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 Infierno escolar en Puerto Rico  Lola Rodríguez de Tió 8



Stop Racist Attacks on Our Communities
  Reverse DeSantis’s bans on trans healthcare, 

restroom access, Black & Queer studies
   Stop censorship & attacks 

on civil liberties of teachers, 
students & libraries

 Hands off Pride!
 Free, legal, accessible abortions
  Demand Biden & Congress 

enforce civil rights coast to coast

  Expand 
Medicaid and SNAP

  Stop voter 
disenfranchisement

  Drop charges 
on the Tampa 5

To Protect
Trans Youth

OrlandoFlorida  October 7
& Speakout for Trans Rights

Sign up at: ProtectTransKidsMarch.org

Orange & Anderson (near City Hall) Saturday at 12 Noon

Sept. 15 — At midnight, United Auto 
Workers struck the Big Three com-
panies — Ford, GM, and Stellanis — 
in what is being called a “Stand Up 
Strike.” Striking at all three compa-
nies simultaneously is a historic first 
for the auto workers union.

In a letter to union members and 
supporters, UAW President Shawn 
Fain announced,

“A few minutes ago, thousands 
of UAW members at Ford, GM, and 
Stellantis walked out, marking the 
beginning of the Stand Up Strike.

•  UAW members at GM Wentzville 
Assembly, Local 2250 in Region 4 
are ON STRIKE.

• UAW members at Stellantis  Toledo 
Assembly Complex, Local 12 in Re-
gion 2B are ON STRIKE.

• UAW members at Ford Michigan 
Assembly Plant – Final Assembly 
and Paint, Local 900 in Region 1A 
are ON STRIKE.

“This fight is our generation’s 
defining moment. Not just at the 
Big Three, but across the entire 
working class.”
UAW President Fain  immediately 

left the bargaining table to join the 
3,000-plus workers at the  Michigan 
Ford Assembly Plant. Altogether, 
13,000 workers are on strike: 3,300 
at Ford ln Michigan; 3,600 at GM at 
Wentzville, Missouri; and 5,800 at 
Stellantis at the Toledo Jeep complex 
in Ohio.

The “stand up strikes” are targeted 
strikes which auto industry expert Je¡ 
Schuster from GlobalData described, 
“One engine or transmission location 

Striking auto workers battle 
billionaire CEOs

SLL photo: Cheryl Labash

Striking auto workers speaking with UAW President Shawn Fain outside the Ford 
Michigan  Assembly Plant on Sept. 15 at the first walk out.

per company might be enough to shut 
down nearly three-quarters of the 
U.S. assembly plants. Two plants per 
company, you can pretty much idle 
North America.”

The advantage for the union is it 
saves on the strike funds, giving the 
workers an edge in holding on longer 
and keeping the companies question-
ing where the next strike will occur.

The CEOs are ratcheting up their 
anti-union rhetoric, which seems to 
be failing — a recent CNN poll pro-
claims that 75% of the public side 
with the workers.

In a recent interview with CNN’s 
Jake Tapper, UAW President Shawn 
Fain responded to the company’s 
claims that a workers’ strike would 
drive up car prices: “In the last four 
years, the price of cars went up 30%. 
[Automakers] CEO pay went up 40%. 
No one said a word. No one had any 
complaints about that but God forbid 
the workers ask for their fair share.”

Fain proclaimed, “It’s not [that] 
we’ll wreck the economy. We’ll wreck 
their economy, the economy that only 
works for the billionaire class and not 
the working class.”

The question on everyone’s minds 
is, will this strike and the “summer 
of strikes” be a historic turning point 
for workers, ending the long period of 
givebacks and retreats?

Tonight, auto workers and their 
supporters will converge in down-
town Detroit.

For details on demands, see Class 
struggle is back! 150,000 auto workers 
poised to strike ₪

  Not: ‘For All of Mankind’

  Libya, weakened by U.S./NATO bombing, 
devastated by floods

  Let Cuba Live: Get Cuba off the SSOT list

By Sharon Black

Update Sept. 22 — At 10 a.m., the United Auto Workers announced a major 
expansion of the current stand-up strike to 38 parts and distribution sites 
across 20 states at General Motors and Stellantis. Both companies have 
remained recalcitrant.

UAW President Shawn Fain announced that the union made some prog-
ress with Ford, including eliminating wage tiers, reinstating cost-of-
living adjustments, improved profit-sharing, conversion of temporary 
workers, and the right to strike in the advent of plant closures. There are 
still significant gaps on key issues with Ford, and in the end, all of the 
issues are interconnected. Strikes at Wayne, Michigan (Ford), Wentzville, 
Missouri (GM), and Toledo, Ohio (Stellantis) will continue.

In the morning livestream, UAW President Shawn Fain called on every-
one to join the picket line, including all UAW members and family mem-
bers, the community, and workers at large. Fain also urged President Biden 
to join the line. International support has been pouring in from Mexico, 
South Africa, Malaysia, and Italy, where Stelantis workers are on strike.

This will add 5,600 workers to the 13,000 who are already striking.
The sta¡ at Struggle-La Lucha and the Socialist Unity Party urges our 

readers, members, and friends to join the picket lines in their areas.

‘I am still here’: Leonard Peltier

  Kids deserve to read gay books!
 Solidarity with Starbucks workers
 Florida, 1951 KKK murders
 Abortion rights in Mexico
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By Vince Copeland

The last major auto strike in the U.S. 
started on September 15, 1970, when 
400,000 workers at 145 factories walked 
o� the job at GM — then the largest 
corporation in the world — for 67 days.

First published September 30, 1970.
When a few dozen workers in a 

sweatshop first take fate in their 
hands and embark upon a strike, they 
have to go through a revolution in 
their own spirits; they have to take a 
chance on losing their livelihood alto-
gether, especially if there has been no 
union in their shop before, and if they 
do not succeed in getting recognition 
from their boss.

That is why it is so hard to organize 
the workers even on the elemental 
level of joining together to prevent 
the heel of capital from grinding them 
down altogether, much less organiz-
ing to overthrow imperialism and es-
tablish socialism.

When workers lose even one hour’s 
wages, it is often too much of a sacri-
fice. Those who are eternally in debt, 
eternally paying for the washing ma-
chine, the furniture, or the family 
automobile, hesitate to take o¡ a day 
when they are really quite ill; how do 
they feel when they must face a strike 
of weeks and possibly several months’ 
duration? Even when the worker is 
fully convinced of the necessity of a 
strike, his or her family is not nec-
essarily convinced equally. And not 
many workers are equipped to answer 
the natural conservatism of the fami-
ly that requires to be fed.

Then there are the workers who do 
not want to go on strike and must be 
prevailed upon to do it. They must be 
convinced — and life being what it 
is under capitalism, sometimes they 
must be convinced in a rather sum-
mary way.

This process is repeated every day 
somewhere in American industry — 
among the garment shops, novelty 
and toy producers, plastics factories, 
in the hospitals where more than a 
million “non-professionals” are hid-
eously exploited both as to wages and 
conditions of work, in laundries, dry 
cleaning centers, many small parts 
producers; the list is endless.

But in the great scientifically orga-
nized aggregations of capital — basic 
steel, auto, rubber, basic chemicals, big 
electronic and electrical companies, 
trucking, and other transportation — 
the workers have been unionized for 
over a generation. They have some of 
the same problems of the sweatshop 
worker, but they now have more power 
and, therefore, more confidence.

Rupture of the status quo
Their strikes resemble the others 

in this respect: Every strike, large or 
small, is potentially a revolutionary 
action. It is a rupture of the status 
quo in a way more profound than the 
actions of the most courageous and 
daring students against the police and 
the other instruments of imperialist 
oppression.

Whether the strike be in a sweat-
shop paying less than the gener-
al minimum of $1.60 per hour or in 
a huge industrial plant like General 
Motors, where the workers make $3.50 
or more an hour and often make $200 
a week by working long days and/or 

When the auto workers went on strike in 1970: 
Revolutionary implications of the GM strike

coming in Saturday and Sunday, it 
means a sacrifice for the workers and 
their families.

