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» Los Cinco dias de Kamala Harris en Puerto Rico

Deadly bridge co
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By Sharon Black

Baltimore — In the very early morning
hours of March 26, while it was still dark
and most people were asleep, the massive
98d4foor-long, 213-million-pound container
ship Dali lost power, veered off course and
struck one of the main concrete supports of
the Francis Scott Key Bridge. Within min
utes, the bridge collapsed,

Shock and disbelief were immediate. Fear
and grief followed rapidly.

Word spread guickly in Turner Station,
the neighborhood closest to the Key Bridge.
Oliver Baptist Church immediately called a
prayer vigil for the lives of the immigrant
warkers from Honduras, Guatemala, Fl 5al-
vador, and Mexico who were laboring on the
bridge at the time of its collapse

Families in this tightknit community
hugged each other, deeply aware that many of
their own members raverse the bridge daily.

Turner Station is a historic Black commu:
nity, The town grew out of a need for Black
millworkers to have a place to live while
nearby Dundalk remained segregated.

During the “Great Migration,” people
came 1o get johs at Bethlehem Steel. But
with deindustrialization and the closing
of the mill, the area is now an industrial
*Brownfleld” — much of it abandoned or
underutilized due to industrial pollution,

A giant Amazon warehouse com-
plex, which employs thousands of over-
warked and underpaid workers, stands
in place of the once-unionized Bethle
hem Steel. The bridge could be seen in
the near distance.

War on immigrants
Six immigrant workers died in the

bridge collapse, changing the lives of

their families and communities
When the ship hit, eight workers em-
ployed by Brawner Builders were fixing
potholes on the bridge. All were Latino
immigrants from ages 26 to 49, Only two
survived. One worker from Michoacdn,
Mexico, was hospitalized and is recover
ing from injuries.
All had partners and families who
Conrinued on page 4
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= Deadly bridge collapse exposes capitalist decay
» Community mobilizes to protect Trans Day of Visibility event
= Why can’t everyone have Princess Kate’s medical care?
» Biden’s budget fuels war machine: 68% for military and police
= Ceremony on U.S. military vessel foiled by protest for Gaza
= Baltimore protest for Palestine slams land theft
= No blood money for genocide!
Three U.S. presidents confronted by pro-Palestine marchers
= Land Day 2024: Palestine, an indivisible land for an indivisible people
= 30,000 march in NYC for Palestine’s Land Day: Stop genocide in Gaza!
» [srael bombs Iran embassy in Syria, escalating war
» Russia accuses U.S., Britain, Ukraine of ‘direct involvement’
= PUERTO RICO: Update from the archipelago
= Los Cinco dias de Kamala Harris en Puerto Rico
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