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Socialists unite for Venezuela,
and launch new party
By Greg Butterfield
Los Angeles
During an event-packed
Zola
weekend in this sprawling
Fish
Southern California metropolis, people took to the
streets for Bolivarian Venezuela, attended an informative conference on socialism, and
revolutionary activists from across
the U.S. launched a new organization to unite workers and oppressed
people in the struggle against capitalism: the Socialist Unity Party.

‘Whose streets? Our streets!’

Lizz Toledo
Gloria
Verdieu

not tear it down. We must educate,
March 16 was a day of internanot eliminate, our family of working
Benjamín people.
tional solidarity with the people
Prado
and government of Venezuela, who
“We don’t tolerate misogyny or
John Parker
continue to resist economic sancanti-LGBTQ2S bigotry, we don’t toltions, political sabotage and military
Lizz Toledo from Atlanta told erate racism, and we don’t tolerate
threats from Washington and its alStruggle-La Lucha: “We want Maduro any ideology that pits one sector of
lies. That morning, at least 100 peoand the people of Venezuela to know our class against another,” Parker
ple gathered at MacArthur Park in
that we’re with them, and we’ll con- concluded. “No oppression should be
the heart of a Latinx neighborhood
tinue to fight here, not only for their pitted against another for the sake of
to demand “Hands Off Venezuela!”
livelihood but for our well-being, be- unprincipled opportunism.”
— a protest initiated by Struggle for
cause we have the same enemy.”
‘Don’t need an invitation to revolution’
Socialism-La Lucha por el Socialismo and sponsored by a coalition of 17 ‘Build our class up, not tear it down’
Other speakers took up the strugorganizations.
Afterward, organizers invited gles for migrant rights and the CenAs
working-class
famiprotesters inside to attend tral American refugee caravans at
lies streamed into the park or
the conference titled “Uni- the border, the strikes by teachers
shopped among the many venty for Socialism and Revo- in Los Angeles and other parts of the
dors lining the streets, they
lution.” Flags of Venezuela, country, the struggle against police
were greeted by protesters carCuba, Puerto Rico and Pal- terror and in solidarity with prisonrying bright banners and signs
estine decorated the speak- ers, fighting capitalism’s destruction
Cheryl
demanding “No war on Venezu- LaBash
ers’ area, along with the red of the environment and other issues.
ela — Money for jobs, schools,
Gloria Verdieu of San Diego gave an
flag of the socialist USSR, the
healthcare and housing,” and “Pres- LGBTQ2S liberation flag and others. inspiring talk on the
ident Maduro: We’ve got your back!” Volunteers dished up homemade life and struggle of poFact sheets in Spanish and En- vegetarian chili.
litical prisoner Mumia
glish were handed out to passersby,
Another
The conference, organized by Abu-Jamal.
describing the work that Bolivari- Struggle-La Lucha, took up “Fight- San D
 iegan, Benjamín Clarence
an Venezuela has done to lift people ing Global Capitalism,” “Fighting Prado of Unión del
Thomas
out of poverty and contrasting Pres- for Socialism” and “Global Solidar- Barrio, spoke about
ident Nicolás Maduro — a former ity.” Zola Fish, proud member of the the work of this orgabus operator and union organizer — Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma and the nization, which repre
with billionaire white supremacist Leonard Peltier Defense Committee sents the Chicano-Mexican0 comDonald Trump.
in San Diego, opened the conference munity in California: “Our struggle
In Venezuela, “The masses them- by reminding everyone that it took is to organize our people, regain our
selves democratically elected their place on stolen land. Fish dedicated land, and build a socialist society in
leader,” declared BAYAN USA Gen- the meeting to Indigenous women sustainability with Mother Earth.”
eral Secretary Nikole Cababa at an and the fight for Murdered and MissPuerto Rican revolutionary Berta
opening rally. “But more important, ing Indigenous Women, Girls and Joubert-Ceci described the takeover
they have chosen to stand up against Two-Spirit People (MMIWG2S).
of the island nation’s economy by a
U.S. intervention.”
Struggle-La Lucha’s John Parker U.S.-imposed financial control
Chanting “No blood for oil — again!” set the tone. Reviewing the ongoing board as a “laboratory experiand “Whose streets? Our streets!” global capitalist economic crisis and ment [for] a new kind of dictaprotesters seized traffic lanes around imperialist wars, Parker declared, torship and economic model.”
the park as they marched toward the “You can’t call yourself a socialist if Speaking by teleconference,
office of the Central American Re- you help enable U.S. war. If you call 
Mahtowin Munro of United
source Center (CARECEN-LA) for a yourself a socialist, it means you’re American Indians of New EnAndre
brief closing rally.
fighting to end capitalism, a system gland talked about the impor- Powell
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tance of Indigenous struggles
that profits off misery and war.
“Many of our different organiza- and decolonization in the struggle
tions are faced with attacks from the for socialism. Labor activist Andre
state,” Parker continued, “and from Powell emphasized the importance
state institutions and universities of having a Marxist understanding
of the lesbian, gay, bisexuthat try to find every kind of
al, transgender, queer and
way to negate the science of
two-spirit struggle.
socialism and the class that
Jesús Rodríguez, editor of
will bring it to fruition. They
Orinoco Tribune and former
try to take the class question
Rebecka Jackson and Sara Benjamin
Venezuelan diplomat, spoke
out of all other questions and
closed the conference with the words
Jesús Rodríguez
briefly by internet from Cahave
us
blame
each
other,
not
of freedom fighter Assata Shakur.
racas.
The
recent U.S. attack on Venour
class
enemy.
‘We have a duty to fight for our freedom.
ezuela’s
electrical
grid is comparable
“Destroying
the
unity
of
our
We have a duty to win. We must love
only
to
the
oil
sabotage
of 2002-2003
working
class
is
a
danger
to
all
of
each other and support each other.
Unfortunately,
We have nothing to lose but our chains.’ our class. We must build our class up, in severity, he said. 
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Rodríguez’s
presentation
was cut short by connection
problems resulting from
the electrical sabotage.
Struggle-La Lucha’s
Cheryl
LaBash d
 escribed
Berta
Joubert- the key to Cuba’s 60
Ceci
years of resistance to
U.S. imperialism is moving forward through
unity, as demonstrated by the recent country-wide discussions leading up to the vote adopting its new
constitution.
Other speakers took up solidarity
with Brazilian teachers, the Philippines, socialist China, People’s Korea and Vietnam, and the anti-fascist
struggle in Ukraine and Donbass.
A number of international greetings were sent to the conference
from workers’ and anti-imperialist organizations from Brazil to
Germany, Russia and the Donbass
republics.
Wonderful cultural performances were a highlight, including poets
Irene Sanchez and Matt Sedillo, and
Conga Poet Julio Rodriguez, who
performed “Invitation to the Revolution”: “We don’t need an invitation
to the revolution. All are welcome to
work for a solution.”
Conference-goers voted unanimously to send a message of solidarity to exiled Palestinian activist
Rasmeah Odeh, whose freedom to
travel and speak at political events
has come under attack by the German government through pressure
from the U.S. and Israel.
The event concluded with a special presentation and discussion led
by Clarence Thomas, a retired leader of the International Longshore
and Warehouse Union (ILWU) and
co-founder of the Million Worker
March movement, who spoke about
his experiences in the working-class
struggle, from the 1968-1969 San
Francisco State College strike led by
Black students to the ILWU’s boycott
of apartheid South Africa.
“The nature of a strike is like a
small revolution,” Thomas said.
“Workers are compelled to
develop strategies and tactics. Strikes, like revolutions, can lead to defeats and
setbacks. They can also lead
to tremendous victories.”