[Note: Using the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics “inflation calculator,” these 
September 1970 figures are rough-
ly equivalent to the following August 
2023 wages: You would need at least 
$12.53 per hour to match the buying 
power of the 1970 minimum wage of 
$1.60. And at least $27.41 an hour would 
be needed to match the $3.50 hourly 
wage for unionized auto workers. Yet 
the federal minimum wage today is 
only $7.25 per hour, and thousands of 
UAW workers in lower pay tiers at the 
Big Three automakers are making less 
than $27 per hour. This shows how 
much our class has been thrown back 
in the last 53 years. — S.M.]

This sacrifice does not arise from 
idealism but from desperation. It is 
the result of a long choked-up anger 
at the conditions of their exploitation, 
often subconscious but nevertheless 
intractable and ultimately explosive.

Against one — against all!
It is revolutionary not because of 

its explosive character alone but be-
cause of its objective relationship to 
produc tion and to the power of the 
ruling class.

The stopping of any part of Amer-
ican industry has some connection 
with all American industry. Just as 
any little street in any town in the 
United States is connected by other 
streets, roads, and highways to every 
other street in every city in the whole 
country, so every big and little facto-
ry is connected by mortgages, stocks, 
bonds, interlocking directorates, bank 
control and a hundred other financial 
devices to every other factory.

A strike against any large corpo-
ration (and particularly in the case of 
GM, the biggest industrial corpora-
tion in the world) calls into question 
the power of the kings of finance who 
own it and also raises the question of 
the power of the workers who pro-
duce all the profits. It also raises the 
question of government intervention 
because of the importance of that in-
dustry to the whole economy.

GM is the government
After all, the government itself is 

run by those who run General Motors 
and the other great corporations. This 
means a strike in GM could provoke a 
crisis in government, especially be-

cause of the present weakness in the 
economy as a whole. The economic 
crisis can be further a¡ected by the 
international crisis in the Far East and 
the Mideast — which is also the cri-
sis of the corporations as well as their 
government — not to mention the im-
mediate threat of expropriation of U.S. 
companies in parts of Latin America.

On the workers’ side, a strike rais-
es the question of the power of the 
exploited against their exploiters; 
the question of their will to withhold 
their work versus the strength of the 
bosses to maintain a commodity sys-
tem while not producing commodi-
ties. It raises the question of solidar-
ity within the ranks of the strikers 
and solidarity in the broader ranks of 
the whole working class. It is true, of 
course, that the workers ask “only” 
for an increased wage. It is true that 
the workers are by no means ready 
to overturn capitalist production re-
lations when they go on strike for a 
raise in pay, even though the company 
is sometimes willing to murder them 
rather than yield this increase.

The workers expect to accomplish 
their aims entirely within the sys-
tem as it is presently constituted. This 
expectation is never wholly justified, 
however, since the workers’ struggle 
is itself a challenge to the system.

When 345,000 workers demand 
even a nickel an hour more than the 
corporation is willing to pay, this is 
$34.5 million a year. And the union is 
not asking for just a nickel more, but 
24 cents more than GM has o¡ered.

The revolutionary hunger
The better-paid American workers, 

Black as well as white, eat three meals 
a day, which is a good deal more than 
half the world gets. However, the mo-
tive force of revolution is not absolute 
hunger but almost always arises from 
the hunger to get what can be gotten 
and what the masses of people think 
their exploiters owe them.

This varies from country to country 
and from one historical period to an-
other. The workers at General Motors 
are potentially just as revolutionary as 
any other group of workers or peas-
ants in the world. They only need to 
get a fuller understanding of their own 
class position and to place the revolu-
tionists within their ranks in the posi-
tion of leadership. The future crisis of 
U.S. imperialism will do the rest.

Black people and the wheel of history
The question of the super-exploited, 

however, is related to the GM strike in 
a very intimate way, but a way that is 
only perceptible with an understand-
ing of the history of U.S. Black libera-
tion struggles. First, there are a very 
large number of Black people work-
ing for this company — sometimes 
whole plants are all Black, such as the 
GM foundry in Tonawanda, New York. 
[Note: This plant was shut down in 
1984 — S.M.]

How did these Black workers get 
there and what is their strength 
against their present oppressor as 
compared to their strength under 
chattel slavery?

The 345,000 workers at GM are 
nearly twice the number of adult 
slaves in the whole state of North Car-
olina at the time of the Civil War. And 
the value of the entire cotton crop of 
the South was about $200 million in 
1860, while the 1969 sales of this one 
capitalist corporation, General Mo-
tors, were about $24 billion — 120 
times as much as the whole South’s 
product (if no allowance is made for 
the very great change in the dollar).

And that whole production has 
been entirely stopped by the workers 
— something the whole Union Army 
couldn’t do to the Southern cotton 
crop in four years of the bloodiest war 
this country ever fought (in terms of 
U.S. lives lost).

Vehicle for Black vengeance
The chattel slaves of the South, in 

spite of constant attempts to rebel and 
occasional glorious insurrections like 
those of Nat Turner and the attempt 
of Denmark Vesey, could never get to-
gether to make a united push of their 
own and were compelled to settle for 
an unreliable alliance with Northern 
capital — an alliance whose fate is 
now only too well known.

The very nature of separated plan-
tation life determined this, rath-
er than the ability of slaves to fight. 
Thousands of plantations had less 
than a dozen slaves, and the means of 
communication and transportation 
were slow and completely controlled 
by the masters. It was impossible to 
unite for the nationwide insurrection 
that was necessary.

But General Motors has brought 
thousands of Black workers together 
under one roof, so to speak, and has 
thus helped them to organize against 
the same capitalist class that betrayed 
them after the Civil War. It has literally 
summoned the Black people from the 
Southern countryside by a hundred 
mechanical eliminators of farm labor 
and has done almost the same thing 
in the North. It has thus helped them 
to understand their own strength and 
to use it. This is no credit to General 
Motors, which is merely a more eµ-
cient slave master than the plantation 
owners — at least a hundred times 
more eµcient.

The bureaucratic barrier
There are, of course, great barriers 

to the revolution at General Motors, 
among them most prominently the 
bureaucratic leadership of the work-
ers’ union. The most glaring com-
mentary on this leadership is the fact 

GM strikers in Detroit, September 1970.

Continued on page 3
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By Stephen Millies

On Sept. 12, Leonard Peltier turned 
79 years old in a maximum security 
federal prison in Coleman, Florida. He 
has spent over 47 years being locked 
up for being a leader of AIM — the 
American Indian Movement.

That’s 20 years longer than the time 
the old apartheid regime in South Af-
rica imprisoned Nelson Mandela. The 
late President Mandela sought Leon-
ard Peltier’s freedom.

So have people around the world. 
Thirty-five people were arrested at 
the White House on Sept. 12, demand-
ing the Indigenous political prison-
er’s release.

The same day, people rallied in New 
York City’s Union Square for the AIM 
leader. Among those attending were 
Estela Vazquez, Executive Vice Pres-
ident at 1199 SEIU healthcare workers, 
and James Tarik Haskins, the former 
political prisoner and Black Panther 
Party member.

All Joe Biden has to do is pick up 
a pen to free an older man su¡ering 
from diabetes, hypertension, and 
partial blindness from a stroke. Jona-
than Nez, President of the Navajo Na-
tion, urged Biden to do that in a Nov. 
30, 2022 letter.

So has the United Nations Working 
Group on Arbitrary Detention, Pope 
Francis, and seven U.S. senators.

Even former U.S. Attorney James 
Reynolds — whose oµce prosecuted 
Leonard Peltier — wrote to President 
Biden asking that the AIM leader be 
pardoned. Reynolds admits that Pel-
tier was convicted “on the basis of 
minimal evidence.”

