Swedish unions and ILWU Local 10
in solidarity with fired worker over
Israeli arms embargo

written by Struggle - La Lucha
February 19, 2025
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The dismissal of Swedish Dockworkers Union (SDU) spokesperson and national deputy chair
Erik Helgeson is a blatant act of retaliation for the union’s legally-sanctioned hoycott of
military cargo to and from Israel. This dismissal represents an attack on trade union rights,
freedom of speech, and the democratic decision made by dockworkers across Sweden.

https://www.workersinpalestine.org/news/defend-trade-union-rights

Take Action Now!

The dismissal of Swedish Dockworkers Union (SDU) spokesperson and national
deputy chair Erik Helgeson is a blatant act of retaliation for the union’s legally-
sanctioned boycott of military cargo to and from Israel. This dismissal represents an
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attack on trade union rights, freedom of speech, and the democratic decision made
by dockworkers across Sweden.

In December 2024, SDU members voted with a 68% majority to launch a six-day
boycott of military cargo in response to the crisis in Gaza. The boycott was not only
legal but also upheld by a unanimous preliminary ruling from Sweden’s labor courts.
Yet, on the very day of this legal victory, Erik was dismissed by his employer,
Gothenburg RoRo Terminal - a move designed to silence union voices and intimidate
workers everywhere.

The SDU vote and action has been one of the strongest actions taken by workers
anywhere in Europe in solidarity with the people of Palestine since 2023. It was
voted on democratically, carried out lawfully, and targeted military cargo - not the
operations of the employer.

Erik’s dismissal is an attack on all of us who believe in the right to organize, to speak
out against injustice, and to take meaningful action in solidarity with oppressed
peoples. We must act together to demand Erik’s immediate reinstatement and to
defend the right of workers to stand up for justice without fear.

Take Action Now!

Send a message to the employer (sample below). Urge your union to join ILWU Local
10 in adopting a solidarity resolution. Send a copy to the Swedish Dockworkers

Union at kansli@hamn.nu

Sample Email to Send to DFDS and Gothenburg RoRo Terminal

E-mail to: roroid@gotroro.com

Subject: Reinstate Erik Helgeson - Respect Trade Union Rights
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[ am writing to express my deep concern regarding the dismissal of Erik Helgeson,
spokesperson and national deputy chair of the Swedish Dockworkers Union (SDU).
Erik was fired on the very day that Sweden’s labor courts upheld the legality of the
union’s boycott of military cargo to and from Israel - a boycott undertaken in
response to the crisis in Gaza and supported by a democratic vote of the union’s
members.

The decision to fire Erik appears to be a retaliatory measure against legitimate
union activity, a move that undermines both trade union rights and freedom of
speech. Sweden’s labor laws, as well as international standards on freedom of
association, protect workers’ rights to organize and speak out about workplace
actions without fear of retribution.

[ urge you to:

1. Immediately reinstate Erik Helgeson to his position.

2. Publicly withdraw the baseless accusations against him.

3. Commit to respecting the rights of workers to organize and take collective
action.

The world is watching how DFDS and Gothenburg RoRo Terminal respond to this
situation. Defending Erik’s rights is not just about one individual - it is about
upholding democratic principles and protecting the right of all workers to stand in
solidarity with those facing injustice.

Thank you for your time and attention.
Sincerely,
[Your Name]

[Your Contact Information]
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[Optional: Affiliation/Union/Organisation Name]

Rally for Trans Visibility at
Stonewall, Feb. 22

written by Struggle - La Lucha
February 19, 2025
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Baltimore - We honor Malcolm X -
Sat., Feb. 22

written by Struggle - La Lucha
February 19, 2025
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Al for the people? How China’s Al
development challenges U.S. big
tech

written by Struggle - La Lucha
February 19, 2025

The following text is based on a talk given by Gary Wilson at the “Deep Seek and the
Challenge to U.S. Technological Hegemony” webinar on Feb. 16, hosted by the
Friends of Socialist China and the International Manifesto Group. The full webinar is
available on YouTube at

Let’s start with the U.S. tech war against China. Some call it a New Cold War. A
problem with that term is there’s no guarantee it will stay “cold.” There is a major
U.S. military buildup around China, with a U.S. Army drone warfare Green Beret
unit now stationed in Taiwan, and aircraft carriers from the U.S., France and Japan
conducting “war games” in the South China Sea.

Nancy Pelosi’s visit to Taiwan in 2022, the first high-level U.S. official visit since the
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1990s, was a provocation challenging China’s sovereignty, that was backed with an
unprecedented escalation in U.S. military activity in the region that came
dangerously close to sparking a “hot war.”

