipelines a “major strategic opportunity
for years to come” and highlighted that
the “U.S. has become the leading suppli-
er of liquefied natural gas (LNG) to Eu-
rope,” which is at a significantly higher
price than the Russian natural gas.

LNG, delivered by ships, is the only
alternative available right now to Rus-
sian natural gas delivered through pipe-
lines. The top two suppliers worldwide
of LNG are the U.S. and Qatar. The North
Field East Project of Qatar Energy is an
ExxonMobil, ENI, Total Energies, Cono-
coPhillips, and Shell partnership. They
are talking of a pipeline across occupied
Palestine to the Mediterranean to expe-
dite deliveries to Europe.

Continued from page 6

tive interceptor systems” for Israel’s F-35
stealth combat aircraft.

United under the banner “Workers for
a Free Palestine,” British health workers,
teachers, hospitality workers, academics,
artists, and more — members of unions
such as Unite, Unison, GMB, the NEU, the
BMA, the UCU, Bectu and the BFAWU —
halted BAE operations and called for an
immediate end to Israel’s bombardment
of Gaza. They set up a picket line to pre-
vent deliveries to the site.

The Japanese union, Dora Chiba (the
National Railway Motive Power Union),
supports the PGFTU call for solidarity.
The union says, “We wholeheartedly sup-
port the fierce struggle of the Palestinian
people.” They pledged to fight their gov-
ernment’s imperialist policies: the cause
of oppression of the people and war. The
Japanese government is one of those send-
ing weapons and financial aid to Israel.

Similar actions are occurring all
over the world. In Brazil, CUT, the larg-
est trade union federation representing
more than 7.4 million workers, passed
a resolution pledging unwavering sup-
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The natural gas U.S. oil
giant Chevron already
plunders natural gas from
the stolen waters off Pal-
estine. Chevron operates
a major natural gas facili-
ty located 12 miles off the
coast in the territorial wa-
ters of the Palestinian Territory of Gaza.
Asthe New York Times reported, this has
been projected to become a hub for ex-
porting natural gas to Europe through
the proposed EastMed pipeline.

Military-industrial profits soar

Never to be underestimated, “Wall
Street eyes big profits from war,” was a
Guardian headline on Oct. 30.

“Wall Street is hoping for an explosion
in profits,” the Guardian reports.

“During third-quarter earnings calls
this month, analysts from Morgan Stan-
ley and TD Bank took note of this poten-
tial profit-making escalation in conflict

From Dhaka, Bangladesh to the Middle East,
Africa, Asia, North & South America, Europe -
around the world, workers are protesting

in solidarity with Palestine

pe 8 ; it

port for the Palestinians. The Canadian
Union of Public Employees (CUPE) ad-
opted a resolution calling for the govern-
ment to “end its sale of arms to Israel.”
In Colombia, the miners’ union wants a
suspension of the supply of all minerals
and fuels to Israel. The Central Trade
Union Council of India (AICCTU), repre-
senting more than 600,000 workers, is
calling to unions for a boycott of arms
shipments to Israel. In Poland, the larg-

In October, Boeing rushed delivery of 1,000 Joint Direct Attack
Munition (JDAM) bombs to the apartheid armed forces.

Nov. 27, 2023
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and asked unusually blunt questions
about the financial benefit of the war ...

“Joe Biden has asked Congress for
$106bn in military and humanitarian
aid for Israel and Ukraine and human-
itarian assistance for Gaza. The money
could be a boon to the aerospace and
weapons sector, which enjoyed a 7-per-
centage point jump in value ...

“Greg Hayes, Raytheon’s chairman
and executive director, responded: ‘I
think really across the entire Raytheon
portfolio, you're going to see a benefit of
thisrestocking ... on top of what we think
is going to be an increase in the [Depart-
ment of Defense] top line [budget].” &
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Keep chanting, ‘From the River to
the Sea, Palestine will be free!’

By Stephen Millies

Tens of thousands came to the Mall
in Washington, D.C., on Nov. 14 to sup-
port the bloody U.S. / Israeli war against
Gaza. Over 11,000 Palestinians have
been killed so far, including at least
4,609 children.

The hate rally was called by Zionist
organizations led by a small section of
U.S. capitalists who are Jewish. Many
Jewish people and organizations like
Jewish Voice for Peace oppose the racist
Israeli regime.

