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U.S. empire creates refugees,
then criminalizes them

By Gregory E. Williams

With Nikki Haley out of the race,
Trump and Biden are officially facing
off in a presidential rematch. Both of
these deeply unpopular politicians are
attempting to get ahead by scapegoating
migrants and refugees at the U.S.-Mex-
ico border. Im dueling publicity stunts,
they both went to the border on Feb. 29,
hundreds of miles apart in Texas.

Despite the polarized rhetoric, there
is little substantive difference between
their approaches o immigration. Biden
seeks to present himself as a uniter who
can “reach across the aisle” and get the
job done, courting a supposedly reason-
able section of the Republican Party less
beholden to Trumgp. Trump depicts Biden
as overseeing an open-border policy.

The reality is that the Biden adminis-
rration has continued many of the more
repressive Trump-era immigration pol-
icies.

Biden was Obamas wice presidemt
from January 2009 to January 2017, Im-
migrant rights groups labeled Obama
the “Deporter in Chief,” having deport-
ed three million people by the time he
leftoffice. Ultra-bigot Ron DeSantis even
used these facts 1o ry to make himself
look more vicious than Trump, saying
that he would deport more people than
Trump, whose deportation stats trailed
Obama’s.

Immigration legislation has been held
up in Congress for months as different
factions fight over the exact ways to
manage U5 imperialism’s borders. The
legislation has been tied to funding for
U.5. proxies in Ukraine, for example,
which some Republicans oppose.

They do not oppose Ukraine funding
on anti-imperialist grounds but rather
because they represent the interests of
different factions of the bourgeoisie who

Trump and Biden, both deeply unpopular
politicians, are attempting to get ahead
by scapegoating migrants and refugees
at the U.5.-Mexico border.

Despite their polarized rhetoric, there
is little substantive difference between
their approaches to immigration.
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The reality is that the Biden
administration has continued
many of the more repressive
Trump-era immigration policies.

want to emphasize different theaters of
conflict. Both parties are still absolure-
ly united on continuing the U.S-Israeli
genocide of Palestinians and provoking
China, risking World War II1.

The bipartisan bill that has been held
up - the showpiece of Biden's “reaching
across the aisle” — would enact further
violence against asylum seekers, The hill
would institute a trigger mechanism to
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Soldiers put concertina wire
on a border fence near the

Brownsville and Matamaoros
Express International Bridge
in Brownsville, Texas.
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