Anyway, whatever we call it, a New Cold War, an economic war, trade war or tech
war — the U.S. has made China’s science and technology a target. The U.S. has
imposed strict limits on technology transfers, restricted access to semiconductors,
sanctioned Chinese tech companies, blocked academic and research collaboration,
and halted many scientific exchanges.

This tech war didn’t just start. It really began in 2011 with Barack Obama’s Pivot to
Asia, a Cold War-style containment policy. The Pivot to Asia was primarily a military
operation but also introduced export controls on advanced technologies.

As a military operation, it involved moving 60% of U.S. naval forces into the Asia-
Pacific region, militarily surrounding China, and expanding military exercises like
RIMPAC, the world’s largest naval war games.

The tech war escalated significantly during Donald Trump’s first presidency with
trade restrictions and sanctions on Chinese firms, including Huawei and ZTE.

Then, with Joe Biden, even more severe restrictions were imposed. The U.S. also
expanded military and technology alliances against China, like AUKUS - some call it
the Asian NATO — and the U.S.-Japan-South Korea trilateral pact.

In the first few days of his second term, Trump implemented more aggressive export
controls. The media is calling it a “tough on China” policy. Just two days ago,
Trump’s State Department removed the statement “We do not support Taiwan
independence” from its U.S. relations with Taiwan web page. The Financial Times
reported this week that Trump has threatened China with 60% tariffs and he may
ban Nvidia semiconductors.
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Why are semiconductors such a big deal?

Semiconductors are the foundation of modern technology — enabling the
functionality of virtually every device and system we use every day. For example,
since the 1970s, every automobile has required semiconductors in order to operate.

Biden’s Commerce Secretary said - and I quote - “the goal is to limit China’s ‘access
to advanced semiconductors that could fuel breakthroughs in artificial intelligence
and sophisticated computers.””

Despite the restrictions, China has been making significant strides in semiconductor
technology. Huawei is developing advanced high-powered chips, and the
performance of its new Ascend 910C compares to Nvidia’s H20, the GPU used to
build DeepSeek R1. While DeepSeek was trained on the Nvidia H20, it used the
Ascend 910C for inference, the process where a trained AI model draws conclusions.

This brings us to DeepSeek Al, a large language model or LLM built in China that
equals the best in the U.S.

It was developed using less data and computing power and at a fraction of the cost
of U.S. models.

With its release it profoundly became clear that the U.S. is not winning its tech war
against China. Instead of falling behind, China showed its strength.

It’s not just DeepSeek — China has built entire high-tech industries that now
dominate globally:

= Huawei is the world’s leading 5G telecommunications company.
= BYD is the world’s top electric vehicle maker.

» CATL leads in advanced battery technology.

= Tongwei is tops in solar power.

https://www.struggle-la-lucha.org/2025/page/54/
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= DJI is the world’s largest commercial drone maker.

U.S. restrictions haven’t stopped China

When the Pivot to Asia began in 2011, the U.S. led in 60 of 64 key technologies
globally.

By 2022, China had surpassed the U.S. in 52 of those technologies.

For years, Al was dominated by U.S. companies like Google and Microsoft’s OpenAl,
but today, China is leading in Al development and applications, not just with
DeepSeek. Why?

Unlike the U.S., which focuses on Al for corporate profits, China sees Al as a driver
of economic transformation — a way to modernize its economy.

Lenin famously said that communism is Soviet power plus electrification. Today, he
might say, high tech.

In 2017, China released its “Next Generation Artificial Intelligence Development
Plan.” That plan is based on building open-source platforms to coordinate hardware,
software and cloud-based systems.

This approach is similar to how technologies like the Internet’s World Wide Web or
Linux (the operating system for servers, cloud computing, mobile devices, and
supercomputers) became dominant: They were built on open source standards that
allowed for worldwide collaboration and innovation.

Accessible open-source Al can overtake the for-profit proprietary tech monopolies.

One of DeepSeek Al's most groundbreaking features is its ability to run on low-cost
hardware, including laptops, even smartphones — making AI more accessible than
ever before. This decentralized approach contrasts with how Al is used in the U.S,,
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where companies like Amazon and Walmart deploy closed Al systems for worker
monitoring, automation and robotics while using it to cut wages and suppress union
organizing.

The potential benefits of treating Al as a public utility are immense. Rather than
displacing workers or driving inequality, open-access Al can be used for equitable
planning of production and distribution.

China is already leveraging Al for public services

China has embraced smart cities, using Al to optimize urban management, traffic
control, waste management, and energy efficiency. There are over 500 smart city
pilot projects in China right now. Al is also being used in health care, education, and
disaster response:

» Health care: Al is being used to predict disease outbreaks, optimize hospital
resource allocation, and provide personalized health care.

» Education: Al is being used to enhance personalized learning and helps
bridge urban-rural education gap.