Socialist Unity Party founded
On March 17, workers
from many parts of the U.S. — including Black, Latinx, Asian/Pacific,
Indigenous, women, oppressed genders and LGBTQ2S workers — met
to found a new organization in the
fight against capitalism: the Socialist Unity Party.
Together, the group already publishes a bi-weekly newspaper, its
website and daily news links plus a
monthly radio broadcast. Find archives and more information at
Struggle-La-Lucha.org. Follow us
on Facebook and Twitter. If you like
what we are doing, please donate. ₪
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Slavery, Settler Colonialism, Gender Oppression
and Resistance in the Early Colonial Years
By M. Odom

T

his year marks 400 years
since “20 and odd” enslaved
A fricans on board a Dutch

frigate were traded for supplies to
English settlers at Jamestown.
As historians have noted, these
A frican captives were not the first to
be enslaved in North America. Enslaved Africans had been a part of the
labor force that had been coerced to
build the Spanish colonies of Mexico and Florida. As well, enslaved
Africans accompanied the English
settlers of the “vanished” colony of
Roanoke, thirty years earlier. Also,
there were very likely A
 fricans in
Jamestown before 1619 who might
have arrived by way of Florida.
Nevertheless, none of these new
findings diminish the importance of
1619 to our study of slavery, capitalism and the Black freedom struggle.
With the introduction of enslaved
Africans, the plantation society of
colonial Virginia expanded and the
wealth of the American colonies was
generated. From this, the primary
contradiction in American history
was generated.
The enslavement of hundreds of
thousands of Africans over the following 160 years produced the independence of the bourgeois class
of American settlers from England
— literally. Tobacco farmed by enslaved Africans in Virginia became
currency paid to the French for their
decisive support of American colonial rebels.

