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Trump threatens Venezuela:
Another escalation in Washington’s
war
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In early November, the largest aircraft carrier in the world, the USS Gerald R. Ford,
joined the U.S. fleet stationed around Venezuela since August.

Statement of the Struggle for Socialism Party
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Nov. 30, 2025

Trump’s threat to strike Venezuela violates the U.N. Charter and exposes
Washington’s collapsing justifications for war.

U.S. imperialism and the policies of colonial domination rely on distortion,
deception, and the prioritizing of profits over human life. Their entire imperialist
project depends on lies — and today we are witnessing one of its most reckless and
dangerous escalations in real time against Venezuela.

Donald Trump’s recent declaration on Truth Social, threatening U.S. military strikes
against Venezuela’s land, sea, and air, is a unilateral act of aggression.

In a powerful response, the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela officially denounced
this “colonialist threat that seeks to affect the sovereignty of its airspace — an action
that constitutes a new extravagant, illegal, and unjustified aggression against the
Venezuelan people.”

Article 2, paragraph 4 of the U.N. Charter clearly states that threats or use of force
against another nation are violations of international law and are prohibited.

Venezuela’s statement correctly identifies the claimed extraterritorial jurisdiction as
a “hostile, unilateral, and arbitrary act, incompatible with the most basic principles
of international law. ... a permanent policy of aggression against our country, with
colonial pretensions over our region.”

This illegal threat to “close” Venezuelan airspace is the latest maneuver in a war
Washington has waged since the dawn of the Bolivarian Revolution — beginning
with the U.S.-sponsored military coup attempt against President Hugo Chéavez in
2002. The war continues by other means: economic sanctions, blockade, and the
freezing of sovereign assets, all designed to produce poverty, hunger, and social
destabilization.
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The real crime of Chavez — and of President Nicolas Maduro today — in the eyes of
Trump and both Democratic and Republican administrations is that Venezuela
prioritizes social needs over the demands of U.S. imperialist capital. Major advances
in housing, food programs, literacy, and health care took shape only after the
Bolivarian Revolution, empowering the majority of Venezuelans with sovereignty and
real grassroots democratic reforms.

The staggering hypocrisy of Washington’s justification for war — claiming that
Venezuela is “flooding the U.S. with drugs” — falls apart under scrutiny. There is no
evidence that Venezuela is a major source of cocaine, fentanyl, or other narcotics
entering the United States. Even the Washington Post and New York Times —
usually reliable accomplices in the vilification campaigns that precede U.S. wars —
have admitted there is no verifiable evidence of a Venezuelan drug cartel.

Yet the extrajudicial assassination of dozens of fishermen and civilians by U.S. Navy
SEALs and drone strikes is framed as “necessary,” despite the victims having no due
process, no evidence, and no link to terrorism or military activity. They are
effectively sentenced to death based on alleged ties to a cartel that does not exist.
Meanwhile, Trump has indicated he may pardon his convicted drug-trafficking ally,
former Honduran President Juan Orlando Hernandez — the man who actually did
flood the U.S. with cocaine. The hypocrisy, cynicism, and state terrorism could not
be clearer.

The covert war is now becoming overt.

History provides powerful lessons. Decades of a cruel blockade could not break
Cuba; it forged a nation of resilience and dignity. The genocide in Palestine has not
crushed the Palestinian cause; it has magnified it worldwide. In this same spirit, the
Venezuelan people remain unbroken — and continue building socialism with
determination and collective strength.
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The international solidarity movement, especially inside the United States, must
remain firm and active. Our greatest weapon against imperialism and colonialism is
solidarity: in the streets, in the workplaces, in the unions, and in every arena where
the working class can assert its power. We must demand an immediate halt to all
U.S. aggression against Venezuela.
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