= Disaster Preparedness: Al assists in flood prediction, earthquake monitoring,
and emergency response coordination.

Despite U.S. restrictions, China continues to advance in Al, semiconductors, and
other high-tech industries. China is shaping the future of global technology, and Al
could play a key role in the economic planning of production and services to meet
people’s needs.

Gary Wilson is a long-time socialist agitator currently working as co-editor of
Struggle-La Lucha. A retired computer network engineer, Gary is the author of a
couple of guides to the Linux operating system and, more recently, “War & Lenin in
the 21st Century.”
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Community drives out Nazis in Ohio

written by Struggle - La Lucha
February 19, 2025

On Feb. 7, a hundred residents of Lincoln Heights, Ohio, drove out a dozen armed
neo-Nazis waving swastika flags. This community is about 70 miles from Springfield,
where Silicon Valley darling JD Vance and Elon Musk whipped up hysteria with lies
about Haitian immigrants. Nazi groups also marched in Springfield before Vance’s
big lie.

Idavox, a local reporter on It’s Going Down, said:

“A neo-Nazi group, ‘Hate Club,’ showed up on Friday (2/7/25) armed with long guns
and flying swastika flags on an I-75 overpass in the Lincoln Heights neighborhood,
just north of Cincinnati. They showed up in the wrong damn neighborhood.

“A historically Black community, Lincoln Heights is home to generations of residents
committed to a strong sense of community and culture, impactful civic engagement,
and self-organization - especially as the first self-governing Black community north
of the Mason-Dixon line. So when armed neo-Nazis showed up here there wasn’t
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even a question they were going to get run out. Within minutes of arriving on the
[-75 overpass, neo-Nazi group ‘hate club’ got sent packing as community members,
angry that Nazis had come armed to terrorize them in their own neighborhood,
showed up to tell the fash they weren’t having any of it.”

The community members were able to seize one of the Nazi flags and burn it.
Police protecting neo-Nazis

WKRC Cincinnati reports that at a town hall on Feb. 10, residents confronted
representatives of the Hamilton County Sheriff’s Office - the only police agency to
attend, even though officers from Lockland and Evandale were involved in the
incident. Residents pointed out that footage from the event shows the police
protecting the Nazis and helping them escape.

A resident at the town hall said:

“Again, this is super unfortunate because when it comes to African Americans, you
guys arrest first and ask questions later. And I just feel like you guys did not do that
in that moment.”

In the days following the incident, residents formed armed patrols to ensure the
community’s safety. This is amid ongoing threats. WPCO 9 News reports that four
days after the rally on Feb. 11, a flyer was circulated “that used a racial slur and
declared a ‘race war.””

These developments show that organized people can push back the shock troops
emboldened by the fascist MAGA movement. We cannot rely on the police or courts
to do it.

Threats from fascist groups are only going to get worse. On Feb. 14, ]D Vance met
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with the successor to the German Nazi Party in Munich, the Alternative for Germany
(Alternative fur Deutschland, AfD). Elon Musk appeared virtually at an AfD rally
before the Feb. 23 German elections.

Billionaires and MAGA

Unelected Musk is the world’s richest oligarch and is currently looting the U.S.
people’s money in preparation for more tax cuts for billionaires. This is the money of
the working people, wealth created through our labor. The convergence of the
MAGA movement and Silicon Valley - combined with this naked plunder - shows
exactly what the Trump phenomenon is about. It’s a big anti-worker swindle. The
neo-Nazis on the ground are an essential part of it because the terror they instill is
supposed to paralyze the people while the rich hang us out to dry.

But the people in Lincoln Heights aren’t bowing down to King Donald and his Co-
regent, Elon Musk, and neither should the rest of us!
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Malcolm X and Ghassan Kanafani:
Revolutionary thinkers across
worlds

written by Struggle - La Lucha
February 19, 2025
Malcolm X and Ghassan Kanafani: Two revolutionary thinkers and writers who

preached the same message, worlds away. Both men understood the complexity of
the style of capitalism that had been unleashed on Black and Brown communities
specifically.

They both understood how it was a war of extermination guided by fanatical
religious white supremacy in the names of Zionism and Manifest Destiny/American
Exceptionalism. Both imperialistic projects aim for the enslavement and even
erasure of, as Malcolm X would say, “All of Dark Mankind.” Internationally, the
victims suffer the same fates — through loss of homes, land, jobs, lives, history, and
culture.

Colonial oppression in Palestine

In his analysis of the 1936-39 Revolution in Palestine (against the British colonial
government and Zionist land theft), Ghassan Kanafani writes that “Every plot of land
the Jews buy becomes alien to the Arabs as if it were severed from the body of
Palestine and transferred to another country.” This feeling of tremendous loss was
aided by the British Mandate government’s passing of laws specifically to aid Zionist
settlement of the land owned by the native Palestinian population.