The turnout for the Zionist rally was
barely a third of the 300,000 people who
came to the Nov. 4 demonstration for
Palestine.

Nov. 14 rally organizers invited Mike
Johnson, the new speaker of the House
of Representatives, to speak. Johnsonis a
Christian nationalist who opposes wom-
en’s rights and hates LGBTQ+ people.

He repeats the fascist claim that immi-
grants from Africa, Latin America, and
Asia are carrying out a “great replace-
ment” of whites. As the 60th anniver-
sary approaches of
the Dallas coup d’état
that killed JFK, this
bigot would become
president if Joe Biden
and Kamala Harris
got knocked off.

Johnsondenounced
calls for a ceasefire in the war against
Gaza, saying, “The calls for a ceasefire
are outrageous.” The pro-Israeli crowd
responded by chanting, “no ceasefire.”

Yelling “no ceasefire” is cheering the
killing of Palestinian children. It’s ap-
proving the bombing of hospitals in Gaza.

The day after the Nov. 14 rally, Israeli
forces invaded Al-Shifa Hospital, Gaza’s
largest. Incubators were turned off be-
cause the electric generators ran out of
fuel. Babies were somehow kept alive
with aluminum foil.

Al-Nasr Children’s Hospital was also
occupied by Israeli soldiers. “We said
goodbye to the children, left them on
the machines, and left the hospital with
guns pointed at us,” said one of the doc-
tors there. “There are more than 150

Real hate mongers love Zionism

children in the hospital who were left
for their fates, and there is no one else in
the hospital.”

Anyone who opposes a ceasefire, like
Biden, has blood on their hands. That
applies to Senate Majority leader Chuck
Schumer, who spoke at the Nov. 14 hate
rally. And that means you, Bernie Sand-
ers, who also denounced any ceasefire.

Fascists for Israel

An estimated 100,000 people came to
a Nov. 12 rally in Paris to supposedly
denounce anti-Jewish racism. It real-
ly served to cheer on Israeli atrocities
while ignoring the racism directed at
Arab, African, and immigrant commu-
nities in France.

Among those who came was Marine Le
Pen, the leader of the fascist Rassemble-
ment National. Her daddy, Jean-Marie Le
Pen, claimed that Hitler’s gas chambers
were “merely a detail.”

During Algeria’s war of independence,
French colonialism killed a million Al-
gerians, 40,000 of
whom were tor-
tured to death by
scum that included
Jean-Marie Le Pen.

French cops rou-
tinely  brutalize

SR ik Arab and African
people. Hundreds of Algerians were
killed on Oct. 17, 1961, by Paris police,
who dumped their bodies in the Seine
River.

The same capitalist class that deport-
ed 76,000 French Jews to Nazi extermi-
nation camps carried out the murder of
Algerians.

Any genuine rally against racism in
France has to condemn the attacks on
Arab and African people, as well as Isra-
el’s atrocities against Palestinians. Gaza
ghetto is today’s Warsaw Ghetto.

Another supporter of Israel is Italian
Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni, who
worships Adolf Hitler’s best buddy,
Benito Mussolini. The Italian fascist dic-
tator killed a million people in Ethiopia
and another million in Libya.

Italian workers, who were Mussoli-
ni’s first victims, shot the sawdust Cae-
sar and hanged his naked body upside
down in Milano. Meloni’s fascist sympa-
thies didn’t prevent Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu from welcom-
ing her to the Zionist state.

While fascists and other bigots sup-
port Israeli atrocities, capitalist govern-
ments have decreed the slogan, “from
the River to the Sea, Palestine will be
free!” to be hate speech.

Fear of a Palestinian majority

It’s strange that a slogan that refers
to geography should be so controver-
sial. Pre-1948 maps of the region clearly
show that Palestine does indeed extend
from the Jordan River to the Mediterra-
nean Sea.

What should be shocking are the wild,
expansive Zionist claims to Arab lands.

The election symbol of the old Herut
party displays the Zionist state as occu-
pying not only all of Palestine but Jordan
as well. Herut — which was denounced
by Albert Einstein as fascist — was a
predecessor of Netanyahu’s Likud Party.

One of the pre-1948 Zionist terrorist
groups called Lehi demanded a “Hebrew
kingdom from Euphrates [in Iraq] to the
Nile.” Lehi participated in the April 9,
1948, Deir Yasin massacre in which over
100 Palestinians were murdered.