1

ST IN A

SERIES

1619

American culture celebrates the
formation of the Plymouth Colony
as its national origin because it reinforces national mythology: units
of Christian families migrated to
the United States in search of religious freedom. No such pretenses in
the formation of the Virginia Colony.
As historian Annette Gordon-Reed
notes, Jamestown is the United
States’ Garden of Eden and slavery
and white supremacy is the nation’s
original sin.
In May 1607, the 104 original settlers arrived in Jamestown. All of
them were men and boys contracted
as a part of an expedition financed
by the Virginia Company of London.

With no women, this trek was an
economic venture intent on creating
an extractive economy. The settlers
hoped to find precious minerals,
wood and other natural resources
that could be sent back to England.
As well, they were in search of a
Northwest Passage to Asian trade
markets. In exchange, they were met
with death and starvation.
The subsequent three years are
historically known as the Starving
Time. Less than 40 of the original
settlers survived until 1608. As many
as 500 more settlers arrived, but only
60 were alive by 1610. Mineral extraction had failed and the drought
hurt their efforts at sustenance
farming. The fate of the colony shifted in 1610 with the arrival of John
Rolfe and a shift in the extractive
economies.
In 1610, John Rolfe arrived in Virginia. Rolfe, an English merchant,
aimed to undercut the Spanish
monopoly on the tobacco trade. The
tobacco smoked in the American
northeast was too strong to be mass
produced for the English market.
Introducing a much more popular
strand of tobacco to the English and
European society, Rolfe cornered the
market and made Virginia the center
of the tobacco industry. This became
the material basis for the development of American society. By 1620,
Rolfe was shipping 40,000 pounds
of tobacco to England, annually. By
1624, it had become 240,000 annual
pounds. By 1680, that metastasized
to 25 million pounds per year.

Tobacco became one-fourth of all
American colonial exports and 70
percent came from the U.S. In European society, tobacco moved from being
an elite luxury to a common practice
and a plurality of the global product
came from the Chesapeake region.
However, tobacco is a very labor
intensive crop. Mass production
of tobacco was first made possible
through servant and slave labor and
subsequently through automation.
Very hard on the soil, tobacco also
requires frequent crop rotations. The
need for more plantation land and
cheap or enslaved labor highlights
the relationship between settler
colonialism and that enslavement
which defined the peculiarity of the
American political economy in the
17th century.
Commemorating four hundred
years of Black freedom struggle in
the British North America, this series examines that first century of
life in the American colonies. In
the construction of a racial capitalist venture, slavery, the histories of
A frican, Native and working people
in the American colonies overlapped.
This first century was a moment
of uncertainty which included multi
ple acts of resistance and s
 olidarity.
In this series, we will highlight
the struggles of Africans, Native
people and indentured servants to

forge solidarity and find freedom.
These struggles at the rise of American c
 olonialism serve as a lesson of
solidarity and resistance in the 21st
century.
₪

Free Chelsea Manning now!
By Prisoners Solidarity Committee
U.S. District Judge Claude Hilton in
Alexandria, Va., expressed the government’s contempt for every woman, every trans person and every
worker when he sent heroic military
whistleblower Chelsea Manning back
to jail on International Women’s Day.
Manning spent seven years in a
military prison under the Obama administration for sharing evidence of
U.S. war crimes in Iraq with the news
site Wikileaks. She defied a grand
jury subpoena meant to force her to
testify in a case that U.S. prosecutors are building against Wikileaks
founder and editor Julian Assange.
In a prepared statement given at
the grand jury hearing on March 8,
Manning said: “I will not comply
with this, or any other grand jury.
Imprisoning me for my refusal to
answer questions only subjects me
to additional punishment for my repeatedly stated ethical objections to
the grand-jury system.
“The grand jury’s questions pertained to disclosures from nine years
ago, and took place six years after an
in-depth computer forensics case,
in which I testified for almost a full
day about these events. I stand by my
previous public testimony.
“I will not participate in a secret process that I morally object to,
particularly one that has been historically used to entrap and perse-

