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Ukraine’s Azov Battalion, whose Nazi identity is embodied by its
emblem, a copy of that of the SS Das Reich division

Since 1991, the year Ukraine became an independent republic after the dissolution
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of the USSR, NATO has been building a network of ties within the Ukrainian armed
forces. Simultaneously, through the CIA and other intelligence services, neo-Nazi
militants are recruited, funded, trained, and armed. Photographic documentation
shows young Ukrainian neo-Nazi militants from UNO-UNSO being trained in Estonia
in 2006 by NATO instructors, who teach them urban combat techniques and the use
of explosives for sabotage and attacks. This neo-Nazi paramilitary structure came
into  play  on  February  20,  2014,  in  Maidan  Square  in  Kiev,  during  a  political
demonstration where supporters and opponents of Ukraine’s accession to the EU
clashed.  While  armed  and  organized  groups  stormed  government  buildings,
“unknown” gunmen (who later turned out to be snipers recruited in Georgia) fired
with the same sniper rifles at both protesters and police officers, causing dozens of
deaths. On the very day of the Maidan Square coup, the NATO Secretary General
addressed the Ukrainian armed forces in a commanding tone,  warning them to
“remain neutral” under penalty of “serious negative consequences for our relations.”
Abandoned  by  the  top  brass  of  the  armed  forces  and  by  a  large  part  of  the
government apparatus, President Yanukovych was forced to flee.

The Maidan Square coup was followed by an immediate attack against Russians in
Ukraine and Ukrainians friendly to Russia. It was a wave of terror, organized with a
precise strategy: headquarters of the Communist Party of Ukraine and other political
movements were devastated, leaders were lynched, journalists were tortured and
murdered;  activists  were  burned  alive  in  the  Odessa  Labor  House;  unarmed
residents of eastern Ukraine of Russian origin were massacred in Mariupol, and
white  phosphorus  bombed in  Sloviansk,  Luhansk,  and Donetsk.  Faced with  the
offensive  against  Russians  in  Ukraine,  the  Supreme Council  of  the  Republic  of
Crimea—a  Russian  territory  transferred  to  Ukraine  during  the  Soviet  era  in
1954—voted  for  its  secession  from  Kiev  and  its  re-annexation  to  the  Russian
Federation.  The  decision  was  confirmed  with  97%  of  the  vote  in  a  popular
referendum. On March 18, 2014, President Putin signed the treaty granting Crimea
the status of an autonomous republic in the Russian Federation.
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While  in  the  Donbass  the  self-proclaimed  People’s  Republics  of  Donetsk  and
Luhansk,  inhabited  by  Russian  populations,  resist  attacks  from Kiev  that  have
caused  14,000  deaths,  the  roadmap  for  NATO-Ukraine  military-technical
cooperation, signed in 2015, fully integrates the armed forces and the war industry
into those of the Alliance under US leadership. Neo-Nazi groups are integrated into
the National Guard, trained by hundreds of US instructors from the 173rd Airborne
Brigade, transferred from Vicenza to Ukraine, along with others from NATO.

Kiev’s Ukraine became a breeding ground for resurgent Nazism in the heart of
Europe. Neo-Nazis from all over Europe (including Italy) and the USA arrived in
Kiev,  recruited  primarily  by  Pravy  Sektor  and  the  Azov  Battalion,  whose  Nazi
identity is embodied by its emblem, a copy of that of the SS Das Reich division. After
being trained and tested in military actions against  Russians in Ukraine in the
Donbass, they were allowed to return to their country with the privilege of using
Ukrainian passports. At the same time, Nazi ideology was being disseminated among
younger  generations  in  Ukraine.  The  Azov  Battalion  played  a  key  role  in  this,
organizing  military  training  camps  and  ideological  indoctrination  programs  for
children and teenagers, who were taught above all to hate Russians.

In the 2019 Ukrainian elections, actor Volodymyr Zelensky—famous for his television
series about high-level political corruption in which he played a professor who is
unexpectedly elected president—actually became president of Ukraine. During his
campaign,  Zelensky promised to end the war in the Donbass and clean up the
oligarch-dominated  government  system,  accusing  the  wealthy  Poroshenko,  then
president, of hiding his assets in foreign tax havens. But once elected president,
Zelensky did everything he could to fuel the de facto NATO-led war against Russia.
Regarding his second commitment, to eliminate corruption, particularly the export
of  capital  to  tax  havens,  the  facts  speak  for  themselves  in  a  documented
investigation  by  The  Guardian:  Zelensky  is  a  co-owner  of  three  companies
headquartered and capitalized in Belize, the British Virgin Islands (Central America),
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and Cyprus.  Through these companies,  he receives more than $40 million from
obscure  financiers.  An  investigative  documentary  by  Scott  Ritter—a  career  US
Marine specializing in intelligence, who headed the UN inspectors in Iraq from 1991
to 1998—shows the luxurious villas Zelensky owns in Miami (this one alone is worth
$34 million), Israel, Forte dei Marmi in Italy, London, Georgia, Greece, and other
countries.

This is a brief summary of an international press review from Friday, December 5,
2025, on the Italian TV channel Byoblu. Translation by Roger Lagassé.

Manlio Dinucci a geographer and journalist. He has a weekly column “The Art of
War” in the Italian daily newspaper Il manifesto.
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