Revenge for resistance
Leonard Peltier is being kept locked 

up in revenge for the historic 71-day 
occupation of Wounded Knee, South 

Dear friends, relatives, supporters, loved ones:
79 years old. Mother Earth has taken us on another journey around 

Grandfather Sun. Babies have taken their first breath. People have 
lived, loved, and died. Seeds have been planted and sent their roots deep 
below red earth and their breath to the Stars and our Ancestors.

I am still here.
Time has twisted one more year out of me. A year that has been 

a moment. A year that has been a lifetime. For almost five decades 
I’ve existed in a cage of concrete and steel. With the “good time” cal-
culations of the system, I’ve actually served over 60 years.

Year after year, I have encouraged you to live as spirit warriors. 
Even while in here, I can envision what is real and far beyond these 
walls. I’ve seen a reawakening of an ancient Native pride that does 
my heart good.

I may leave this place in a box. That is a cold truth. But I have 
put my heart and soul into making our world a better place and there 
is a lot of work left to do – I would like to get out and do it with you.

I know that the spirit warriors coming up behind me have the 
heart and soul to fight racism and oppression, and to fight the greed 
that is poisoning our lands, waters, and people.

We are still here.
Remember who you are, even if they come for your land, your water, 

your family. We are children of Mother Earth and we owe her and her 
other children our care.

I long to turn my face to the sky. In this cage, I am denied that 
simple pleasure. I am in prison, but in my mind, I remain as I was 
born: a free Native spirit.

That is what allows me to laugh, keeps me laughing. These walls 
cannot contain my laughter – or my hope.

I know there are those who stand with me, who work around the 
clock for my freedom. I have been blessed to have such friends.

We are still here and you give me hope.
I hope to breathe free air before I die. Hope is a hard thing to 

hold, but no one is strong enough to take it from me.
I love you. I hope for you. I pray for you.
And prayer is more than a cry to the Creator that runs through 

your head. Prayer is an action.
In the Spirit of Crazy Horse
Doksha,
Leonard Peltier

Source: NDN Collective

Dakota, by AIM members and sup-
porters in 1973. That’s where 300 
children, women, and men from the 
Lakota Nation were slaughtered by 
the U.S. army in 1890.

In the years following the 1973 
Wounded Knee occupation, over 60 
people were murdered in the sur-
rounding Pine Ridge reservation. Just 
as Mississippi represents for Black 
people the height of racism, so does 
South Dakota mean the same for 
 Indigenous people.

For example, in 1967, William Jank-
low (who later became South Dakota 
Attorney General and then Governor) 
raped 15-year-old Jancita Eagle Deer, 
who lived on the Rosebud reservation. 
Several years later, she was killed in a 
hit-and-run incident.

The FBI refused to do anything 
about the murders on Pine Ridge. 
Residents asked Leonard Peltier and 
other AIM members to provide sup-
port and protection.

Tensions resulted in a shootout in 
which two FBI agents and a young In-
digenous man, Joe Stuntz, were killed. 
No one was prosecuted for Stuntz’s 
death.

But the death of the FBI agents al-
lowed the U.S. Government to indict 
AIM members Leonard Peltier, Robert 
Robideau, and Dean Butler. Robideau 
and Butler were found not guilty. Pel-
tier, who was extradited from Cana-
da, was tried later and convicted in a 
tainted trial.

Leonard Peltier is now imprisoned 
in Sumter County, Florida, where 
three Black people were lynched. 
Sumter County is also where the U.S. 
army su¡ered one of its most signifi-
cant defeats in the Dade battle during 
the Second Seminole War in 1835.

In the spirit of Crazy Horse, free 
Leonard Peltier! ₪

Free Leonard Peltier!

‘I am still here’: 
Leonard Peltier’s letter to supporters

SLL PHOTO STEPHEN MILLIES

that in the 1930s, the really revolu-
tionary organizing strikes of GM were 
conducted by seizing the plants and 
occupying them until the company 
gave in.

The workers were not as strong then 
as they are now. And hardly any Black 
people worked there at that time. To-
day, the workers are highly organized, 
and the Black workers are there in 
great numbers. Black workers in the 
auto industry have formed their own 
caucuses and, in Detroit, organized 
the League of Revolutionary Black 
Workers. They not only fight the rac-
ist bosses and union bureaucrats but 
are also militant in their demands for 
better working conditions and pay.

In the light of all this, the present 
strike seems rather tame. Yet, it has 
the potential of far surpassing the 
perspective of its bureaucratic lead-
ers. The very fact that it happened at 
all is a testimony to that.

Generally speaking, the beginning 
of a strike is no time to begin criticiz-
ing the union bureaucracy, which has 
called it and is compelled to support 
it and even to extend it. But it is well 
worth noting that Ford and Chrysler 
practically dared the union to shut 
them down, too. (Partly because there 

was such an overproduction of autos 
last year.)

And, of course, union president 
Leonard Woodcock regarded that as 
a “provocation” and pretended not 
to listen. The UAW leadership has al-
ways taken the “one-at-a-time” line 
that they are playing o¡ one company 
against the other because the compa-
nies are “competitors” — concealing 
the fact that two or three big banks 
virtually own all of them.

Even if this were not so, however, it 
is often demoralizing to the workers 
to see others work while they are on 
the bricks, and for that reason alone, 
it is better to shut all the companies 
down together. But of course, the bu-
reaucrats’ real fear is the fear of the 
workers’ own power and the possible 
confrontation with the forces that the 
labor-fakers themselves support — 
the combined corporations and their 
government — U.S. imperialism.

These are only some of the aspects 
of the GM strike — aspects which are 
true of most other big strikes — but 
they should be suµcient to show how 
deep is the need for the emergence of 
a revolutionary leadership among the 
rank-and-file GM workers and the 
U.S. working class.

Notes by Stephen Millies

Continued from page 2

Auto workers strike in 1970:
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By Gregory E. Williams

Sept. 15, Lafayette, Louisiana – 
This writer joined over 30 protesters 
against corrupt far-right gubernato-
rial candidate Je¡ Landry. We gath-
ered outside KLFY studios where the 
second gubernatorial debate was 
happening; Landry skipped the first 
one, claiming that debate hosts would 
not treat him fairly, and has generally 
skirted other interactions with his ri-
val candidates.

The action was led by both cis and 
trans women. Participating organiza-
tions included Real Name Campaign 
NOLA, Reproductive Freedom Acadi-
ana, Louisianahbrah, DSA Southwest 
Louisiana, and Socialist Unity Party.

Amanda Anderson, an organizer 
with Reproductive Freedom Acadiana, 
told the crowd, “Although we have 
these fascist, bigoted, corrupt politi-
cians imposing restrictions on us, our 
state is in fact composed of diverse 
people, like the people that showed 
up here today. … We have the people, 
power, and persistence to protect and 
restore fundamental rights back to 
the people.”

Quest Riggs of Real Name Campaign 
said, “Do the majority of Louisianians 
want to oppress their neighbors? Hell 
no! Does Je¡ Landry want to oppress 
the people of this state? Absolutely.”

‘AG Landry, you’re a crook! 
Kids deserve to read gay books!’

By Andre Powell

Starbucks Worker Solidarity 
Day of Action

By Stephen Millies

Ku Klux Klan terrorists planted 
dynamite under the Mims, Florida, 
home of Harriette Moore and Harry T. 
Moore. The bomb exploded on Christ-
mas night, Dec. 25, 1951, their 25th 
wedding anniversary.

Nearby hospitals wouldn’t accept 
Black patients, so the Moores were 
taken 30 miles away. Harry T. Moore 
died on the way to the hospital, while 
Harriette Moore died nine days later.

Their two daughters survived. Four 
Klan leaders were later identified as 
the killers, but no one was ever prose-
cuted for the murders.

The Moores were targeted because 
they were Black leaders. Harry T. 
Moore was the Florida executive sec-

We chanted, “AG Landry, you’re a 
crook! Kids deserve to read gay books!” 
When Landry came out, we got as close 
as we could, pummeling him with 
noise as he rushed to his vehicle and 
sped o¡. So long, janky Je¡! (Another 
popular slogan from the night.)