cute activists for protected political
speech.”
Judge Hilton, a Reagan appointee,
immediately found Manning in contempt and ordered her imprisoned
“until she purges” — i.e., agrees to
testify — or for the life of the grand
jury, which could be up to 18 months.
The judge and prosecutors brushed
aside serious concerns for Manning’s
health and safety raised by her defense attorneys. They asked that
Manning, who recently underwent
surgery, be confined to her home,
where she could receive appropriate, trans-affirmative medical care.
Judge Hilton claimed U.S. marshals
can handle her medical care in the
Alexandria jail.
Democratic
President
Barack
Obama forced Manning to serve seven years of a 35-year military prison sentence before finally bowing to
protests and granting her clemency at
the end of his second term. Incoming
Republican President Donald Trump
tweeted that she was an “Ungrateful
TRAITOR” who “should never have
been released from prison.”
During her long imprisonment,
Manning was tortured with solitary
confinement and other forms of extreme isolation. She was also denied
appropriate health care.
Manning’s attorney, Moira Meltzer-Cohen, said they will appeal the
judge’s ruling.
Fortunately, expressions of sup-

port for political prisoner Chelsea
Manning were quick in coming.
Roger Waters, the songwriter and musician who has recently distinguished himself with his
outspoken support for Bolivarian
Venezuela, took to social media
on behalf of “great heroic whistleblower Chelsea Manning.” “We
support you completely and we’ll
work unreservedly to get you released
from this insane incarceration that
the US government is imposed on you
and I’m for you.”
National Security Agency whistleblower Edward Snowden, who
was forced to flee the country after
exposing government cyber-spying
practices, saluted Manning’s courage and said, “She must be released.”
Code Pink founder Medea Benjamin declared that Manning is once
again being penalized for her work
as a whistleblower in 2010, when she
was trying to inform people “about
the abuses of our government in the
invasion of Iraq.”
Pentagon Papers whistleblower
Daniel Ellsberg, who helped expose
U.S. war crimes in Vietnam, said:
“Chelsea Manning is again acting
heroically in the name of press freedom, and it’s a travesty that she has
been sent back to jail for refusing to
testify to a grand jury. An investigation into WikiLeaks for publishing
is a grave threat to all journalists’
rights, and Chelsea is doing us all a

Chelsea Manning before her grand
jury appearance on March 8.

service for fighting it.
“She has already been tortured,
spent years in jail and has suffered
more than enough. She should be released immediately.”

Break the isolation!
On March 9, the day after Manning
was again imprisoned, anti-war activists rallied outside the jail. When
supporters asked to visit her, they
were turned away by the Alexandria
sheriff’s deputies, raising concerns
that Manning will again be subject to
punishment by isolation.
For updates and information on
upcoming actions in support of
Manning, follow Chelsea Resists on
Twitter. You can also donate to her
legal defense fund.
Supporters can help break the isolation campaign by writing to her:

Chelsea Elizabeth Manning
William G. Truesdale
Adult Detention Center
2001 Mill Road
Alexandria, VA 22314

And get involved with the
Prisoners Solidarity Committee! ₪
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VENEZUELA:

Calling the arsonist to put out the fire
By Cheryl LaBash
On Sunday morning March 10,
electricity was largely restored
in Venezuela after the sabotage
of its power grid that began on
March 7. Even in the midst of
the crisis, Bolivarian Venezuelans with their elected president,
Nicolás Maduro Moro, mobilized
in a massive united anti-imperialist
demonstration on March 9.
The U.S. government bears as much
responsibility for these new hardships in Venezuela as was caused by
its targeted bombing of Iraqi electric
infrastructure in 1991.
Of course, no U.S. Air Force bombs
rained down on Venezuela’s Guri
hydroelectric complex. None were
needed to inflict more economic suffering on the Bolivarian people. Equally devastating and lethal
methods are now in imperialism’s
toolbox, including cyber weapons
and the cruel reality hidden behind
the innocuous and nonthreatening
term “sanctions.”
In a March 9 article posted during
Venezuela’s power outage, Forbes
contributor and Senior Fellow at the
George Washington University Center for Cyber & Homeland Security
Kalev Leetaru wrote: “In the case of
Venezuela, the idea of a government
like the United States remotely interfering with its power grid is actually quite realistic. Remote cyber operations rarely require a significant
ground presence, making them the
ideal deniable influence operation.
Given the U.S. government’s long-