“It’s a big lie that chanting “From the
river to the sea, Palestine will be free!”
calls for killing Jewish people. What Zi-
onist supporters are really sayingis that
Israeli settlers refuse to live under a Pal-
estinian majority government.

“This was the same argument used
by supporters of the Jim Crow white su-
premacist regimes in the U.S. South.

“The hysteria over the “from the river
to the sea” slogan also serves to smoth-
er the demand for the right of return of
Palestinians to their homes. The Zion-
ist State was born in 1948 with 800,000
Palestinians being driven out of their
homeland during the catastrophe called
the Nakba.”

Full report at tinyurl.com/2p8but4d
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PFLP: Hold U.S., international community
responsible for assault on Al-Shifa hospital

By PFLP

The Popular Front for the Libera-
tion of Palestine (PFLP) confirmed
that the occupation’s assault this
morning on the Al-Shifa hospi-
tal complex, its brutal bombing,
firing, and shelling inside it, tar-
geting thousands of displaced ci-
vilians, tampering with patients’
rooms and wards, and terroriz-
ing patients and medical staff, is
a fully constituted war crime for
which the American administra-
tion and the so-called internation-
al community, which encouraged
the enemy to commit this major
crime, are responsible.

The Front considered that the
defeated Zionist enemy, by as-
saulting the Al-Shifa medical
complex, is openly seeking to
gain a false image of victory from
within the confines of a civilian
hospital sheltering thousands

The truth about Palestine’s
freedom struggle

Continued from page 4

The thousands of bombs dropped on
Gaza have twice the explosive power
of the atomic bomb that incinerated
Hiroshima.

“We are fighting animals,” declared
Zionist Defense Minister Yoav Gallant,
referring to the people of Gaza. The Is-
raeli daily newspaper Hayom stated the
time had come to “send Gaza back into
the Stone Age.”

15. None of these crimes would be
possible without the Pentagon’s
support and $260 billion in U.S. aid.
This isn’t charity. Israel is ready to
intervene to preserve Big Oil’s rule
in Western Asia.

For Wall Street as well as older colonial
powers like Britain and France — whose
immense wealth began with the African
Holocaust — Israel represents the open

colonial rule that they want to restore.

Solidarity Forever includes Palestine

16. The wave of solidarity worldwide
with Palestine is becoming a ma-
terial force. While it took years to
build an anti-war movement to stop
the Vietnam War, support for Pales-
tine has already reached millions.

Palestine is also a working-class issue.
Mark Diamondstein, the 200,000-strong
American Postal Workers Union presi-
dent, knows that.

At a recent AFL-CIO executive council
meeting, Diamondstein, who is Jewish,
urged the council to demand a ceasefire.
All of labor should support the APWU
president.

Solidarity Forever means solidarity
with Gaza. From the river to the sea,
Palestine will be free! {7

of citizens, endangering the lives of
hundreds of premature babies, leaving
patients prey to shelling or death due
to inability to treat them, and with the
presence of bodies and remains of mar-
tyrs that medical staff cannot bury.

The Front affirmed that what is hap-
pening now in the Al-Shifa complex is a
resounding exposure of the so-called in-
ternational community and free world,
which allows this dark and criminal Zi-
onist entity to invade a civilian medical
complex that should be protected under
international law.

The Front added that the Zionist enti-
ty, whose cowardly forces fled the battle
after suffering heavy losses inflicted
by our heroic resisters in the neighbor-
hoods and alleys of the sector, found in
its assault on a civilian hospital a means
of revenge, an expression of its sadism
and doctrine of killing, in full view of
the world and satellite TV screens.

The Front emphasized that the West-
ern world, with its alignment and com-
plicity in these major crimes, cannot
beautify or repair its criminal image,
which has been exposed again, warning
of a silly dramatic series directed by Zi-
onists and produced and sponsored by
America and the West to try to justify
this crime or the crimes to be committed
within the complex.

The Front concluded its statement by
affirming that Palestinian hospitals will
remain a witness to the unprecedented
crimes of this entity, which have reached
a level not practiced by any occupation
or colonialism before. However, our peo-
ple are determined to resist and remain
steadfast and firm and will not raise the
white flag. Our doctors, patients, and all
our people will remain strong, unde-
terred by these crimes, and will not for-
give or forget the complicity of the inter-
national community and international
medical institutions that turned a blind
eye to the targeting of hospitals and the
medical system, and the killing of doc-
tors and patients.