The Mandate allowed the expansion of Zionist militias and gangs along with the
creation of Jewish-only work projects to continue to divide the population and keep
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money in the pockets of those friendly with white supremacy.
Malcolm X on systemic oppression in the U.S.

Likewise, Malcolm X explains this great trick that is being played on Black
Americans by the U.S. government, where even after the Civil War, Emancipation,
and the Civil Rights movement, Black Americans are still being killed and
incarcerated en masse, denied jobs and education and attacked by white racist mobs
chasing them off their land. Malcolm X sees that in America, the Black man has
always been a beggar - a beggar politically, economically, socially, and in education
due to colonialism.

For the Black population in America, we have felt the similar severing of the land
here. We were banned from National Parks and hunted in Sundown towns. 1921 saw
the Black-dominated town of Tulsa, Oklahoma, bombed off the map and its
inhabitants butchered for 48 hours. In its place now sits a deeply racist white-
dominated city firmly in the hands of white supremacists.

The shift toward revolution

Ghassan Kanafani emphasizes this cultural shift within his people that took place
leading up to the 1936 Revolution. Ghassan Khanafani says that, “abject poverty,
crushing oppression, and centuries of class and national repression combined to
establish the ‘perfect system’ for defeatism, fatalism, and political quietism that was
reflected in the most widespread popular proverbs and sayings.”

In this shift, old terms and slang that referenced helplessness and defeat were
replaced with sayings of justice and to stand up and do something about the
situation they saw themselves in. Calls to arms became commonplace, and the desire
to lash out and physically strike your enemy was beginning to be acted on. Malcolm
X mentions how, in 1965, people were starting to see that “the Black man has
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ceased to turn the other cheek, that he has ceased to be nonviolent, that he has
ceased to feel that he must be confined to all these restraints that are put upon him
by white society in struggling for what white society says he was supposed to have
had a hundred years ago.”

A shared struggle against empire

In Palestine, Kanafani writes how “the rage pouring out simultaneously against the
trinity of enemies - Zionist colonization, the British Mandate, and Arab reactionary
forces locally and regionally - grew in tandem with the deepening of the crisis.” The
crisis for the Palestinians was the same for Black Americans then as it is now.
Malcolm X puts it like this:

“It’s a problem anytime the United States can come up with so many alibis not to get
involved in Mississippi and to get involved in the Congo and involved in Asia ... the
government is incapable of taking the kind of action necessary to solve the problem
of Black people in this country. But at the same time she has her nose stuck into the
problems of others everywhere else.”

Revolution the only path to liberation

This feeling describes both the American government and the British Empire’s
unwillingness to slow the spread of white supremacy because they depended on it.
Both men preached revolution to smash this feeling and to regain control of the land
from the absentee landlords and reclaim the ability to exist and work freely as
human beings on the land; they understood that it was death or total liberation by
any means necessary.

https://www.struggle-la-lucha.org/2025/page/54/
18



The demise of USAID: Few regrets
in Latin America

written by Struggle - La Lucha
February 19, 2025

“Take your money with you,” said Colombia’s President Gustavo Petro, when told
about Trump’s plans to cut aid to Latin America, “it’s poison.”

USAID (US Agency for International Development) spends around $2 billion annually
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in Latin America, which is only 5% of its global budget. The temporarily closed-down
agency’s future looks bleak, while reactions to its money being cut have been wide-
ranging. Only a few were as strong as Petro’s and many condemned the move. For
example, WOLA (the Washington Office on Latin America), a leading “liberal” think
tank which routinely runs cover for Washington’s regime-change efforts, called
it Trump’s “America Last” policy.

While USAID does some good - such as removing landmines in Vietnam (themselves
a product of US wrongdoing) - as an agency of the world’s hegemon, its fundamental
role is aligned with projecting US world dominance.

Not unexpectedly, the corporate media have largely come to the rescue of USAID.
They try to give the impression that they are mainly concerned that some countries
would be badly effected by its loss. In fact, the follow-the-flag media understand that
USAID is part of the imperial toolkit.

Both the Los Angles Times and Bloomberg suggested that USAID’s shutdown would
“open the door” to China. The Associated Press described the withdrawal of aid as a
“huge setback” for the region; the BBC echoed these sentiments. The NYT and other

mainstream media point to the irony that many of its programs help stem outward
migration from Latin America, an issue which is otherwise at the top of Trump’s
agenda.