standing concern with Venezuela’s
government, it is likely that the U.S.
already maintains a deep presence
within the country’s national infrastructure grid, making it relatively straightforward to interfere with
grid operations.”
On March 7, U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio’s tweets seemed to know a lot
about the power outage, before some
events could have even occurred. In a
TeleSUR video, Venezuelan Minister
of Communication and Information
Jorge Rodríguez said that the automated control system at the Guri
hydroelectric plant had been cyber
attacked. Rubio couldn’t have known
that the backup generators didn’t
work unless he also knew the target.
Guri generates 70 percent of Venezuela’s electricity.
However, the Venezuelan grid is an
ongoing target in the U.S.’s war for
oil. For example, on Sept. 1, 2018, EFE.
com reported 12 arrests for damaging electric substations in the Zulia
province.
In the article, the minister of electric energy, Luis Motta Domínguez,
said: “It grabs my attention that a
well-known opposition leader was
here yesterday, calling on Venezue-

lans to insurrect and saying that the
insurrection will begin in Zulia, and
that the substations exploded that
same night.”
The U.S. economic war on Bolivarian Venezuela began with the election of President Hugo Chávez in 1998.
Chávez brought the most oppressed
and marginalized out of the shadow
of the oil oligarchs, registered everyone to vote and began a constitutional
transformation recognizing the rights
of the majority working class, women,
Indigenous and African-descendent
peoples. The U.S.-engineered coup attempt in 2002 was defeated and an oil
lockout followed, because Chávez was
using the income from the natural
wealth of Venezuela for the majority
instead of the wealthy few.

Sanctions and terrorism of the dollar
When U.S. political figures say
Pre
sident Maduro uses Venezuela’s
oil income and other wealth for his
“friends,” the friends are the majority
of Venezuelans, as it was with Chávez.
The decline in oil prices combined
with U.S. restrictions that block purchase or sales on the international markets and threaten to fine any
bank or corporation in any other
country for granting credit to Venezuela for purchase of food or medicine or equipment parts has created
the economic crisis. Thus, the creators of the crisis are really hoping
to take control of and profit from
Venezuela’s vast oil, gold and coltan
resources.
A PressTV correspondent in Caracas reported on March 9 that a wom-

an at an opposition rally called out for
Trump’s intervention. He characterized it as “calling the arsonist to put
out the fire.” U.S. intervention does
not bring prosperity or peace, but
the same kind of devastation seen in
Iraq, Afghanistan, Libya and Syria.

Who are Guaidó’s friends?
Self-appointed U.S.-backed coup
leader Juan Guaidó’s picture for
Venezuela was reported by the Wall
Street Journal to include “financial
aid from multilateral organizations,
tapping bilateral loans, restructuring debt and opening up Venezuela’s
vast oil sector to private investment.
It includes privatizing assets held by
state enterprises derided by the opposition as corrupt and incompetent
and eliminating currency controls. …
He also said he’d end wasteful state
subsidies and take steps to revive the
private sector.”
As Greyzone.com analyzed: “In
other words, Guaidó plans to implement the neoliberal capitalist shock
therapy that Washington has imposed on the region for decades.
“Using
funding
from
U.S.-
dominated international financial
institutions like the International
Monetary Fund (IMF), the Venezuelan coup leader seeks to adopt an
aggressive ‘structural adjustment’
program, enacting the kinds of economic policies that have led to the
preventable deaths of millions of
people and an explosion of poverty
and inequality in the years following
capitalist restoration in the former
Soviet Union.” ₪

John Bolton and the Monroe Doctrine
By Stephen Millies
John Bolton doesn’t serve up any
mush about “democracy “ or “human rights” in selling the U.S. war
against Venezuela. Trump’s national
security advisor told the Fox Business Network on Jan. 24 the real reason for the hostilities:
“It will make a big difference to
the United States economically if we
could have American oil companies
really invest in and produce the oil
capabilities in Venezuela.”
In other words, it’s all about oil
profits.
Turning back the clock to Teddy
Roosevelt and U.S. battleships blasting “restless natives,” Bolton told
CNN’s Jake Tapper on March 3, “In
this administration, we’re not afraid
to use the phrase Monroe Doctrine.”
War hawk Bolton was referring to
the colonial relic that was invoked
to justify dozens of U.S. invasions of
countries in the Americas. Instead
of battleships, Bolton’s former boss
Ronald Reagan sent two aircraft carriers to assault the 135-square-mile
sized island of Granada.
The Monroe Doctrine is also a relic
of slavery. It’s named for the fifth U.S.
president, slave master James Monroe.
As Virginia governor, Monroe
crushed a revolt of enslaved Africans
in 1800. At least 26 Black people were
hanged. Among them was the revolt’s leader, the blacksmith Gabriel
Prosser, and his two brothers Solomon and Martin, who were executed
on Oct. 10, 1800.