Anderson’s words about our diverse 
community ring true. I thorough-
ly enjoyed getting to know activists 
of many ages and backgrounds from 
across the state. We even had dinner 
together after the action, strength-
ening the feeling of solidarity. We 
are prepared to fight against the far-
right, capitalist onslaught.

Who is Jeff Landry?
Landry is cut from the same cloth 

as Ron DeSantis of Florida and Greg 

Abbot of Texas, basing his campaign 
on targeting trans youth and other 
vulnerable groups. This is his only 
appeal since he has nothing to o¡er 
the state’s working class. He opposes 
raising Louisiana’s $7.25 minimum 
wage and even says there shouldn’t 
be a minimum wage.

This is the same man who sued to 
kick 700,000 Louisianaians o¡ Med-
icaid. Apparently, he doesn’t care 
whether we live or die. Considering 
the following from The Gambit, we 
can sum up Landry’s attitude as “I got 
mine, screw you!”

As Attorney General, Landry makes 
$104,942.72 a year — nearly four times 
the average income for Louisianans. 
He also has significant  sources of out-
side income. According to Landry’s 

financial disclosure forms — which 
only require ranges of income, rather 
than specific amounts — in 2022 he 
made between $160,000 and $414,000 
from outside sources. Landry also re-
ported investment holdings — all of 
which are held in his wife’s name — 
worth as much as $2.4 million.”

As the state’s attorney general, he 
pushed for strict abortion bans. His 
oµce has come under fire – includ-
ing in this debate – for attempting to 
track women seeking abortions out of 
state.

In close collaboration with the 
St. Tammany Parish Library Ac-
countability Project, a de facto an-
ti-LGBTQ+ group similar to the mis-
named Moms for Liberty, Landry has 
gone after library books. The group’s 
founder and Landry associate, Con-
nie Nichols Phillips, cost taxpayers in 
her parish $72,000 processing the 150 
book challenges she submitted.

The St. Tammany Parish Sher-
i¡’s Department has issued a mis-
demeanor summons to Phillips, who 
appeared in a viral video assaulting 
a library supporter outside a parish 
council meeting.

Last year, it came to light that 
Landry spent more than $420,000 
from campaign donors on his own 
staµng company. The above are only 
a few of his ongoing scandals. ₪

Protesters 
against Jeff 
Landry  
gather in the 
rain  outside 
gubernatorial   
debate in   
Lafayette.
Photo: Real Name 
Campaign
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Although over 350 Starbucks Cof-
fee stores around the country have 
voted to unionize, the company’s CEO 
and management have failed to come 
to the negotiating table to discuss 
workers’ concerns. Starbucks Work-
ers United called for support actions 
on Sept. 14 for the morning rush hour.

Pictured here is the customer sup-
port action team at the Perry Hall, 

Maryland, store. Support team mem-
bers collected 80% of the requested 
signatures during the hour-long pe-
titioning e¡ort. Team members were 
able to talk to customers as they waited 
in the drive-thru line, which continu-
ously wrapped around the building the 
entire hour. There were only 7 workers 
staµng not only the drive-thru line 
but also the walk-in customers. ₪
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retary of the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People.

The Florida NAACP chapter grew to 
have 10,000 members in 63 branches. 
The Moores helped register 100,000 
Black voters in Florida, more than any 
other southern state.

Both had been fired from their jobs 
as teachers in 1946 because of their 
activism. In 1937, along with NAACP 
lawyer and future U.S. Supreme Court 
justice Thurgood Marshall, Harry T. 
Moore filed the first lawsuit in the 
South demanding equal pay for Black 
and white teachers.

One of Harriette Moore’s students, 
Paij Wadley Bailey, described the im-
pact her teacher made upon her:

“Mrs. Moore did not complain or 
express outrage at having to teach us 

from old, tattered textbooks passed 
down to us from the white school. 
What she did do was teach us primarily 
from the few boxes of her own private 
books, which she kept hidden under 
her desk. Her books were about Afri-
can-American people who had made 
important contributions to the world 
— people like W.E.B. DuBois and Mary 
McLeod Bethune. Mrs. Moore taught 
us about the freedom fighters Harri-
et Tubman and Sojourner Truth. She 
read stories to us by Zora Neale Hur-
ston and poems by Langston Hughes, 
and she shared her Ebony Magazine 
articles about Black history.”

This is the history that Florida Gov. 
DeSantis, Trump, and Fox News call 
“Critical Race Theory” and want to 
outlaw.

 The Groveland 4 frame-up
The Moores fought to get justice for 

the Groveland Four. Four Black men 
were falsely accused of raping a white 
woman in Lake County, Florida, a 
Klan stronghold about 35 miles west 
of Orlando.

According to the Civil Rights Move-
ment Archive, “later evidence indi-
cates that the 17-year-old girl had 
been beaten by her husband and that 
they concocted a phony rape story to 
conceal the beating from her parents 
who had threatened to shoot him if he 
brutalized her again.”

Sixteen-year-old Charles Green-
lee and war veterans Walter Irvin 
and Samuel Shepherd were arrested 
in 1949. Ernest Thomas was hunted 
down by a posse and shot to death.

Following the arrests of Greenlee, 
Irvin, and Sheppard, a white mob of 
more than 400 people in 200 cars at-
tacked Groveland’s Black community. 
Shots were fired at homes, with some 
set on fire. The National Guard had to 
be called in.

Local Sheri¡ Willis McCall was 
notorious for his racist brutality. He 
routinely rounded up Black people to 
be used as convict labor for the orange 
grove owners. Union organizers were 
kept out of Lake County.

The Moores exposed Sheri¡ McCall 
torturing the three Groveland defen-
dants, forcing them to stand on bro-
ken glass in a failed e¡ort to get false 

LOUISIANA 
PROTEST

The Christmas night murders of 
Harriette Moore & Harry T. Moore in Florida

Continued on page 5



STRUGGLE H LA LUCHA Sept. 25, 2023  Page 5

By Sharon Black & Melinda Butterfield

Abortion rights advance in Mexico, 
while Texas wants to trap ‘runaways’

On Sept. 6, Mexico’s Supreme Court 
struck down all federal criminal pen-
alties for abortion. The court ruled 
that national laws prohibiting the 
medical procedure are unconstitu-
tional and violate women’s rights.

This was a major victory for the 
thousands of Mexican women and 
supporters who have been out in the 
streets fighting for abortion rights, 
and reflects the growing movement 
for abortion access throughout Latin 
America.

The Mexican court’s action stands 
in sharp contrast to the U.S. Supreme 
Court, which threw out Roe v. Wade 
last year. In the U.S., women’s rights 
are being turned back by a century. 
Transgender and other LGBTQ2S peo-
ple are literally fighting for their lives.

While abortion rights activists in 
Mexico celebrate, simultaneously in 
Texas and other states, the reaction-
ary drive to end reproductive rights 
grinds on. This same ruthless process 
continues to abolish medical care for 
trans people.

Under the banner of “stopping 
abortion traµcking” and “ending the 
baby murdering cartel,” Texas coun-
ties are poised to pass ordinances to 
block anyone traveling on roads with-
in their county seeking abortion.

So far, two Texas counties have 
passed such ordinances, which in-

clude sections of Interstates 20 and 
84. Those major highways connect to 
New Mexico, where new clinics have 
been opened to accommodate Texas 
women and others who can become 
pregnant since that state e¡ectively 
outlawed abortion.

The strategy of the far right is to 

Women and allies in Mexico have waged a militant struggle to decriminalize abortion. Pictured, a protest on International Safe 
Abortion Day, Sept. 22, 2022.

add other counties and cities in Texas 
– a chilling action that has been com-
pared with 19th century laws to “stop 
runaway slaves.”