Weaponization of humanitarian aid

The corporate media, not surprisingly, give a one-sided picture. It’s true, of course,
that an aspect of USAID’s work is humanitarian. But, as Jeffrey Sachs explained,
“true, and urgent, humanitarian aid” was only one element in a larger “soft power”
strategy. From its inception, USAID’s mission was more than humanitarian.

A year after President John Kennedy created USAID in 1961, he told its directors
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that “as we do not want to send American troops to a great many areas where
freedom may be under attack, we send you.”

The organization is “an instrument of [US] foreign policy ...a completely politicized
institution,” According to Sachs. It has mainly benefitted US allies as with the
program to limit hurricane damage in Central America, cited by the NYT which
omits Nicaragua, hit by two devasting storms in 2020. Needless to say, Nicaragua is
not a US ally.

Although USAID provides about 42% of all humanitarian aid globally, the Quixote
Center reports that most of the funds are spent on delivering US-produced food
supplies or on paying US contractors, rather than helping local markets and
encouraging local providers. The Quixote Center argues that “a review of USAID is
needed,” though not the type of review which Trump or Elon Musk probably have in
mind.

Indeed, the dumping of subsidized US food products undermines the recipient
country’s own agriculturalists. While hunger may be assuaged in the short-term, the
long-term effect is to create dependency, which is the implicit purpose of such aid in
the first place. In short, the US globally does not promote independence but seeks to
enmesh countries in perpetual relations of dependence.

Regime change

The third and most controversial element, identified by Sachs, is that USAID has
become a “deep state institution,” which explicitly promotes regime change. He
notes that it encourages so-called “color revolutions” or coups, aimed at replacing
governments that fail to serve US interests.

The State Department is sometimes quite open about this. When a would-be
ambassador to Nicaragua was questioned by the US Senate in July 2022, he made

https://www.struggle-la-lucha.org/2025/page/54/
21


https://www.nytimes.com/2025/02/08/climate/us-aid-climate-migration.html
https://quixote.org/posts/usaid-reflections
https://quixote.org/posts/usaid-reflections
https://www.eurasiareview.com/06012024-color-revolutions-the-most-sophisticated-means-of-warfare-analysis/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_involvement_in_regime_change
https://x.com/KawsachunNews/status/1552850919120936962

clear that he would work with USAID-supported groups both within and outside the
country who are opposed to Nicaragua’s government. It is hardly surprising that
Nicaragua refused to accept his appointment. The progressive government has
since closed down groups receiving regime-change funding.

The history of US regime-change efforts in Latin America is a long one, much of it
attributable to covert operations by the CIA. But since 1990, USAID and associated
bodies like the National Endowment for Democracy have come to play a huge role.
For example, they have spent at least $300 million since 1990 in trying to undermine
the Cuban Revolution.

Regime-change efforts in Cuba involved a vast organization known as Creative
Associates International(CREA), later shown by Alan MacLeod to be directing similar
USAID programs across Latin America. Currently, CREA is working
in Honduras whose progressive government is under considerable pressure from the
US government. Yet CREA is only one of 25 contractors which, in 2024, earned sums
ranging from $32 million to a whopping $1.56 billion.

Culture wars

USAID’s regime-change work often foster ostensibly non-political cultural, artistic,
gender-based or educational NGOs whose real agenda is to inculcate anti-
government or pro-US attitudes. Examples proliferate.

In Cuba, USAID infiltrated the hip-hop scene, attempted to create a local version of
Twitter, and recruited youngsters from Costa Rica, Peru and Venezuela to go to
Cuba to run a particularly inept project that risked putting them in jail.

In Venezuela, USAID began work after the unsuccessful US-backed coup attempt
against President Hugo Chavez in 2002. By 2007, it was supporting 360 groups,
some of them overtly training potential “democratic leaders.” The Venezuelan rock
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band Rawayana, recent winners of a Grammy, are funded by USAID to convey pro-
opposition messages in their public appearances.

In Nicaragua, after the Sandinista government returned to power in 2007, USAID
set up training programs, reaching up to 5,000 young people. Many of those who
were trained then joined in a coup attempt in 2018.

Astroturf human rights and media organizations

Another tactic is to undermine political leaders seen as US enemies. In 2004,
USAID funded 379 Bolivian organizations with the aim of “reinforcing regional
governments” and weakening the progressive national government.

It did similar work in Venezuela, including in 2007 holding a conference with 50
local mayors to discuss “decentralisation” and creating “popular networks” to
oppose President Chavez and, later, President Nicoldas Maduro. USAID even
expended $116 million supporting the self-declared “interim presidency” of Juan
Guaidd.

In a similar vein, Nicaragua was the subject of a USAID program intended to attack
the credibility of its 2021 election. Likewise, after the election of Xiomara Castro in
Honduras, USAID set up a democratic governance program to “hold the government
to account.”