The Monroe Doctrine helped murder Haitian national hero Charlemagne Péralte in 1919 after U.S. Marines invaded Haiti and stole the
country’s gold reserves. At Trump’s
direction, the Bank of England has
done the same to over a billion dollars of Venezuelan gold.
Marine Corps Sgt. Herman Hanneken wore blackface when he assassinated Péralte and was awarded
the Medal of Honor for his crime.
Hanneken was eventually promoted
to brigadier general.

Smedley Butler told the truth
It’s a lie that the Monroe Doctrine
was ever used to stop European powers from reoccupying their former
colonies in the Western Hemisphere.
Reagan’s defense secretary, Caspar
Weinberger, was knighted by Queen
Elizabeth for helping British Prime
Minister Thatcher invade Argentina’s Islas Malvinas.
Back in 1935, another Marine Corps
general—Smedley Butler—told the
truth about the Monroe Doctrine:
“I spent 33 years and four months
in active military service and during
that period I spent most of my time as
a high class muscle man for Big Business, for Wall Street and the bankers.
In short, I was a racketeer, a gangster for capitalism. I helped make
Mexico and especially Tampico safe
for American oil interests in 1914.
I helped make Haiti and Cuba a decent place for the National City Bank
[now Citibank] to collect revenues in.

I helped in the raping of half a dozen
Central American republics for the
benefit of Wall Street. I helped purify Nicaragua for the International
Banking House of Brown Brothers
in 1902-1912. I brought light to the
Dominican Republic for the American sugar interests in 1916. I helped
make Honduras right for the American fruit companies in 1903. In China
in 1927 I helped see to it that Standard Oil went on its way unmolested. Looking back on it, I might have
given Al Capone a few hints. The best
he could do was to operate his racket
in three districts. I operated on three
continents.”
Butler was awarded two Medals of
Honor. He wanted to return the first
one, given in connection with the
U.S. Navy shelling Veracruz. People
fought back but hundreds of Mexi-

cans were slaughtered in the occupation that started April 21, 1914.
The day before — April 20, 1914 —
over 20 people, including 11 children,
were killed by the Colorado National Guard at a workers’ tent colony at
the town of Ludlow. These National
Guard mercenaries were breaking
the strike of the United Mine Workers against Rockefeller-owned Colorado Fuel and Iron.
Among those murdered was strike
leader, Louis Tikas, a Greek immigrant. Trump would have wanted to
deport his corpse.
The Ludlow Massacre was a domestic version of the Monroe Doctrine. To paraphrase Karl Marx, U.S.
labor will never be free when workers in Africa, Asia and Latin America
continue to be exploited by U.S. imperialist capitalism. `₪

