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SLL photos: Stephen Millies

April 5 — Tens of thousands came to the U.S. empire’s capital in the Black colony of
Washington,  D.C.,  today  to  stop  the  genocide  in  Gaza.  They  marched  on  the
headquarters of ICE to demand an end to the kidnapping of political activists and
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immigrant workers.

People gathered on Constitution Avenue with the U.S. Capitol in the distance. A
huge banner reading “Let Gaza Live!” was a backdrop on the stage.

The banner also carried the names of Mahmoud Khalil, Rumeysa Ozturk, and Badar
Khan Suri  — two students and a professor who were seized by ICE for simply
speaking out against genocide.

This important action was initiated by the Palestinian Youth Movement; American
Muslims for  Palestine;  U.S.  Palestinian Community  Network;  Palestine  Feminist
Collective; U.S. Campaign for Palestinian Rights; Al-Awda, the Palestine Right to
Return Coalition; Jewish Voices for Peace; and the ANSWER Coalition. Hundreds of
organizations endorsed it. Organizers estimated that at least 30,000 participated in
the demonstration.
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Eugene Puryear of Breakthrough News chaired the event. He paid tribute to the
hundreds of journalists whom the Zionist apartheid state has assassinated.

Among the speakers were Iman Abid of the U.S. Campaign for Palestinian Rights;
Nihad Awad of the Council on American-Islamic Relations; Imam Omar Suleiman;
Taher Dahleh of the Palestinian Youth Movement; Gabby Ballard of the Party for
Socialism and Liberation; and Layan Fuleihan of The People’s Forum.
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Also speaking was Grant Miner, president of UAW Local 2710, Student Workers of
Columbia  University.  (Most  of  the  actual  teaching  in  universities  is  done  by
“adjuncts,” low-paid graduate students.) Miner was expelled and fired by Colombia
for his solidarity with Palestine.

There  was  a  labor  contingent  that  included  members  of  UE (United  Electrical
workers)  and  SEIU.  Union  activists  carried  a  banner  reading  “Free  Mahmoud,
Rumeysa and Badar! Stop the repression! Free speech is a union issue!”
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Activists  from the  People’s  Power  Assembly  and  Struggle-La  Lucha  came from
Baltimore.

People marched to the headquarters of ICE. A long scroll, 200 feet long, with the
names of over 40,000 people murdered by the U.S. and “Israel” was carried by
demonstrators.

Thousands of colorful signs and banners were carried.

Three tall,  narrow banners were carried that  said:  “Israel  bombs /  USA pays /
Maersk delivers genocide.” This referred to the criminal role of the Danish shipping
giant that carries U.S.-made bombs and shells to the Zionist military.

Doctors Against Genocide carried an extended red banner reading “End Genocide.”
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A woman carried a sign saying “Thank you South Africa for your voice!” Trump is
punishing South Africa for daring to bring genocide charges against Netanyahu.

At the ICE headquarters,  people turned around and marched toward the White
House  before  dispersing.  The  struggle  to  stop  the  genocide  in  Palestine  will
continue.
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