Creating or sustaining compliant “human rights” organizations is also a key part of
USAID’s work. Of the $400 million it spends in Colombia each year, half goes to such
bodies. In Venezuela, where USAID spends $200 million annually, part goes to
opposition-focused “human rights” groups such as Provea. USAID funded all three of
the opposition-focused “human rights” groups in Nicaragua, before they were closed
down, and now probably supports them in exile, in Costa Rica.

Finally, USAID creates or sustains opposition media which, as Sachs put it, “spring
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up on demand” when a government is targeted to be overthrown. Reporters without
Frontiers (RSF, by its French initials) reported: “Trump’s foreign aid freeze throws
journalism around the world into chaos.” It revealed that USAID was funding over
6,200 journalists across 707 media outlets. In the run-up to the 2018 coup attempt in
Nicaragua, USAID was supporting all the key opposition media outlets.

RSF, while purporting to support “independent journalism,” itself is funded by the
National Endowment for Democracy (NED), George Soros’s Open Society
Foundations, and the European Union - hardly neutral parties.

Few regrets

This is why there may be few regrets about the demise of USAID in Latin America
among governments beleaguered by the US. Indeed, opposition groups
in Venezuela and Nicaragua admit they are in “crisis” following the cuts to their
funding.

Even Trump’s ally President Nayib Bukele is skeptical about USAID: “While
marketed as support for development, democracy, and human rights, the majority of
these funds are funneled into opposition groups, NGOs with political agendas, and
destabilizing movements.”

The evidence that USAID has weaponized so-called humanitarian aid is
incontestable. Yet, according to US Secretary of State Marco Rubio, it is the Latin
American countries that Washington has targeted for regime change - Nicaragua,
Cuba, and Venezuela - who are “enemies of humanity.” In response, Venezuelan
Foreign Minister Yvan Gil retorted that the “only enemies of humanity are those
who, with their war machinery and abuse, have spent decades sowing chaos and
misery in half the world.”

Regrettably, USAID has been a contributor to this abuse, rather than opposing it.
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While temporarily shuttered at USAID, the empire’s regime-change mission will with
near certainty continue, though in other and perhaps less overt forms.

Nicaragua-based John Perry is with the Nicaragua Solidarity Coalition and writes
for the London Review of Books, FAIR, and CovertAction. Roger D. Harris is with
the Task Force on the Americas, the US Peace Council, and the Venezuela Solidarity
Network.

Source: Resumen Latinoamericano - English

USAID: the Empire reinvents itself

written by Struggle - La Lucha

February 19, 2025

Elon Musk, sworn in as Secretary for Government Efficiency, thundered: “The time
has come for USAID to die.” His words resonated like the harbinger of an imminent
storm. Shortly afterwards, Donald Trump, on his first day back in the White House,
ordered the suspension of almost all US foreign assistance for three months,
especially that of the US Agency for International Development (USAID).
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The closure was abrupt and forceful: dozens of senior officials were sent on forced
leave, thousands of contractors were laid off and the USAID headquarters in
Washington closed its doors without warning. As if they had never existed, the
agency’s website and its X account disappeared from the digital world, leaving
behind a vacuum that was soon filled with speculation and rumors on the Internet.

The confusion increased when, from the Dominican Republic and at the end of his
first tour of Latin America, the Secretary of State, Marco Rubio, announced that his
department would take over the functions that the agency had been performing until
then. Rubio, appointed as acting administrator of USAID, assured that Washington’s
foreign aid would continue, but with one condition: “It must make sense and align
with our national interests.”

This move, which some want to see as a mere administrative restructuring, is a
strategic shift that augurs profound changes in US foreign policy aimed at greater
efficiency and new repressive measures. The aim is not to park the objectives of the
agency recognized as a front for the CIA, but quite the opposite, to adjust them and
perfect the empire’s system of international influence. As Dr. Vergerus would say in
Igmar Bergman'’s film Das schlangenei, “anyone can see the future here, it’s like a
snake’s egg. Through the thin membrane you can make out a reptile already
formed”.

USAID, born in 1961 during the Cold War, had become a colossus of interference,
covert operations and destabilization networks. While doing charity work in some
countries, they tried to dismantle any opposition to Washington’s allies. It has also
been the scene of scandalous cases of corruption. Without going any further, last
week the Federal Bureau of Investigation revealed that it is investigating Juan
Guaido, the short-lived interim president of Venezuela, and his ambassador in
Washington, Carlos Vecchio, for embezzling one billion dollars, managed between
2018 and 2020 under the guise of “humanitarian aid”. These funds, channeled
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through USAID, vanished in a whirlwind of opaque spending.