El Tribunal sobre crímenes PUERTO RICO TRIBUNAL
coloniales en Puerto Rico Crimes of colonialism
Por Berta Joubert-Ceci
De la charla en la conferencia Unidad para
el Socialismo y la Revolución, convocada por la
publicación Struggle - La Lucha, en Los Ángeles
el 16 de marzo de 2019. Berta Joubert-Ceci es
la iniciadora del Tribunal Internacional sobre
Crímenes Coloniales de los Estados Unidos
contra Puerto Rico — PuertoRicoTribunal.org.
El pasado mes de octubre se reunió
en la ciudad de Nueva York el Tribunal Internacional sobre Crímenes
Coloniales de los Estados Unidos
contra Puerto Rico. Decenas de testimonios resumieron algunos de los
crímenes cometidos contra mi pueblo desde 1898.
Pero todos estos crímenes fueron
solo manifestaciones del crimen más
grande, el colonialismo.
Por ejemplo:
Los crímenes contra el medio ambiente que hoy se están intensificando, crímenes que han quitado la
salud y la vida de cientos de personas boricuas a través de la contaminación militar y la contaminación
industrial. Hoy particularmente, uno
contra el que se está luchando fuertemente es la contaminación por la
corporación estadounidense AES.
AES quema carbón traído de Colombia y vierte las cenizas tóxicas en
varios lugares de la isla. Estas cenizas se filtran a través de los acuíferos
que proporcionan agua potable a lxs
residentes de esas áreas. Se extienden a través del viento; contaminan
el suelo donde se cultivan vegetales.
Los crímenes contra nuestra cultura, nuestra lengua, nuestra propia historia. Su conocimiento ha sido
negado, ha sido suprimido. Nuestros
héroes independentistas han sido
borrados de la historia que se enseña
en la escuela. Nuestrxs hijos aprenden
sobre Lincoln y Washington, pero no
nuestro Betances o De Hostos. El intento es quitarnos el orgullo nacional,
hacernos dóciles sujetos coloniales.
Delitos contra nuestra educación,
que ahora serán denegados a lxs boricuas más pobres con el cierre de
cientos de escuelas y la privatización
del resto en manos de empresas
mayormente estadounidenses. Incluso hay un esfuerzo por destruir
nuestra universidad pública nacional, la Universidad de Puerto Rico.
Delitos contra cualquier posibilidad de desarrollar la infraestructura
del archipiélago y una economía y agricultura sostenibles. De esa manera,
las corporaciones estadounidenses
tienen una fuente confiable de ganancias. ¡Una colonia existe para enriquecer a su amo y no al revés!
Hubo testimonios de control de la
población, de la militarización para
servir a los intereses de los Estados
Unidos.
Y de la represión política del movimiento independentista que comenzó
el mismo día en que Estados Unidos
invadió y solo ha crecido hasta hoy
pero de manera más sofisticada.
El jurado deliberó durante 2 horas
y emitió el veredicto: declaró al gobierno de los Estados Unidos culpable
de crímenes contra la humanidad y
exigió que:
1. El gobierno de los Estados Unidos
reconozca y se disculpe por los
delitos antes mencionados contra
el pueblo de Puerto Rico
2. Los Estados Unidos entreguen toda
propiedad y poder tomados por la
fuerza del pueblo puertorriqueño

3. Los Estados Unidos paguen indemnización a las víctimas del
crimen de colonialismo.
Pero esta indemnización solo es
posible si las personas, como usted,
las personas en los Estados Unidos y
en todo el mundo ejercen presión. El
Tribunal no fue solo un día de testimonios. Es un proceso continuo hasta que el pueblo boricua sea libre.
Les insto a seguir y comunicarse con
el Tribunal en su página web PuertoRicoTribunal.org y en Facebook.
¡Juntas y juntos, podemos lograrlo!
Me gustaría terminar colocando la
lucha por la independencia boricua
en un contexto más global.
Puerto Rico siempre ha sido utilizado como laboratorio por los EUA.
En Vieques, la Marina estadounidense practicó ejercicios militares
para invadir otros países como
Granada y Panamá. Probó armas
utilizadas en sus guerras criminales
contra Irak. Lxs puertorriqueñxs han
sido utilizados como conejillos de Indias para las pruebas de medicamentos que benefician a las compañías
farmacéuticas de los Estados Unidos.
Ahora es un nuevo tipo de experimento de laboratorio: un nuevo tipo
de dictadura y modelo económico.
Ahora que el capitalismo está en
agonía, está tratando de sobrevivir a
toda costa. Retomando las ganancias
obtenidas por la clase obrera en todo
el mundo e intensificando las divisiones y el odio. Imponiendo sus programas de austeridad neoliberal más
criminales. Y esto no solo es Trump.
Es un intento desesperado de la burguesía por mantener vivo su sistema,
usar cualquier cosa y no detenerse
ante nada. Intentar destruir países
que han intentado un cierto grado de
autonomía y distancia del imperialismo estadounidense.
Aquí es donde Puerto Rico encaja
con los nuevos objetivos de Estados
Unidos. ¿Qué mejor lugar para esto
que una colonia que no tiene absolutamente ninguna soberanía? Una
Junta de Control Fiscal corrupta se
impuso en Puerto Rico hace dos años.
Se presentó como una forma de resolver la bancarrota en la que Estados Unidos sumergió el archipiélago
con una deuda de $ 74 mil millones.
En cambio, su función real ha sido
reestructurar el país para servir mejor a los intereses de Wall Street.
Es por eso que el pueblo puertorriqueño ahora está exigiendo el fin
de la Junta de Control Fiscal y la Ley
PROMESA, la que bajo el ex presidente Obama impuso la JCF.
Pero el pueblo boricua no puede
hacerlo solo. Nosotrxs, en este país
en particular, tenemos que estar
activamente en solidaridad con ese
pueblo. Requiere una lucha global. En
este mundo globalizado, ningún país
puede luchar solo, y particularmente
cuando la mayoría de los ataques
emanan de este Estados Unidos
criminal, racista y terrorista.
¡Viva la solidaridad internacional!
¡Libertad para Puerto Rico ya!

