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Venezuela sends aid to Cuba in
response to Hurricane Rafael

written by teleSUR
November 8, 2024

[x]

November 7, 2024 - On Wednesday night, Venezuelan President Maduro expressed
his solidarity with the Cuban people as Rafael, a Category 3 hurricane, made landfall
with winds reaching up to 175 kilometers per hour.

“We are sending a ship with humanitarian aid that will arrive in Cuba in four days.
We are preparing a second shipment with additional aid,” he said, referring to a load
of approximately 300 tons that includes supplies, construction materials, and first
aid equipment.

“Solidarity and brotherhood will continue to be the fundamental principles uniting
our nations,” Venezuelan Foreign Affairs Minister Yvan Gil affirmed from La Guaira
port.

Rafael caused significant damage in Artemisa, Mayabeque, and Havana, three
provinces where the electricity service was cut off. In Artemisa, authorities reported
damage to hospitals, schools, homes, roofs, and the electrical grid. In Mayabeque,
the main impacts occurred in banana and cassava crops.
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Hurricane Rafael made landfall at 4:20 p.m. local time (9:20 p.m. GMT) along the
southern coast of the Artemisa province and left Cuban territory more than two
hours later via the northern coast of Pinar del Rio. The Cuban Meteorological
Institute recorded winds up to 185 kilometers per hour (115 mph) and rainfall
reaching 200 millimeters (7.9 inches).

On Thursday, while rains continue in Cuba, President Miguel Diaz-Canel confirmed
that his administration is focusing its efforts on infrastructure recovery tasks
following the hurricane’s passage.

Lazaro Guerra, the Director of Electricity at the Ministry of Energy, reported that
the power supply had already been restored in several areas of Matanzas, Sancti
Spiritus, and Holguin.

By midday Thursday, Rafael was moving toward Mexico at 155 km/h (96 mph),
impacting the weather conditions in El Salvador, where afternoon and nighttime rain
and storms are expected.
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