
https://www.struggle-la-lucha.org/2022/12/22/former-german-chancellor-merkel-admits-that-minsk-peace-agreements-were-part-of-scheme-for-u
kraine-to-buy-time-to-prepare-for-war-with-russia/ 

1 

Struggle-La-Lucha.org

Former German Chancellor Merkel
admits  that  Minsk  peace
agreements were part of scheme for
Ukraine to buy time to prepare for
war with Russia
written by Jeremy Kuzmarov
December 22, 2022

https://www.struggle-la-lucha.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/SLL_-logo_newspaper-scaled.jpg
https://www.struggle-la-lucha.org/2022/12/22/former-german-chancellor-merkel-admits-that-minsk-peace-agreements-were-part-of-scheme-for-ukraine-to-buy-time-to-prepare-for-war-with-russia/
https://www.struggle-la-lucha.org/2022/12/22/former-german-chancellor-merkel-admits-that-minsk-peace-agreements-were-part-of-scheme-for-ukraine-to-buy-time-to-prepare-for-war-with-russia/
https://www.struggle-la-lucha.org/2022/12/22/former-german-chancellor-merkel-admits-that-minsk-peace-agreements-were-part-of-scheme-for-ukraine-to-buy-time-to-prepare-for-war-with-russia/
https://www.struggle-la-lucha.org/2022/12/22/former-german-chancellor-merkel-admits-that-minsk-peace-agreements-were-part-of-scheme-for-ukraine-to-buy-time-to-prepare-for-war-with-russia/
https://www.struggle-la-lucha.org/2022/12/22/former-german-chancellor-merkel-admits-that-minsk-peace-agreements-were-part-of-scheme-for-ukraine-to-buy-time-to-prepare-for-war-with-russia/


https://www.struggle-la-lucha.org/2022/12/22/former-german-chancellor-merkel-admits-that-minsk-peace-agreements-were-part-of-scheme-for-u
kraine-to-buy-time-to-prepare-for-war-with-russia/ 

2 

Vladimir Putin, left, Emmanuel Macron, Angela Merkel and Volodymyr
Zelensky at meeting in Paris.

War was inevitable outcome of 2014 U.S.-
backed coup in Ukraine

Former German Chancellor Angela Merkel said in an interview with Die Zeit,
published on December 7, that “the 2014 Minsk agreement was an attempt to
give time to Ukraine. It … used this time to become stronger as can be seen
today. The Ukraine of 2014-2015 is not the modern Ukraine.”

These comments echoed those of Petro Poroshenko, the former president of Ukraine,
who came to power in snap elections after the 2014 coup d’état. Regarding his
signing of the Minsk Accord, Poroshenko repeated in a Deutsche Welle interview last

https://tass.com/politics/1547779
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June his previous admission: “Our goal was to, first, stop the threat, or at least to
delay  the  war—to  secure  eight  years  to  restore  economic  growth  and  create
powerful armed forces.”

Meaning that Ukraine had no real intention of following the accords, but wanted
to buy time while Ukraine built fortifications and developed a military strong enough
to wage a war of aggression against the Russian-tilted Donetsk and Luhansk regions,
which had demanded autonomy from the Ukrainian government installed in the
February 2014 coup.

Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovych (2010-2014) became a target for regime
change when he spurned an International Monetary Fund (IMF) loan and instead
drew his country closer to Russia.

When  protesters  backed  by  the  U.S.  did  not  have  enough  signatures  for
Yanukovych’s impeachment, they overthrew his government by force and hunted
down Yanukovych’s  supporters.  The new Ukrainian government further  tried to
impose draconian language laws and attacked the people of eastern Ukraine after
they voted for their autonomy after the coup—an attack that began right after then-
CIA director John Brennan visited Ukraine.

Signed originally on September 5, 2014, by Ukraine, Russia, rebel leaders in eastern
Ukraine and the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), with
mediation by leaders in France and Germany, the Minsk agreement had followed a
twelve-point  protocol  advocating  for  a  cease-fire  in  the  fighting  between  the
Ukrainian military and Donetsk and Luhansk People’s Republics and to decentralize
power,  giving  those  Republics  autonomy  which  they  had  voted  for  in  popular
referenda.