From a talk at the Unity for Socialism and Revolution
conference, called by the publication Struggle-La Lucha,
in Los Angeles on March 16, 2019. Berta Joubert-Ceci was
the initiator of the International Tribunal on U.S. Colonial
Crimes against Puerto Rico — PuertoRicoTribunal.org.
Last
October
in New York City,
the International
Tribunal on U.S.
Colonial Crimes Against Puerto Rico
was convened. Dozens of testimonies
summarized some of the crimes committed against my people since 1898.
But all these crimes were only
manifestations of the greatest
crime: colonialism.
For example, crimes against the
environment that are intensifying
to this day, crimes that have taken
away the health and the lives of hundreds of Boricua people through military contamination and industrial
contamination. Particularly today,
one source that is being fought very
strongly is the contamination by the
U.S. corporation AES.
AES burns coal brought from Colombia and dumps the toxic ashes in
several places on the island. These
ashes percolate through the aquifers that provide drinking water to
the residents of those areas. They are
spread through the wind. They contaminate the soil where vegetables
are grown.
Crimes against our culture, our
language, our own history, its
knowledge, have been denied, have
been suppressed. Our independence
heroes have been erased from the
history taught at school. Our children learn about Lincoln and Washington, but not our Betances or De
Hostos. The attempt is to take our
national pride away, make us docile
colonial subjects.
Crimes against our education,
which now will be denied to the
poorest Boricuas with the closing of
hundreds of schools and the privatization of the rest in the hands of U.S.
companies. There is even an effort to
destroy our national public university, the UPR.
Crimes against any possibility of
developing the archipelago’s infrastructure and a sustainable economy
and agriculture. That way, U.S. corporations have a dependable source
of profits. A colony exists to enrich its
master and not the other way around!
There were testimonies of population control, of the militarization to
serve U.S. interests.
And of the political repression of
the independence movement that
started the very day that the U.S. invaded and has only grown to this day
in the most sophisticated manner.

The Puerto Rico Tribunal concludes

The tribunal jury deliberated for
two hours and rendered the verdict:
It found the U.S. government guilty
for crimes against humanity, and
demanded that:
1. The U.S. government acknowledge
and apologize for the aforementioned crimes against the Puerto
Rican people
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2. The U.S. surrender all property
and power forcibly taken from the
Puerto Rican People
3. The U.S. pay reparations to victims
of the crime of colonialism
But this redress is only possible if
the people — you — people in the U.S.
and worldwide exert their pressure.
The tribunal was not only one day of
testimonies. It is an ongoing process
until the Boricua people are free.
I urge you to follow and communicate with the tribunal in its webpage, PuertoRicoTribunal.org, and in
Facebook. Together, we can make it
possible!
I would like to end by placing the
struggle for the independence of
Puerto Rico in a more global context.
Puerto Rico has always been used
as a laboratory by the U.S. In Vieques,
the U.S. Navy practiced the exercises to invade other countries, like
Grenada and Panamá, and tested
weapons used in their criminal war
against Iraq. Puerto Rican people
were used as guinea pigs for the testing of drugs that benefited U.S. pharmaceutical companies.
Now it’s a new kind of laboratory
experiment: a new kind of dictatorship and economic model.
Now that capitalism is in its death
throes, it is trying to survive at all
costs. Taking back the gains won by
the working class worldwide. Intensifying divisions and hatred. Imposing the most criminal neoliberal
austerity programs. And this is not
just Trump. It is a desperate attempt
of the bourgeoisie to keep their system alive, using anything and stopping at nothing. Trying to destroy
countries that have attempted a degree of autonomy and distance from
U.S. imperialism.
This is where Puerto Rico fits the
new U.S. aims. What better place for
this than a colony that has absolutely
no sovereignty? A corrupt fiscal control board was imposed on Puerto
Rico two years ago. It was presented
as a way to solve the bankruptcy that
the U.S. immersed the archipelago in
with a debt of $74 billion. Instead, its
real function has been to restructure
Puerto Rico to better serve the interests of Wall Street.
That is why the people of Puerto
Rico now are demanding an end to the
fiscal control board and the Promesa Law — the one that under Obama
imposed the fiscal control board.
But the Boricua people cannot do
it alone. We, in this country particularly, have to stand actively in solidarity with them. It requires a global
struggle. In this globalized world, no
country can struggle alone, and particularly, when most of the attacks
emanate from this criminal, racist
and terrorist United States.
Long live international solidarity!
Free Puerto Rico Now!
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