Maggie Vascassenno of Women In 
Struggle - Mujeres En Lucha stated, 
“Our strategy needs to be a furious 
fight back. We should learn from the 

activists in Mexico and Latin America.”
The group is part of a grassroots co-

alition organizing a National March to 
Protect Trans Youth and Speakout for 
Trans Lives in Orlando, Florida, on Oct. 7. 
“Free, legal, accessible abortions” is one 
of the march’s demands. Learn more  
at ProtectTransKidsMarch.org. ₪

confessions from them.
The Orlando Sentinel, still pub-

lished daily, led a campaign to rail-
road the Black men. Before a grand 
jury convened — and Ernest Thom-
as was killed — the newspaper ran 
a front-page cartoon of four empty 
electric chairs with the headline “No 
Compromise!”

An all-white jury convicted the 
three Black men, with two sentenced 
to the electric chair. Thurgood Mar-
shall appealed their case to the U.S. 
Supreme Court, which reversed the 
verdict and granted a new trial.

In November 1951, while driving the 
handcu¡ed Irvin and Sheppard to a 
hearing, Sheri¡ McCall killed Shep-
pard and shot Irvin in cold blood. Har-
ry T. Moore called for the sheri¡ to be 
indicted for murder.

One month later, Harriette Moore 

and Harry T. Moore were murdered. 
Sheri¡ McCall should have been con-
sidered an obvious suspect by the FBI.

Irvin and Greenlee were re-tried 
and again found guilty, with Irvin 
again sentenced to be executed and 
Greenlee given a life sentence. Charles 
Greenlee was paroled in 1962; Samuel 
Sheppard’s death sentence was com-
muted, and he was paroled in 1968.

Both men are now dead. Decades 
later, the Groveland Four were oµ-
cially exonerated.

In August 2021, Broward Hunter, 
a grandson of the Groveland Four’s 
prosecutor Jesse Hunter, told investi-
gators about material he found in his 
grandfather’s law oµce. The corre-
spondence convinced Broward Hunt-
er that his grandfather and the judge 
who presided over the retrial knew 
that no rape had occurred.

Justice delayed is justice denied. ₪

Harriette Moore and Harry T. Moore

Continued from page 4

only have we faced the challenge of 
development, but also the responsi-
bility to modify the structures that 
marginalize us from global progress 
and turn many countries of the South 
into laboratories of renewed forms of 
domination,” said Díaz-Canel before 
the plenary of the General Assembly, 
which is holding its 78th session.

“A new and fairer global contract is 
urgently needed,” the Cuban presi-
dent stressed.

He warned that, at the current pace, 
countries will fail to achieve any of 
the 17 SDGs, and more than half of 
the 169 targets agreed in 2015 will be 
missed. “The outlook is discourag-
ing,” he said.

“In the midst of the 21st centu-
ry, it o¡ends the human condition 
that nearly 800 million people su¡er 
from hunger on a planet that produces 
enough to feed everyone,” he stressed. 
“Or that in the age of knowledge and 
the accelerated development of new 
information and communications 
technologies, more than 760 million 
people, two-thirds of them women, 
do not know how to read or write.”

He said that “the e¡orts of devel-
oping countries are not enough to im-
plement the 2030 Agenda.”

He stressed that these e¡orts must 
be backed up by concrete actions in 
terms of market access, financing 
with fair and preferential conditions, 
technology transfer, and North-South 
cooperation.

“We are not asking for handouts or 

begging for favors,” said Díaz-Canel, 
and insisted that the G77 demands 
rights and will continue to demand a 
profound transformation of the cur-
rent international financial archi-
tecture “because it is deeply unjust, 
anachronistic, and dysfunctional.”

Díaz-Canel pointed out that today’s 
prevailing financial architecture was 
designed to profit from the reserves 
of the South, perpetuate a system of 
domination that increases underde-
velopment, and reproduces a model of 
modern colonialism.

“We need and demand financial in-
stitutions in which our countries have 
real decision-making capacity and 
access to financing.

“A recapitulation of multilateral 
and development banks is urgent-
ly needed to radically improve their 
lending conditions and meet the fi-
nancial needs of the South,” he said.

The G77 countries have had to al-
locate $379 billion of their reserves to 
defend their currencies by 2022, al-
most double the amount of new spe-
cial drawing rights allocated to them 
by the IMF, he said, and he considered 
it necessary to rationalize, review 
and change the role of credit rating 
agencies.

“It is also imperative to establish 
criteria that go beyond GDP to define 
developing countries’ access to con-
cessional financing and appropriate 
technical cooperation,” he added.

http://resumen-english.org/

Continued from page 8

Cuba’s President Díaz-Canel at United Nations: 

‘A new and fairer global contract’   
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By John Parker

The Indian spacecraft Chandra-
yaan-3 landed on the moon on Aug. 
23. It is now the fourth country to 
reach the moon’s surface.

The data it will communicate to the 
scientific community is part of the 
crucial information relevant to our 
survival on Earth.

China, the first country to reach the 
moon’s dark side, has used the data 
from its satellites to make a discovery 
about the plasma ocean surrounding 
the Earth, the magnetosphere. The 
plasmasphere researchers have found 
that material in the magnetosphere 
protects our planet from solar storms 
and other high-energy particles.

That information could give us a 
tool to fight climate change.

China’s discovery is built on data 
collected by the Soviet’s Luna 2, the 
first spacecraft on the moon in 1959, 
which verified the existence of the 
plasmasphere.

This is part of the knowledge used 
by over 160 countries working with 
China to shed more light on the mat-
ter. The world’s largest “artificial 
sun” project holds promise as a po-
tential future energy source.

China is also set to launch in 2028 
(two years ahead of time) the Solar 
Power project in space that will send 
energy back to Earth.

Many other scientific leaps relevant 
to the survival of our species, includ-
ing vaccines, are coming from the so-
cialist countries.

“The media’s the most powerful en-
tity on earth. They have the power to 
make the innocent guilty and to make 
the guilty innocent, and that’s power. 
Because they control the minds of the 
masses.” – Malcolm X

The funny thing is that the TV  series 
“For All Mankind” barely mentions 
socialist China and leaves out India.

This award-winning Apple TV+ se-
ries depicts an “alternate history” set 
in the 1970s that is intent on showing 
that U.S. imperialism is the only way 
forward. The TV series also uses di-
versity, which should be a good thing, 
but it is unfortunately used to hide 
U.S. imperialism’s war crimes, like in 
Vietnam.

The “alternate history” portrays 
the U.S. as an underdog victim of the 
Soviet Union – a communist country 
that will do anything to shape an au-
thoritarian world devoid of freedom.

The series threads in true events 
and people to make it look more like 
a documentary showing the truth 
about space and the role of the Soviet 
Union vs. the U.S.

While the U.S. is presented as a 
place where people have the freedom 
to seize opportunities (even if they 
go against the leadership), the Sovi-
et Union is presented as a place where 
the slightest di¡erences with leader-
ship would land one in a labor camp of 
hard work and torture.

Actually, neither China — with a 
population four times larger than 
the U.S. — nor Russia has a prison 
population nearing the two million 
prisoners in the U.S., the actual (not 
alternate history) largest population 
of prisoners in the world.

Regarding torture, the type of tor-
ture used by the U.S. in Abu Ghraib, in 
Iraq, is alive and well in U.S. prisons 
today, such as at Pendleton Correc-
tion Facility in Indiana. And the war-
crime torture of prisoners in U.S.-oc-

‘For All of Mankind’ and other lies
cupied Guantanamo, Cuba, continues.

The real history of the Vietnam War
Like Captain America, the honorable 

character committed to freedom and 
justice, Ed Baldwin, portrays the real 
Air Force pilot, General Thomas Staf-
ford. The fictional Baldwin has adopt-
ed a Vietnamese child who is saved 
and brought to freedom despite the 
implied Vietnamese military assault 
attacking civilians at the end of the 
Vietnam War. Although Ed Baldwin 
served during the U.S. war on Viet-
nam, he was not stationed there. And 
neither was the real Sta¡ord. Howev-
er, the fictional Baldwin believes his 
friends serving in Viet-
nam are protecting the 
U.S. and the children of 
Vietnam.