In the case of Cuba, the covert program known as ZunZuneo, the failed “Cuban
Twitter,” is notorious. Funded by USAID and designed to stoke “dissidence” on the
island. Millions of dollars were funneled into shell companies, while violating the
legislation of several countries, including that of the US.

Trump, pragmatic and ruthless, seems to have understood that USAID’s covert
operations are not only ineffective on the ground, but also difficult to control and
counterproductive. It is foreseeable that the millions of dollars that fed these failed
operations will be redirected towards more subtle and effective channels. For
example, they will cease to flow to Spanish-language propaganda websites operating
out of Florida which, although useful for spreading toxic content against Havana on
social networks, lack the legitimacy and reach necessary to reach US public opinion.

It is likely that the money will be allocated to media and spokespersons with greater
weight in US and international public opinion. It will also go to the coffers of private
contractors, as analysts warn. In a sort of “Gattopardism”, the “regime change”
programs do not disappear with USAID’s subordination to the State Department, but
rather the immoralities of the interventionist and anti-democratic methodologies of
USAID and other international “aid” agencies will deepen the control of the “deep
state” and the austerity policies of the new Trump administration.

The closure of USAID and the transfer of its functions to the State Department are
more than a bureaucratic maneuver. It is the prelude to a more aggressive foreign
policy, more aligned with the interests of the ultra-conservative sectors of the US,
and much more refined in communicational and political terms. In this new scenario,
the manipulation of information and the use of funds to promote ideological agendas
could intensify, with direct consequences in countries such as Cuba, where the
media battle is just another aspect of the economic, financial and diplomatic
blockade that the island has endured for decades.
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Thus, the disappearance of USAID marks the end of an era, but also the beginning of
a new phase in US interference, more sophisticated, more covert and, perhaps, more
dangerous.

Source: La Jornada, translation Resumen [atinoamericano - English

Apryle Everly: What Malcolm X
means to me

written by Struggle - La Lucha
February 19, 2025

We share this piece to commemorate the revolutionary leader Malcolm X,
who was assassinated 60 years ago on Feb. 21, 1965.

Malcolm X, to me, embodies one of the many great examples of what it means to be
a communist. Malcolm would not have always considered himself a communist
earlier on in his life. His own considerations, as many know, were far more religious
in nature, with Black power at its center. After being forced out of the Nation of
Islam for pointing out precisely how the struggles of all Black people across the
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world are interconnected and for voicing his principled opposition to American
imperialism, he solidified his communist turning point.

In some twisted sense of irony, Henry Kissinger said it best, “Disciplined
communists see everything in relation to the class struggle.” Malcolm’s view on the
crisis facing Black Americans was initially that Black people needed separate
services, communities, education, health care, etc. to uplift poor Black communities.
As Malcolm saw that not all the needs of Black people were being met through the
measures taken by the Nation of Islam, he began the journey of joining class
struggle politics with Black Power.

Malcolm understood that class and race intersect in such a way that the material
change needed to bring millions of Black Americans out of poverty would never
come to fruition simply by banding together to create exclusively Black services.
Rather, an overhaul of the current power structure would have to occur. That means
overthrowing the ruling class - the capitalists, those who own the means of
production. This was true in Malcolm’s time, and it is still true in our own.

As we all understand, the ruling class knows no specific skin color or nationality.
Malcolm put it best when he said: “It doesn’t mean that we’re anti-white, but it does
mean we're anti-exploitation, we're anti-degradation, we're anti-oppression.”

Being against these very actions goes to the heart of the problem because if we own

nothing, then the very goal of extinguishing poverty becomes infinitely harder to
accomplish. From my perspective, communities organizing together and pooling
resources is more of the beginning step in the larger revolution, not the ultimate
goal. Joining this concept with the reality that many African nations were
simultaneously undergoing their own independence movements, he understood that
tactics at home had to change. It is at the crux of this understanding that explains
what a communist aims to do: provide material changes for their community.
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Lastly, I want to add that Malcolm showed great wisdom. For the movement today, I
want us all to embrace the ability to reflect on current methods that we utilize to
organize and continue to learn from others who are in the movement with us.
Malcolm was in community with many revolutionaries around the world, many of
whom gave him ideas for some of the speeches and actions he was involved in. I
wish for the communist movement in the U.S. to continue to change tactics when the
old ones no longer serve their intended purpose. I think Malcolm'’s life shows us that
tactile change is one of the most disciplined decisions we, as revolutionaries, can
make.

Apryle Everly is a youth activist and organizer with the People’s
Power Assembly and Struggle for Socialism. They contributed
to the new book The U.S. War drive against China - What it
means for workers.
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Federal workers’ unions hold the
line against Trump

written by Struggle - La Lucha
February 19, 2025

Attack on federal workers is an attack on all
workers

The Trump-Musk axis has never been shy about the fact they wanted to bust up
federal organized labor.