Popular Front for the Liberation
of Palestine

November 15, 2023

Source: Resistance News Network
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Mississippi Delta drought puts

In late October into November, New
Orleans was blanketed with fog and
smoke from fires burning in nearby
marshes. The marsh fires came on the
heels of a finding that salt water was
seeping into the drinking water from
the Mississippi River. The fires and the
water crisis are caused by the drought
hitting the entire Mississippi Delta. New
Orleans resident and SLL writer Greg-
ory Williams recently wrote about the
drinking water crisis and is interviewed
here regarding the marsh fires.

SLL: Could you talk about how rare
drought conditions are in the Gulf
Region?

GW: Yes, there’s nothing normal
about this. New Orleans has a humid,
subtropical climate. Seattle, Washing-
ton, has a reputation as a rainy city but
gets 37 inches of rain per year compared
to New Orleans, which gets 64 inches.

Normally, in the summer, we’re wor-
ried about flooding. It’s partly an effect
of being below sea level. This year, Lou-
isiana got 20 inches less rainfall than
usual. We’ve never before experienced
dry heat in the summer like this. There
hasn’t been much rainfall since fall
started, either.

SLL: Visibility is always low when
there are fires, but this is more extreme.
Can you tell our readers a little more
about why that’s true?

GW: They’re calling it “super fog.”

As Tunderstand it, the fire smoke mixes
with water vapor released by smolder-
ing, wet material — damp brush, etc.
Cooler air from outside the burn area
makes the smoky, vaporous mix con-
dense. It just hangs around.

At times, when the fog hits, visibil-
ity reaches nearly zero, and that can
happen in moments. We were seeing
Interstate highway closures weekly.

On Oct. 23, this super fog caused a
deadly 160-car pileup on I-10. Eight
people were Kkilled. Sixty-three were
injured. This was on a 5.7-mile bridge
over Lake Pontchartrain. There’s no
easy way for first responders to get
there. They closed that part of the inter-
state for around three weeks.

On the morning of the 23rd, I thought

Interview with SLL writer Gregory Williams

v,

On Oct. 23, a smoke-filled super fog caused a deadly 160-car pileup on I-10 on a 5.7-mile bridge
over Lake Pontchartrain.

that my apartment building was on
fire because when I opened my door, I
couldn’t even see a few feet beyond. I
could barely breathe. I panicked and
went around looking for the source of
the fire, preparing to go back to leave
with my two cats.

SLL: Why are the fires burning for so
long?

GW: The fires are in different loca-
tions, and the type of fire differs.

There’s a marsh fire in the Jean
Lafitte National Historical Park and Pre-
serve, far to the south. There’s a marsh
fire in St. Bernard Parish to the east.
That’s a highly industrial area — white
working class, pretty high poverty
rates. Then there’s the marsh fire in the
Bayou Sauvage Urban National Wild-
life Refuge. That’s in what’s called New
Orleans East, a Black and also Vietnam-
ese working-class part of the city. These
are suburban areas where a lot of
working-class people have been pushed
because of post-Katrina gentrification.

The Bayou Sauvage fire is more dif-
ficult. It’s a peat fire. Peat is compacted
organic matter in bogs and moors. It
used to be a fuel source. If you dry it
out, you can cut it into bricks and burn
it. There’s a lot of carbon tied up in peat
worldwide. Two times as much as in
the world’s forests. Peat can ignite on
its own if it gets dry enough. The peat is
burning underground and is hard to get
to in the Bayou Sauvage fire.

Also, because we live in a capitalist
society, there is the problem that it’s on
privately owned land. It’s absurd that
land can be bought and sold. But that’s
the current reality: the fire is on private
property. I don’t know what is happen-

ing with the owner, but all the news
pieces cite this as a complication, mean-
ing that some landowner is compromis-
ing millions of people’s health.

There are no fire hydrants out there,
and no easy road access to the site. Parts
of the property are bounded by natural
gas pipelines (more fossil fuels!), and
they’re worried about damaging the
pipes by bringing trucks in.

SLL: There doesn’t seem to be a lot of
information about the danger of breath-
ing in the smoke. Have the city, parish,
or state done anything to alleviate that?

