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Organize & fight for trans rlghts'

By Melinda Butterfield

‘The Trans Day of Vengeance was
a long-planned protest in Wash-
ington, D.C, scheduled for April L
People were coming to DL. om
across the country to pa pabe.
It was called in response to the
growing legal amd extralegal vi
olence against the transgender
community, egged on by far-right
politicians and corporate media

In the words of event initia-
tor Tsukuru Fors, as reported by
Struggle-La  Lucha: ‘engeance
means fighting back with vehe-
mence. Itisourbattle cry todeclare
to the workd that we the transgen
der/non- binary communities
neither be silenced nor era
ed. And we are calling to our allies,
members of other marginalized
communities to make themselves
known and to fight with us"

On March 30, organizers were
forced to cancel two days before the
event because of “a credible threat
to life and safery™ The reason: fas-
cist mouthpieces like Tucker Catl
son and other social-mediabottom
feeders whipped up a hate cam
paign targeting the event, false-
Iy claiming It had caused a mass
shooting at a Christian school in
Nashville, Tennessee, on March
where three students and three
staff members were killed

The alleged shooter was Aid
en Hale, a former student of the
school who happened to be a trans
man. Hale was shot dead by po-
lice. He was consistently misgen
dered and deadnamed for the first
24-48 hours after the teagedy, and
some right-wing social media used
this to claim that Hale was a trans
WOImarn.

According to the Gun Violence
Archive, by the end of March 2023
that is, in just three months
there have been at least 130 mass
shootings in the United States this
year. The Nashville shooting is the
only one reported to have been

carried out by a trans person.

And yet, according to the right-
wing, from Fox News and the New
York Post to intemet-famous white
supremacists, H acts  rep

‘A litany -.{
of broken climate
pronﬂges’

resented the “dangerous”
nature of the whole trans
community, and particular-
ly the planned April 1 civil
rights protest.

At least two specific
threats to the Trans Day of
Vengeance march took the
form of mass shootings
According to indepen
dent anti-fascist re-
searchers  working
wirh the John Brivwm
Gun Club DMV, a
Minnesota-based
white supremacist
named Adam Mur
ray made credible
threats to the event.
After this was re-
ported to the FBI,
Muirray was br
ly detained in
Baldmore  and
then released.

Another  white
supremacist said
to be one Benjamin
Ryder of Pennsyl
vania, was detained
by police when he
pulled out a gun
outside the Supreme
Court on April 1, where
the Trans Day of Ven-
geance march had been
scheduled to gather,

Theright-wing tried
to turn the Nashville
rragw?' into a Reich-
stag fire moment to
frame up the entire trans
community and justify the
acts of viclence it encouraged from
stooges like Murray and Ryder —
who much more fit the profile of
the typical U.5. mass shooter.

Biden's coneession fuels attacks

On March 25, a member of the
“White Lives Matter” neo-Nazi
group attempted to firchbomb the
Community Church of Chester

land, Ohio, for hosting a drag story
hour. Just a week before, the Nazis
staged an anti-trans, anti-drag
demonstration in the Ohio town of
Wadsworth, chanting, “There will
behlood ™

» Christynne
Lilly Wood:
“Trans women

are a threat
tono'one’

to CUBA

walk out

T

So far this year, 450 anti-trans
hills have been introduced in state
legislatures across the US. Some
14 states have banned life-sav
ing gender-affirming care for
trans youth, with more expected
to join them, In addition, bans on
trans yeuth participation in school
sports and use of school restrooms
have been enacted,

On April 5, Kansas passed a law
explicitly aimed at trans girls and
young women that could require
genital inspections for participa-
tion in sports programs. Florkda

+ Job & wage cuts won't lower prices
» The capitalist crisis is just beginning
» Los Angeles: Labor’s sleeping giant
» Angel Reese and racism in sports

» Lock Trump up!

Tasiyah Woodland, an 18-year-ald Black trans woman, killed in
Baltimare on March 24, was remembened at the Queer and Trans
Youth Autonomy March in Washington, 0.C., on March 31. Black
trans women are murdered in disprop ortionateby high numbers.

Help send a LGBTQ+ delegation

Trans Day of Visil

claim to support “lov

» Trans protest shuts down
Hollywood traffic

» Trans youth & families flood
Washington D.C. streets

» New Orleans high school students

and other states are expected to
follow suit. Tennessee, where the
March 27 shooting took place, is
one of the worst offenders, even
enacting a so-called “drag ban"
that places the public existence of
trans people in jeopardy,

On March 31, Internaticnal
lity, President
Joe Biden repeated his occasional
dignity and
respect” for trans peog Yet less
than a week later, the Washington

Continued on page 9
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Butler-Thomas:
‘Students Deserve’
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