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President Trump with defense and commerce officials, Aug. 26. The proposed
Ukraine framework reflects the merger of military strategy and economic
interests — ensuring continued war profiteering under the guise of peace.
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In late 2025, the Trump White House rolled out a new “28-point plan” to end the war
in Ukraine. Far from a serious bid for peace, the proposal is designed to lock in
NATO'’s gains, give the U.S.-backed regime in Kiev time to regroup, and blame
Russia when the fighting resumes.

Under Trump’s peace farce, the borders would be frozen along the current line of
contact in an immediate ceasefire. Donetsk, Luhansk, and Crimea would officially be
recognized as Russian territory. The plan also requires Ukraine to constitutionally
commit to not joining NATO.

At first glance, this seems reasonable. However, the plan also calls for a Ukrainian
standing army of 600,000 troops, Ukrainian EU membership, and security
guarantees from the United States. In practice, this is NATO by another name. It
allows for continued military investment and gives the West an open check for new
provocations against Russia.

Russia’s strategic objectives

Washington portrays Russia’s intervention as the first step in a new Napoleonic or
Hitler-style march across Europe. Western media depict Putin and the Russian
people as power-hungry aggressors bent on rebuilding the czarist empire. This
caricature has nothing to do with reality.

Russia is a capitalist state with its own interests, but it did not choose this war in a
vacuum. For three decades, NATO has expanded eastward, ringing Russia with
bases and missile systems and backing a hard-right regime in Kiev that waged war
on the people of Donbass. Russia’s 2022 intervention was, above all, a response to
this encirclement.

From the outset, Russian leaders have named four main objectives in Ukraine: to
demilitarize the country, to break the power of fascist formations like the Azov
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battalion, to protect the people of Donetsk and Luhansk from state terror, and to
ensure that Ukraine is permanently neutral — not a NATO bridgehead on Russia’s
border.

Since the fascist Maidan coup of 2014, Ukraine has received massive Western arms
shipments and training. Neo-Nazi formations have been folded into the regular
military and security services. The regime has torn down Soviet monuments,
outlawed communist organizations, attacked unions, and elevated Nazi collaborator
Stepan Bandera as a national hero. For the people of Donbass, this has meant years
of shelling, blockade, and repression.

In this context, Russia’s insistence on a neutral Ukraine and real security guarantees
is not “imperial ambition,” but a refusal to accept a permanent NATO forward base
on its doorstep — a price Russian society has already paid for in lives and hardship.

Why offer a plan Russia cannot accept?

The U.S. proposed this knowing it contained provisions that Russia could never
accept. Russian acceptance of this plan would arguably put them in a worse
strategic position than when the war began. The Ukrainian army would be over
twice the size it was in 2022. The Ukrainian government would remain a hardline
right-wing U.S. puppet regime.

While technically keeping Ukraine out of NATO, this provision is in name only. The
security guarantees did not exist when this war began. Why would Russia accept a
stronger U.S. military alliance with Ukraine? This merely sets up another conflict
down the road.

Russia has been clear from the beginning, it cannot allow a NATO military
bridgehead on its western border. This peace plan would, de facto, establish such a
bridgehead. It also allows for massive U.S. economic investment in Ukraine for rare
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earth mining, natural gas pipelines, and infrastructure projects. Deepened U.S.
control over Ukraine’s economy is not a path to peace; it’s one of the very conditions
Russia set out to prevent.

So, why propose this plan when Russia clearly cannot accept it? It’s hard to say
exactly, but the most likely reason is rhetorical positioning. Washington puts
forward a proposal that appears “reasonable” to a public worn down by war. When
Russia refuses, the U.S. blames Moscow as the sole obstacle to peace and uses that
propaganda to justify more weapons, more funding, and more escalation.

Now, there is another possibility - even if remote. It is possible that Trump and the
generals and billionaires around him truly believe they can enforce this plan on
Russia through economic warfare. Russia has faced crippling sanctions since the
start of the war, with little impact. Through industrial war mobilization and
deepened economic ties with China and the Global South, Russia has consistently
circumvented most of the West’s sanctions.

If there is a belief in Washington that sanctions and financial pressure can force
Russia to swallow a plan that cements a hostile Western military outpost on its
border, that belief has no basis in reality.

The U.S. doesn’t want peace

The billionaires who control the U.S. economy — and the politicians of both major
parties who answer to them — are not seeking peace in Ukraine. They are seeking
profit and strategic advantage. The war has been a bonanza for Northrop Grumman,
General Dynamics, Raytheon, Lockheed Martin, and the rest of the military-
industrial complex. They have made fortunes shipping weapons into Ukraine, and
they see no reason to stop.

They are interested in war, profit, and the isolation of their primary target: China.
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Even if the West believes Trump’s plan can be implemented, peace isn’t the goal.
Any cessation of hostilities under this framework would be temporary — a breather
for the U.S. and its proxy in Kiev to regroup, rearm, and prepare for the next round
of confrontation with Russia.

The U.S. does not want to cool global tensions or bring Russia back into its fold. The
U.S. billionaires want to make money, and they have made loads of it by waging war
on Russia. Needing a break to regroup is not the same as a genuine desire for peace.
Peace is explicitly opposed to the economic interests of the entire military-industrial
complex.

These defense magnates and the U.S. government hope that by draining Russia
through endless war, they can eventually force regime change and deprive China of
a key strategic ally. Imperialism will do whatever it takes to maintain its dominance
and increase its profits, even if that means promoting phony peace plans.
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