No mention is made 
in the series about the 
more than 3 million 
killed by the U.S. war 
on Vietnam. Around 20 
million gallons of the 
chemical weapon Agent 
Orange were sprayed 
throughout by the U.S. 
military from 1961 to 
1971. According to the 
Vietnam Red Cross, an 
estimated 400,000 people were killed 
or maimed, and 500,000 children were 
born with birth defects due to Agent 
Orange.

Here’s where diversity is used to 
make us forget about the racist war 
crimes. The series shows that in the 
U.S., despite not having the first wom-
en in space, NASA is where women, 
including Black women, take lead-
ing roles; not only in NASA, they are 
commanding ships in space before 
the 1990s.

Danielle, the Black woman com-
manding the U.S. ship to Mars, must 
rescue the incompetent Soviet Cos-
monauts in their ship that “copied U.S. 
technology,” which explodes due to 
the stupidity of the Soviet commander.

Soviet Cosmonaut  
Valentina Tereshkova

That fiction again hits a wall of truth 
since Soviet Cosmonaut Valentina 
Tereshkova reached space long before 
the women in the TV series got into 
space. Tereshkova was the first wom-
an in space in 1963 and is part of the 
initial 5-women team of cosmonauts.

Sally Ride, the first woman from the 
U.S. in space, got there in 1983. And the 
series put a woman in the Chief of the 
Astronaut Oµce. That didn’t happen 
until 2009.

Regarding incompetence and the 
theft of technology, it was the Soviet 
Union that landed the first spacecraft 
on the moon in 1959, with numerous 
ships following to continue scientific 
research.

The Soviet Union also launched the 
first human into space in 1961. Yuri 
Gagarin’s flight beat the aptly named 
U.S. competing space program MISS 
(Man in Space Sooner).

These misses pushed the U.S. to be-
gin a space race that made a priority 
of maintaining their show of capitalist 
superiority over socialism. The  Apollo 
11 mission to the moon was based on a 
rocket designed by Wernher Von Braun, 
a senior advisor to the  Apollo project. 
During World War II, rocket scien-
tist Wernher Von Braun (a Nazi Party 
member) had designed and built the 
V-2 rocket for Hitler that launched more 

than 3,000 missiles, while as many as 
20,000 concentration camp prisoners 
died assembling the weapons.

The fictional Ed Baldwin defended 
Von Braun, and Von Braun said that 
working for Hitler was the “cost of 
progress.”

The person Baldwin portrays, 
Thomas Sta¡ord, didn’t mention the 
contradiction of fighting for freedom 
with a Nazi. He did admit that the co-
operation with the Soviet Union was 
productive, and, instead of accusing 
the Soviets of stealing technology, he 
said the Apollo space program stud-
ied and learned from the Soviet space 
program, though the Soyuz rock-

et was very di¡erent and 
used another propellant.

The interviews in Aero-
jet Rocketdyne and Space-
flight Insider also spoke 
about the Apollo-Soyuz 
Test Project in 1975, which 
was the cooperative en-
deavor meant to ease the 
tension of the Cold War.

This was Sta¡ord’s 
fourth and final flight, a 
mission to meet up with 
the Soviets in space.

Danielle, the African 
American character in the 

series who played the role of com-
mander on the International Space 
Station, was another example of the 
alternate history. No woman from the 
U.S. went to space until 1983 – Sal-
ly Ride. And it took until 1992 before 
an African American woman entered 
space – Mae Carol Jemison, 17 years 
after the initial International Space 
Station mission.

In 1982, Soviet cosmonaut Svetlana 
Y. Savitskaya and her two crewmates 
marked the first time a space station 
hosted a mixed-gender crew.

Unlike the portrait of women in 
space presented by the series, the So-
viet Union broke records with the rep-
resentation of women and also put the 
first woman from Britain and the first 
woman from France aboard the Soviet 
space station Mir.

From rockets to stealth attack  
aircraft

In 1975, Sta¡ord commanded the 
Apollo-Soyuz Test Project and shook 
hands with cosmonauts in space; in 
1977, he took assignment as the Air 
Force Deputy Chief of Sta¡ for Re-
search, Development, and Acquisition. 
Although Sta¡ord praised the cooper-
ation with the Soviets and said the ISS 
helped to maintain peace — his new 
job was a reversal of those words. He 
led the design of stealth technology, 
producing the F-117A stealth attack 
aircraft, the advanced stealth strate-
gic B-2 bomber, directly threatening 
the Soviet Union and China.

This stealth technology was used in 
the invasion of Panama in 1989, then 
with B2 bombers slaughtering Lib-
yans in the U.S.-led NATO bombing 
in 2011 and during Operation Desert 
Storm in Iraq.

Frontline quotes from “Gulf War 
Air Power Survey Summary Report” 
by Thomas A. Keaney and Eliot A. Co-
hen: “F-117 and cruise missiles, these 
two platforms carried out all attacks 
against downtown Baghdad; the F-117 
operated at night in a heavily populat-
ed city. ... Both were aircraft of a kind 
that only a super-power could have, 
and both could deliver destruction 
with no advanced warning …

“Even without the flexibility of oth-
er aircraft, however, these platforms 
were able to set the terms for air op-
erations over Iraq and to bring the re-
ality of the war home to the residents 
of Baghdad.”

Did the Captain America-like char-
acter of Ed Baldwin, portraying the 
supposedly honorable and princi-
pled Thomas P. Sta¡ord, ever send a 
laser-guided missile into a shelter 
where only civilian women and chil-
dren resided?

The real-life Sta¡ord did not fly the 
F-117A, but he led the design of the 
stealth attack aircraft that did. An 
F-117A stealth fighter launched two 
laser-guided missiles on Feb. 13, 1991, 
in an attack on the al Amiriyah shel-
ter, which resulted in the deaths of 
more than 400 Iraqi civilians.

This writer was part of a delega-
tion in 1992 led by former U.S. Attor-
ney General Ramsey Clark, getting 
a closer look at the real-life night-
mares of U.S. imperialism. The walls 
of the thick concrete shelter were en-
tered like butter by the missiles. The 
first laser-guided missile prevented 
the escape from the shelter; the sec-
ond missile left nothing but shad-
ows in the shape of the victims on 
the walls. This writer remembers the 
dark shadow in the shape of a woman 
carrying her baby. The many pictures 
of children matching the location of 
the victims were placed on the walls 
so people would not forget the evil of 
U.S. imperialism.

In Sta¡ord’s interviews, like the 
Apple TV series, he forgets how his 
technology was used and never o¡ers 
any apology. You can imagine him 
repeating the words of Von Braun: 
“Progress has a cost.” Former Sec-
retary of State Madeleine Albright 
admitted to an interviewer on “60 
Minutes” that she thought the cost 
of 500,000 children killed by the U.S. 
sanctions on Iraq was “worth it” 
(fascists define progress as the con-
tinuation of U.S. imperialist wars and 
its theft of self-determination and 
resources).

Ironically, one of the three creators 
of the “For All Mankind” series is 
Ben Nedivi. First, he should have less 
tolerance for injustice given that he 
was born in Tel Aviv and has a first-
hand view of Israeli’s apartheid terror 
against Palestinians. And his grand-
father was a Holocaust survivor. Why 
would the country that defeated the 
Nazi government of Germany — the 
Soviet Union — be portrayed in a 
false, stereotypical picture of the Cold 
War, especially since the Soviet Red 
Army liberated the Nazis’ biggest 
concentration camp at Auschwitz and 
freed the greatest number of Holo-
caust survivors in the extermination 
camps?

The United Nations General As-
sembly designated January 27 — the 
anniversary of the liberation of Aus-
chwitz-Birkenau by the Red Army — 
as International Holocaust Remem-
brance Day. The UN writes that it is 
worrying about the rise of neo-Nazi 
organizations and wants to use this 
commemoration to develop educa-
tional programs to prevent future 
genocide.