GW: Officials are just telling people
to take care of themselves and stay
indoors if they are pregnant or have
pre-existing conditions. That’s not so
easy for people who are homeless,
depend on bikes for transport, work
in construction, or countless other
situations.

One NOLA.com article references
a 2021 study published in a scientific
journal, Current Opinion in Environ-
mental Science & Health. That study
says that smoldering peat fires - like
the one in Bayou Sauvage —release
more toxic heavy metals and 15 times
more mercury than flaming fires!

SLL: In and around New Orleans,
is there a history of protests over the
responsibility of energy companies in
global warming?

GW: The fossil fuel industry domi-
nates the region. There are plants up
and down the Mississippi. People are or-
ganized and fighting in St. James Parish
between Baton Rouge and New Orleans.
There’s a Halliburton office downtown
on Poydras Street.

Continued on page 11
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New Orleans in fire & water crisis

Continued from page 10

In the aftermath of hurricanes, we
get outin the street, and the environ-
mental issues come to the fore. But
definitely, we need a broader, ongoing
fightback that can connect up the vari-
ous environmental struggles. The fires
are a slow-burning crisis, literally and
figuratively. We should take them as
seriously as hurricanes.

Strategically, we need targets. At first
glance, the Palestinian liberation strug-

gle also seems abstract and distant
from the point of view of New Orleans,
even though we have a sizable Palestin-
ian population.

But recently, the movement here
has started going after more concrete
targets. The capitalists and politicians
running the Port of New Orleans have
significant dealings with the Zionist
entity, “Israel.” Just this year, they
inaugurated an “Innovation Embassy”
between the New Orleans port and the

Israeli Port of Ashdod. Now, activists
have launched a campaign focused
on the port authority, demanding they
cut ties. We’ll see how that goes.
Ithink that if we keep it up, we can
get somewhere.

There may be more general move-
ment lessons here. With the environ-
mental movement, we also need to
figure out where to strike and how to
strike, and not just respond to crises
but to get ahead of the enemy. 2

Appeal to political prisoners to participate in a one-day
hunger strike in defense of Palestinian prisoners

Continued from page 12

ity of water (only one hour a day), dimin-
ishing the prisoners’ food rations to the
point prisoners had to fast. Prisoners’
personal belongings, such as clothing,
books, and kitchen utensils, are confis-
cated. They are denied access to televi-
sion, radio, or visits; therefore, they are
completely isolated from the world.
Beatings and torture have become a
daily practice, with multiple sections
of the prisons soaked in blood with no
cleaning materials provided to remove
the smell. Over the past month, two
Palestinian prisoners were tortured to
death, bringing the number of martyrs
in the Palestinian prisoner movement
to 238. Today, Palestinian prisoners are
subjected to the full force of Zionist mur-
derous and genocidal tendencies.
Therefore, and following the footsteps
of our colleagues in the Basque Country,
we call on all political prisoners in the
world to participate in a one-day hunger
strike on Friday, 11/24/2023, and we call

on organizations of solidarity with the
prisoners to support the hunger strikers,
spread the word, and join us in defend-
ing the Palestinian prisoner movement,
which stands firm on behalf of all the op-
pressed peoples in the world, while they
are subjected to all the force of Zionist
and imperialist fascism. This action will
bring everyone’s attention to their in-
humane conditions. It will allow all our
prisoners to resist together on the same
day in a common action. It will show the
world that, even in prison, resistance is
still possible and necessary.

Defeating Zionism is defeating impe-
rialism and fascism.

Defending the Palestinian resistance
is defending all the oppressed peoples of
the world.

Defending political prisoners is de-
fending humanity.

Long live international solidarity.

We ask lawyers and relatives of polit-
ical prisoners who intend to participate
in the hunger strike to contact us so that
we can publish their participation.

We also ask organizations of solidar-
ity with political prisoners that join the
appeal to contact us so that their names
can be added to the list of adhesions.

Below, we reproduce the statement
published by our colleagues from Euskal
Herria on October 27, 2023:

Palestinian women and men have
been suffering from violence caused
by the Zionist occupation for decades;
forced to leave their homes and move,
their cities and towns destroyed; they
have been imprisoned, tortured, raped,
murdered...

We have evidence of this genocidal
policy carried out by this terrorist Zion-
ist state, of the massacres and horrors in
Gaza that the entire world has seen these
days.