Additional  provisions  included  the  withdrawal  of  illegal  armed  groups  and

https://consortiumnews.com/2022/12/13/patrick-lawrence-germany-the-lies-of-empire/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minsk_agreements
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mercenaries from Ukraine, the release of hostages and illegally detained persons,
the establishment  of  security  zones  and independent  monitoring of  the  conflict
zones, prosecution and punishment of war criminals, and continuance of inclusive
national dialogue.

Unfortunately,  the  Minsk  protocol  was  never  followed,  and  conflict  in  eastern
Ukraine persisted, leading to the signing of the Minsk II protocol in February 2015.

This protocol reaffirmed many aspects of the first Minsk agreement, including the
promotion of decentralization and autonomy for the Donetsk and Luhansk Republics,
which was to be enshrined in a new Ukrainian constitution that was to recognize the
diversity of religions, languages and cultures within Ukraine.

The Ukrainian right sector, however, vowed not to follow Minsk II, claiming that it
was unconstitutional  and the U.S.  State  Department  accused Russian President
Vladimir Putin of violating the protocol by deploying Russian Armed Forces around
the contested city of Debaltseve to assist the Donetsk Army. (Putin’s spokesman
denied this and said that Russia could not assist in the implementation of Minsk II
because it was not involved in the conflict.)

When a law was passed in the Ukrainian parliament granting Donetsk and Luhansk
partial autonomy, Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov said that the “law was a
sharp departure from the Minsk agreements because it demanded local elections
under Ukrainian jurisdiction.”

Russian Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Maria Zakharova said that Angela Merkel’s
comments on December 7 were nothing short of the testimony of a person who
openly  admitted  that  everything  done  between  2014  and  2015  was  meant  to
“distract the international community from real issues, play for time, pump up the
Kyiv regime with weapons, and escalate the issue into a large-scale conflict.”

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minsk_agreements
https://tass.com/politics/1547779
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Merkel’s statements “horrifyingly” reveal in turn that the West uses “forgery as a
method of  action,” and resorts to “machinations,  manipulation,  and all  kinds of
distortions of truth, law, and rights imaginable.”

Loss of trust

Russian President Vladimir Putin for his part told journalists at a Eurasian Union
Summit in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, on December 10 that he had thought the leader of
the Federal Republic of Germany, even though Germany was on Ukraine’s side, had
been sincere in negotiating the Minsk agreements, but now it was apparent that
“they were deceiving us. The only purpose was to pump arms into Ukraine and get it
ready for hostilities. We are seeing this, yes. Apparently, we got our bearings too
late, frankly. Perhaps we should have started all this sooner, but we still simply
hoped to come to terms under these Minsk peace agreements.”

For Putin, Merkel’s admission shows that “we did everything right by starting the
special military operation. Why? Because it transpired that nobody was going to
fulfill these Minsk agreements. The Ukrainian leaders also mentioned this, in the
words of former President Poroshenko, who said he signed the agreements but was
not going to fulfill them.”

According to Putin, now the issue of “trust is at stake. Trust as such is already close
to zero, but after such statements, the issue of trust is coming to the fore. How can
we negotiate anything? What can we agree upon? Is it possible to come to terms
with anyone, and where are the guarantees? This is,  of course, a problem. But
eventually we will have to come to terms all the same. I have already said many
times that we are ready for these agreements, we are open. But, naturally, all this
makes us wonder with whom we are dealing.”

Fitting a larger pattern of deception

https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/putin-says-loss-trust-west-will-make-future-ukraine-talks-harder-2022-12-09/
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Western treachery over the Minsk agreements is far from a historical anomaly.

Following the end of the Cold War, the George H. W. Bush administration promised
Mikhail  Gorbachev  that  NATO  would  not  be  expanded  one  inch  eastward  in
exchange for Russia accepting the reunification of Germany and removing troops it
had stationed in East Germany.

But in 1998, the Clinton administration certified NATO expansion into Romania,
Poland and Hungary, triggering a new Cold War.

Decades earlier, the United States had deceived the Soviets by failing to abide by
the Yalta agreements when it covertly armed neo-Nazis to try to foment counter-
revolutions in pro-communist governments that were being established in Eastern
Europe.