The Trump campaign made a lot of promises about the sort of hell they would
unleash on federal workers and their unions. Since the inauguration, the Trump
administration has followed through on that promise to the private sector and his
fascist base.

Since he took office, Trump has issued executive orders aimed at slashing federal
jobs and weakening federal labor unions. These orders have included a return-to-
work order, a hiring freeze, a deferred resignation program, and the restoration of
policies that make it far easier for federal agencies to terminate career workers.

Targeting organized labor

If the previous Trump administration’s labor policy is any indication, this is just the
beginning. All unions in the federal sector are braced for executive orders and
regulations that will remove local unions from their offices on government property,
ban the deduction of union dues from paychecks, and severely limit the amount of
duty time given to union officials to represent their fellow workers.
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With these attacks, Trump, and the ruling class more broadly, hope to break any
organization that would see federal money spent on its workers or social programs
rather than war or kickbacks for billionaires.

Not only will the federal government save money to invest in the war machine, the
cumulative effect of these policies is to function as a de-facto massive layoff. With
this level of layoff, the labor market will be flooded with experienced workers in
various professions. It’s not as if the U.S. jobs market is booming currently. For
months, more and more people have had trouble finding a job. Capitalist economists
have described it as a “low fire low hire” job market. This translates: “We know
nobody can find a job but we don’t want to admit that we are also laying people off.”

Since December, Meta, Microsoft, Workday, Amazon, Intel, JP Morgan, and Chevron
have announced layoffs. Now, the federal government, via Elon Musk’s DOGE, will
join the fray through literal layoffs, disciplinary removals, and employee buyouts
called “deferred resignations.”

Federal unions fight back

With a flooded labor market and a federal policy offensive against public and private
sector unions, the Trump administration escalates its variety of fascism and looks to
completely break what is left of organized labor in the federal sector and beyond. All
there is left for the working class to do is fight back.

To that end, federal sector unions have attempted to challenge this wave of Trump
policies in the courts and to some extent, in the street. The American Federation of
Government Employees, the largest federal union, has already joined or initiated
lawsuits against Trump and DOGE for these policies. Further, AFGE has issued
guidance that its members should refuse any deferred resignation offer. The slogan
on this issue has become “hold the line.” AFGE represents over 600,000 workers
across the country, with 300,000 members in the federal sector alone.
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On Feb. 11, AFGE held a rally on Capitol Hill to confront Trump and Musk’s attacks
on federal workers. Representatives from American Postal Workers, AFSCME, Unite
Here, the Office of Professional Employees International Union, and the United
Steelworkers all joined AFGE in this demonstration of several hundred unionized
workers.

The message was clear: All workers must stand up to these attacks from Trump and
Musk. This means organizing and defending their contracts to the letter. While the
leadership of AFGE is heavily entrenched in the Democratic Party, this should not
stop the progressive movement from coming to the defense of it as a workers’
organization.

Trump wouldn’t be attacking AFGE and the other federal sector unions if they didn’t
curb the efforts of the ruling class to some extent. In this period of rising fascism, it
is important to stand by unions as they face this assault. An organized workforce is
never a bad thing.

AFGE staff union fights for their rights

With that said, support for AFGE’s mission cannot stop the workers who are
employed at AFGE as staff from asserting their own rights as a union and as
workers. In fact, the reason union staff are asserting their contractual rights and
challenging AFGE upper management’s hypocrisy is exactly so they can better assist
the AFGE members in their fight against Trump and Musk.

Since the November election, AFGE’s upper management has increased its attack on
its own workforce, which is represented by OPEIU Local 2. AFGE management has
forced its employees back into the office 80% of the time after bargaining for 50% of
the time. Further, the AFGE national president has continued to threaten layoffs and
buyouts against its own staff. In general, AFGE’s upper management and human
resources have worked to scuttle the attempts of their staff union to represent the
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workers.

Due to these attacks, OPEIU Local 2 has mobilized to challenge these attacks on
their contract. The day before AFGE’s rally, AFGE’s staff held a picket line where
they demanded that AFGE “fight Trump not its staff” and to “respect the contract.”
Well over 100 people showed up to the informational picket, including AFGE staff
and members.

While these AFGE attacks on their staff are hypocritical and anti-worker in
themselves, they should not stop workers and progressives from supporting AFGE
overall, particularly the rank and file, in their fight against DOGE fascism. The
struggle of the OPEIU-represented workers aims not to hurt AFGE but to improve
representation and put AFGE in a better position to fight Trump.

The moral of these stories should not be to worship or condemn outright any
particular workers’ organization. The lesson to be taken from these two struggles is
to support worker organizations at all levels in their fights for not just better
conditions, but existence.
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