For all this, in solidarity with the Pales-
tinian people and declaring the legitima-
cy of the rights of defense of the oppressed
peoples, the Basque political prisoners
who sign this letter will hold a day of fast-
ing next Friday, the 27th. October.

Free Palestine! i



Nace alianza electoral progresista en PR

Por Berta Joubert-Ceci

Si bien en Puerto Rico lo mds im-
portante es la descolonizacién, no
menos es cierto que toda lucha que
conduzca a elevar la conciencia
politica, es imprescindible. Porque
para lograr la independencia se re-
quiere de todos los métodos y de la
suma de las diferentes luchas.

Y aunque por si sola no es sufici-
ente, una de las formas de adelantar
el camino hacia la soberania y la in-
dependencia es la electoral.

Por eso, lo que pasé esta semana es
importante. Se anunci6 oficialmente
una alianza electoral entre el Parti-
do Independentista Puertorriquefio
y el Movimiento Victoria Ciudadana
como un esfuerzo conjunto para derro-
tar el bipartidismo neoliberal corrupto
en las proximas elecciones del 2024.

Sibien esta clase de alianzas o frentes
unidos son comunes en toda Latino-
américa, aqui han sido prohibidas por

Foto: El Vocero
Juan Dalmau del PIP anuncia nueva alianza electoral
progresista.

encargo de los dos partidos colonialistas
que se han turnado la administracién
del gobierno las ultimas décadas. Asi
que han tenido que ingenidrselas para
hacer valer esta alianza orientando a
sus miembros a que voten por determi-
nados candidatos en ambos partidos.

Y esta vez tendran una posibilidad

real de ganar la gobernacion o por
lo menos, muchos puestos legislati-
vos y alcaldias, 1o que marcaria un
cambio significativo en la influencia
antiimperialista y anti neoliberal en
el gobierno.

De hecho, como rechazo a las
politicas neoliberales, ya se ha visto
una tendencia a la abstencion en los
ultimos dos procesos electorales. En
las elecciones del 2020, la abstencién
fue casi de un 50%, y del resto que
votd, solo poco mds del 30% eligi6
al actual gobernador Pierluisi, lo
que en cualquier otro pais hubiera
requerido una segunda vuelta. Sin
embargo, el PIP y Victoria Ciudadana
lograron un porcentaje historico.

Esto esunrayo de esperanza en medio
de la enorme crisis que atravesamos en
esta colonia.

Desde Puerto Rico para Radio Clarin
de Colombia,
les hablé, Berta
Joubert- Ceci.

Appeal to all political prisoners in the world:
Hunger strike in defense of Palestinian prisoners

By Anti-Imperialist Front

On October 27, 20 political prisoners
from multiple prisons in Euskal Herria
(Basque Country) began a one-day hun-
ger strike in solidarity with the Pales-
tinian people and against the genocidal
aggression of the Zionist occupation in
support of the right of resistance of the
Palestinian people.

We salute these fighters for their un-
wavering commitment to the just Pal-
estinian struggle and their internation-
alist principles. Our Basque colleagues
know that Zionism is a Western imperi-
alist project and that defeating Zionism
is defeating the same imperialist oppres-
sion for which they fought and sacrificed
their freedom in their own country. They
also know the Palestinian resistance is
the resistance of the oppressed peoples
of the world and the liberation of Pales-
tine is the liberation of all peoples and
a destructive blow to all the imperialist
forces of the world.
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Two weeks after their hunger strike
and a month since the beginning of the
Zionist aggression, the violence of the
occupation supported by NATO and the
EU has reached an unprecedented lev-
el, with almost 10,000 martyrs in Gaza,
which are bombed with an explosive
power in the last
month that equals
the destructive pow-
er of the nuclear
bomb dropped on

While this genocide takes place before
the eyes of the international community,
the occupation unveils its fascist tenden-
cies with the Palestinian prisoners. It is
clear, even in the statements of its offi-
cials, that this is an expression of revenge
for their recent defeat on October 7.

Over the past month, the number of
Palestinian prisoners has almost dou-
bled, reaching around 10,000, of which
more than 1,000 are in administrative
detention, that is, imprisoned without
charge or trial. More than 170 of them
are children.

The Zionist armed forces took over the
administration of the prisons, cutting off
electricity and restraining the availabil-

Continued on page 11
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