Justifying the collaboration with 
Nazis and the ongoing U.S. war crimes 
does the opposite. It looks like this TV 
series, in the interest of U.S. imperial-
ism, was designed to sabotage prog-
ress at the cost of humanity. ₪
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By Scott Scheffer

Blame for the horrible flooding that 
has killed nearly 20,000 people in the 
city of Derna, with many thousands 
still unaccounted for in northeastern 
Libya, belongs squarely on the door-
step of Western capitalism and the 
U.S. imperialist military menace. The 
2011 U.S.-led NATO war on Libya left 
the country in a weakened, vulnera-
ble state. This catastrophe, the latest 
deadly extreme weather event, points 
more clearly to the link between un-
bridled U.S. capitalism and militarism 
and the struggle to mitigate the global 
warming crisis.

The pursuit of energy profits has 
been the Pentagon’s primary focus 
ever since the U.S. came out on top of 
the heap of imperialist powers at the 
end of World War II. The U.S. military 
and the various military alliances or-
ganized by the U.S. are huge emitters 
of greenhouse gases (GHGs.)

A 2017 study by researchers at Brown 
University reported that “U.S. mili-
tary emissions were greater than the 
GHGs of entire industrialized coun-
tries, such as Sweden, Denmark, and 
Portugal, and also greater than all CO2 
emissions from U.S. production of iron 
and steel.” The U.S. military fought 
and won the exclusion of military 
emissions from the 1997 Kyoto Proto-
col counting process. Now, when lists 
show the GHGs of various countries, 
the count is skewed in favor of the U.S.

The GHGs of the Pentagon – shock-
ing and criminal as the statistics may 
indicate - are not the most significant 
part of the military’s role in worsen-
ing global warming. The Pentagon’s 
role as the enforcer of imperialist 
domination, the plunder of nations, 
and the poverty that is imposed have 
left the Global South in such a vulner-
able state compared to the big capi-

By Struggle-La Lucha  
Los Angeles bureau

Los Angeles, Sept. 14 — The multi-
national and multi-generational Let 
Cuba Live delegation that showed up 
on the steps of City Hall today was a 
dynamic and powerful group of ac-
tivists calling on the L.A. City Council 
and Mayor Karen Bass to pass a reso-
lution and take a stand against the in-
clusion of Cuba on the State Sponsors 
of Terrorism (SSOT) list.

Krishna Daly of Black Alliance for 
Peace and Let Cuba Live led the del-
egation to meet with L.A. City Coun-
selor Eunisses Hernandez and deliver 
letters to other councilors and Mayor 
Karen Bass. Daly spoke with urgency 
of the painful and diµcult conditions 
that face the Cuban people and medi-
cal community:

“It’s not just that they don’t have 
aspirin, they can’t do necessary sur-
gery — they don’t have anesthesia 
and other crucial medical supplies, 
and they can’t get them because of the 
SSOT designation.”

Pastor Kelvin Sauls of IFCO/Pastors 

Libya, devastated by U.S./NATO bombing, 
unprepared for extreme storm floods

talist powers of the U.S., Eu-
rope, Japan, and Australia.

The poverty of the Global 
South is not some natural 
event. It results from impe-
rialist plunder and is main-
tained by the threat posed 
by the imperialist military.

Gaddafi led overthrow  
of U.S.-backed monarch

The catastrophe unfold-
ing in Libya can’t be fully 
understood without considering the 
2011 U.S.-led NATO assault. Muammar 
Gaddafi’s overthrow of U.S. ally King 
Idris in 1969 brought about a profound 
and positive transformation. Gadd-
afi took back much of the profit and 
control of the oil industry from West-
ern companies, including British Pe-
troleum, and took a share of foreign 
banks operating there.

Soon, housing, hospitals, and uni-
versities were being constructed, and 
life expectancy and literacy rates shot 
up. Education was free and mandatory 
for all — including, for the first time in 
modern Libyan history, women. Roads 
and other infrastructure were built.

Libya became a magnet for people 
throughout the region — Palestin-
ian refugees and thousands of others 
seeking a better life migrated to Lib-
ya and were welcomed. Gaddafi also 
threw out the British and U.S. militar-
ies and shut down their bases.

None of this was taken lightly by 
the imperialist powers. In 2011, they 
found their moment to strike, taking 
advantage of uprisings against Gadd-
afi during the “Arab Spring” that had 
spread throughout the region. The 
White House was initially silent but 
then openly backed arms shipments 
from Qatar and UAE to counter- 
revolutionaries.

Demonstrations soon became armed 

attacks against Gaddafi’s forces. The 
U.S.-armed counterrevolutionaries 
attacked Black Libyans in Tawergha 
and Black guest workers from Chad, 
Senegal, and other countries, lynch-
ing hundreds. The Obama/Clinton 
State Department didn’t object. When 
the Gaddafi forces successfully de-
fended against the attacks, the U.S. 
organized a NATO assault that car-
ried out nearly 10,000 airstrikes over 
seven months, about 46 every day for 
222 days. Gaddafi was captured and 
murdered by the U.S.-supported reac-
tionaries, and the vast improvements 
made in Libya have now been erased.

Critical response to capitalist  
climate change

The dams that collapsed last week 
were part of that wave of infrastruc-
ture improvements that had taken 
place in the 1970s. They didn’t exist 
during the long years of U.S.-backed 
King Idris’ reign. But Gaddafi had put 
engineers to work to protect people 
in northeastern Libya from frequent 
floods.

Storms originating in the Mediter-
ranean were always a threat. But one 
of the e¡ects of climate change — 
higher ocean temperatures — has in-
tensified storms and, at the same time, 
slowed down their movement, some-

times sitting in place for days 
while dumping vast amounts 
of rain. Because crucial in-
spections and maintenance of 
the dams weren’t kept up after 
NATO’s murderous assault de-
stroyed Gaddafi’s revolution, 
the dams were no match for the 
22-foot high rush of water that 
smashed through them and 
plowed a quarter of the city of 
Derna into the Mediterranean.

The UN and various groups 
of scientists have repeatedly warned 
that the world is not on track to meet 
even the modest goals set at the Par-
is Climate talks. The U.S. proxy war 
against Russia has led to a dramatic 
increase in GHGs being emitted and 
opened more projects to extract oil.

Critical international conferences 
called the Conference of the Parties 
occur each year. COP28 begins on No-
vember 30 in the United Arab Emirates. 
At the last conference in Copenhagen, 
an agreement for a “loss and dam-
age fund” was forced on the Western 
capitalist powers as anger boiled over. 
The intention was to address the cul-
pability of the U.S. and other capital-
ist giants in global warming and force 
them to provide funds for adaptation 
to those countries that have been so 
exploited by imperialism that they 
haven’t the funds to evacuate popu-
lations, build stronger infrastructure, 
or recover when agriculture or indus-
try is damaged.

Of course, the fund hasn’t been put 
together yet, and it will be a point of 
contention at COP28. While they may 
not become part of the discussion in 
the United Arab Emirates, the slogans 
“Abolish the Pentagon” and “Down 
with U.S. imperialism” need to be 
popularized in the people’s movement 
to fight against global warming and 
fossil fuels. ₪

for Peace & Sanctuary of Hope (SOH) 
related his history in South Afri-
ca. “The U.S. sustained the apartheid 
system, a system that made the great 
majority of people feel like pariahs in 
their homeland. This is the same thing 
that the U.S. blockade and SSOT desig-
nation does to the people of Cuba.”

Nathaniel Peterson, a youth who 
participated in the SOH trip to Cuba, 
saw the impact of the U.S. blockade 
with his own eyes. He and the oth-
er youth on the delegation delivered 
medical and stationery supplies to 
medical centers and Prensa Latina.