When  the  U.S.  invaded  Russia  with  six  other  countries  in  1918  following  the
Bolshevik Revolution,  President Woodrow Wilson deceived his  own commanding
General, William S. Graves, who was told that he was going to Russia to protect the
Trans-Siberian Railway and a Czech military delegation when his real purpose was
to support Czarist military officers intent on re-establishing the old order in Russia.

How the West brought war to Ukraine

Benjamin  Abelow’s  new  book,  How  the  West  Brought  War  to  Ukraine:
Understanding How U.S. and NATO Policies Led to Crisis, War, and the Risk of
Nuclear Catastrophe (Great Barrington, MA: Siland Press, 2022), demonstrates that
the official  U.S. narrative about the war in Ukraine is not only wrong but “the
opposite of truth.”

A lecturer in medicine at Yale University with a degree in European history who
lobbied Congress on nuclear weapons policy, Abelow writes that “the underlying

https://usrussiaaccord.org/national-security-archive-nato-expansion-what-gorbachev-heard/#:~:text=National%20Security%20Archive%3A%20NATO%20Expansion%3A%20What%20Gorbachev%20Heard,Kohl%2C%20Gates%2C%20Mitterrand%2C%20Thatcher%2C%20Hurd%2C%20Major%2C%20and%20Woerner.
https://usrussiaaccord.org/national-security-archive-nato-expansion-what-gorbachev-heard/#:~:text=National%20Security%20Archive%3A%20NATO%20Expansion%3A%20What%20Gorbachev%20Heard,Kohl%2C%20Gates%2C%20Mitterrand%2C%20Thatcher%2C%20Hurd%2C%20Major%2C%20and%20Woerner.
https://www.europeaninstitute.org/index.php/17-european-affairs/summer-2000/740-operation-rollback-americas-secret-war-behind-the-iron-curtain
https://www.europeaninstitute.org/index.php/17-european-affairs/summer-2000/740-operation-rollback-americas-secret-war-behind-the-iron-curtain
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cause of the war lies not in an unbridled expansionism of Mr. Putin, or in paranoid
delusions of military planners in the Kremlin, but in a 30-year history of Western
provocations, directed at Russia, that began during the dissolution of the Soviet
Union and continued to the start of the war.”

The key U.S./Western provocations detailed by Abelow are:

The expansion of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), a hostile1.
anti-Russian military alliance, over a thousand miles eastward, pressing it
toward  Russia’s  borders  in  disregard  of  assurances  previously  given  to
Moscow.
Withdrawal from the Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty and the placing of anti-2.
ballistic launch systems that could accommodate and fire offensive nuclear
weapons such as nuclear-tipped Tomahawk cruise missiles at Russia, from
newly joined NATO countries.
The Obama administration’s laying the groundwork for and possibly directly3.
instigating  an  armed,  far-right  coup  in  Ukraine,  which  replaced  a
democratically  elected  pro-Russian  government  with  an  unelected  pro-
Western one that had four high-ranking members who could be labeled neo-
fascist.
The conducting of countless NATO military exercises near Russia’s border,4.
including ones with live-fire rocket exercises whose goal was to simulate
attacks on air-defense systems inside Russia.
The assertion that Ukraine would become a NATO member.5.
Withdrawal by the U.S. from the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces (INF)6.
Treaty, increasing Russia’s vulnerability to a U.S. first strike.
The U.S.’s arming and training of the Ukrainian military through bilateral7.
agreements and holding of regular joint military training exercises inside
Ukraine.
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Leading  the  Ukrainian  leadership  to  adopt  an  uncompromising  stance8.
toward Russia, further exacerbating the threat to Russia.

Abelow makes clear that, if the situation were reversed and Russia or China carried
out  equivalent  steps  near  U.S.  territory,  the  U.S.  would surely  respond with  a
preemptive military attack on the aggressors that would be justified as a ‘matter of
self-defense.’

So why should Russia be maligned when it is acting as any country would under
similar circumstances? And why is it so hard for Americans to stand against their
government’s reckless, deceitful and criminal policies that have greatly heightened
the risk of nuclear war?

Source: CovertAction Magazine
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