John Parker of the Harriet Tub-
man Center for Social Justice, Carlos 
 Sirah of Black Alliance for Peace, Dave 
 Clennon, an actor and member of SAG/
AFTRA and Interfaith Communities 
United for Justice & Peace, and  Maggie 
 Vascassenno of Women in Struggle 
completed the delegation. The group 
visited Mayor Karen Bass’ oµces and 
dispersed with plans for the next round 
of meetings, applying pressure on the 
L.A. City Council, Mayor Bass, and the 
L.A. County Board of Supervisors. ₪

LET CUBA LIVE:  
Take a stand and get Cuba off the SSOT list

From the left, Carlos Sirah, Maggie 
 Vascassenno, John Parker, Krishna Daly, 
Dave Clennon, Nathaniel Peterson,  
and Pastor Kelvin Sauls. 
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Floods devastated Derna, Libya.
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Por Berta Joubert-Ceci

El cambio climático ha afectado 
cada rincón del globo. Y en Puerto Rico, 
¿cuáles han sido las consecuencias?

Pues esta semana, cuando ha 
comenzado el nuevo curso escolar, 
una de las consecuencias de ese cam-
bio climático se ha puesto de man-
ifiesto de forma muy cruel. Y es que 
la oleada de calor intenso que ha ar-
ropado a muchos países, por nuestra 
condición colonial, se ha convertido 
en un verdadero infierno para nues-
tros niños y niñas de edad escolar.

Porque la instauración del neoliber-
alismo rapaz en esta colonia, ha oblit-
erado la planificación en beneficio de 
la ciudadanía.

Y como tenemos una casta total-
mente mafiosa y corrupta dirigiendo 
el país, no les avergüenza exhibir su 
total entrega a los intereses coloniales 
gringos y a sus allegados millonar-
ios locales. Y así regalan contratos 
de construcción a diestra y siniestra, 
prebendas, a compañías muchas vec-
es fatulas.

Infierno escolar  
en Puerto Rico

Ahora vemos cómo escuelas que se 
construyeron supuestamente como 
modelos de modernidad, no corre-
sponden a las necesidades de un cli-
ma tropical. Nuestros estudiantes se 
ahogan en salones sin ventanas y con 
techos bajos, con paredes de cristal 
que terminan siendo calentadores 
solares. Y donde además se ha defor-
estado gran parte de nuestro territorio 
sustituyéndolo con cemento. Se apos-
tó a sistemas de acondicionadores de 
aire, en vez de la ventilación cruzada a 
través de ventanas amplias como an-
tes había sido la costumbre. En aquel 
entonces, no había necesidad ni siqui-
era de abanicos, porque si algo abunda 
en nuestro país es la brisa.

Y ahora, con la privatización de la 
energía que ha impuesto la Junta de 
Control Fiscal, ni siquiera hay luz con-
fiable y estable para operar acondicio-
nadores de aire, cuando los hay.

Estudiantes, maestros y familiares 
a través de la isla se han estado man-
ifestando en contra de este, que no es 
sino un crimen de lesa humanidad. 
Exigen un sitio digno para estudiar. ₪

Los estudiantes ven a sus maestros protestar porque su escuela hace demasiado 
calor en la Escuela Elemental Santiago Iglesias Pantín en San Juan, Puerto Rico,  
el 7 de septiembre.

Desde Puerto Rico, para Radio Clarín de 
Colombia, les habló Berta Joubert-Ceci.

Lola Rodríguez de Tió
By Berta Joubert-Ceci

Septiembre en Puerto Rico tiene una 
relevancia muy especial para el pueb-
lo independentista. Es el mes del Grito 
de Lares, el gesto de independencia en 
el 1868, cuando revolucionarios boric-
uas intentaron librarse del yugo es-
pañol. También es el mes del natalicio 
de Lola Rodríguez de Tió.

¿Y quién fue Lola? Seguramente 
muchos y muchas de ustedes han oído 
“Cuba y Puerto Rico son de un pájaro 
las dos alas”, pero no siempre se sabe 
su origen y su significado tan profun-
do. Pues es del poema de Lola, “A Cuba” 
y la estrofa que le sigue dice “reciben 
flores o balas sobre el mismo corazón”. 
Un poema de amor y de agradecimien-
to a esa isla que le dio amparo tras su 
exilio forzado desde Puerto Rico. Pero 
también de lucha gemela, pues ambos 
países libraban batallas de emanci-
pación contra España.

Lola Rodríguez de Tió fue quien es-
cribió el verdadero himno de Puerto 
Rico, La Borinqueña, luego del Grito 
de Lares que comienza “¡Despierta, 
borinqueña, que han dado la señal! 

¡Despierta de ese sueño que es hora de 
luchar!

Otra de sus estrofas dice “El Grito 
de Lares se ha de repetir, y entonces 
sabremos vencer o morir. Bellísima 
Borinquen a Cuba hay que seguir”.

Y termina “Ya no queremos déspo-
tas, caiga el tirano ya; las mujeres in-
dómitas también sabrán luchar. No-
sotros queremos la libertad, y nuestros 
machetes nos la dará…”

Obviamente no era del agrado de 
los tiranos, así que le cambiaron la le-
tra a una escrita por un español, que 
solo exalta la belleza del archipiéla-
go y agradecía la intervención de Es-
paña. Esa es la que usa el gobierno y 
sus instituciones. Sin embargo, para 
el pueblo independentista sólo hay 
un himno, el original que ahora para 
distinguirlo lo llamamos el Himno 
 Revolucionario.   ₪

Addressing the United Nations 
General Assembly on Tuesday, Cuban 
President Miguel Díaz-Canel Bermú-
dez said that “a new and fairer  global 
contract is urgently needed.” He 
spoke on behalf of the Group of 77 and 
China, an organization of which Cuba 
holds the pro tempore  presidency   
in 2023.

He referred to the results of the re-
cently held Summit of Heads of State 
and Government of the G77 and China 
in Havana, where member countries 
approved a political declaration ad-
vocating changes in the internation-
al financial architecture in a way that 
allows all countries to advance more 
justly on the path to the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) and the 
2030 Agenda.

“The voice of the South, diverse 
peoples with common problems, has 
been heard from Havana,” said Díaz-
Canel, noting that more than 100 rep-
resentatives of the 134 countries that 
make up the G77 and China “demand-

Cuba’s President Díaz-Canel at United Nations: 
‘A new and fairer global contract is urgently needed’

ed changes that can no 
longer be postponed in 
the unjust, irrational 
and abusive interna-
tional economic order, 
which has deepened 
year after year the 
enormous inequalities 
between a minority of 
highly developed na-
tions and a majority 
that fails to overcome 
the euphemism of de-
veloping nations. 

“We are not asking 
for handouts or beg-
ging for favors. We are calling for a 
profound transformation of the cur-
rent international financial architec-
ture because it is deeply unjust, anach-
ronistic and dysfunctional.

“Cuba is the country that has en-
dured unilateral coercive measures for 
the longest time.

“We were not the first, and we are not 
the last. The pressures to isolate sov-

ereign states today  
also a¡ect  Venezuela, 
 Nicaragua. …” He re-
ferred to the words 
of the UN Secretary- 
General when he 
stated in Havana that 
the G77 was founded 
60 years ago to reme-
dy centuries of injus-
tice and neglect and 
that in today’s tur-
bulent world, these 
nations are entangled 
in a tangle of world 
crises, where poverty 

is increasing, and hunger is growing.
“The Group of 77 was united  — the 

Cuban leader said — by the need to 

change what has not been resolved 
and the condition of main victims of 
the current multidimensional glob-
al crisis and the current abusive un-
equal exchange, of the technological 
scientific gap and the degradation of 
the environment.

“But we have also been united, for 
more than half a century, by the ines-
capable challenge and determination 
to transform the prevailing interna-
tional order, which, in addition to be-
ing exclusive and irrational, is unsus-
tainable for the planet and unviable 
for the well-being of all”.

The countries represented in the 
G77 and China are where 80% of the 
planet’s population lives, and “not 

Díaz-Canel at the General Assembly, 
September 19, 2023: ‘There is not  
a single measure or action by Cuba 
to harm the United States, or its 
economic sector, or its social fabric.’ 

Continued on page 5


