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U.S. to deploy nuclear-capable
B-52s to Australia, provoking China
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A B-52 drops bombs in this file photo, date unknown.

In what critics are calling a “dangerous escalation,” the United States is reportedly
preparing to deploy up to six nuclear-capable B-52 bombers to northern Australia,
where they would be close enough to strike China.

“The ability to deploy U.S. Air Force bombers to Australia sends a strong message to
adversaries about our ability to project lethal air power,” the U.S. Air
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Force told “Four Corners,” a television program of the Australian Broadcasting
Corporation (ABC), on Sunday.

Becca Wasser, a senior fellow at the Center for a New American Security, a
Washington D.C.-based think tank, told ABC that “having bombers that could range
and potentially attack mainland China could be very important in sending a signal to
China that any of its actions over Taiwan could also expand further.”

Investigative journalist Peter Cronau, however, described the plan, which came with
“no debate [or] discussion,” as “military madness [that] is fanning tensions with
China.”

No debate, no discussion — democracy shelved.
‘No nukes’ policy trashed — US is making northern Australia prime targets for
their planned war with China.

Military madness is fanning tensions with China. US to deploy nuclear B-52
bombers to Australia. https://t.co/FrbMKHo0sG8

— Peter Cronau (@PeterCronau) October 30, 2022

Cronau’s message was echoed by David Shoebridge, an Australian Greens senator
for New South Wales.

“This is a dangerous escalation,” Shoebridge wrote on Twitter. “It makes Australia
an even bigger part of the global nuclear weapons threat to humanity’s very
existence—and by rising military tensions it further destabilizes our region.”

According to ABC, “Washington is planning to build dedicated facilities” for the
nuclear-capable B-52 bombers at Royal Australian Air Force Base Tindal, less than
200 miles south of Darwin, the capital of the country’s Northern Territory.
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The Pentagon’s plan represents the latest U.S. act of hostility toward China.

Relations between the two countries have only worsened since August when U.S.
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) and other members of Congress
visited Taiwan (the Republic of China, or ROC) despite opposition from Beijing,
which—along with most of the international community, including Washington since
the 1970s—considers the breakaway province to be part of the People’s Republic of
China (PRC).

In a departure from more than four decades of “One China” policy—in which the
U.S. recognizes the PRC as the sole legal government of China and maintains
informal relations with the ROC while adopting a position of “strategic ambiguity” to
obscure how far it would go to protect Taiwan—U.S. President Joe Biden
has repeatedly threatened to use military force in response to a Chinese invasion of
the island.

Although Biden warned earlier this month that Russia’s assault on Ukraine has
brought the world closer to “Armagedeon” than at any point since the Cuban Missile
Crisis, his move to station B-52 bombers in Australia further increases the global
risk of nuclear war.

News of the impending deployment comes just days after the Biden administration
released a Nuclear Posture Review (NPR) that nonproliferation advocates said
makes catastrophe more, rather than less, likely.

“The formal statement of U.S. nuclear strategy pays lip service to the need to limit
the spread and prevent the use of atomic weaponry and cancels an egregious
Trump-era missile program,” Common Dreams reported last week, but “the
document makes clear that the country will move ahead with dangerous and costly
modernization plans—and leaves intact the option of a nuclear first strike.”
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According to Stephen Young, senior Washington representative at the Union of
Concerned Scientists, “The world is becoming a more dangerous place, but the only
military threat to the survival of the United States is a nuclear war with Russia or
China.”

“Rather than recognizing that threat and seeking to find ways to end it,” said Young,
“the Biden NPR doubles down on nuclear deterrence and the status quo approach to
security that says we all must be prepared to die in less than an hour.”

The move to park B-52 bombers at the Tindal air base also comes just over a year
after the establishment of the so-called AUKUS alliance, a trilateral military
partnership through which the U.S. and the United Kingdom plan to help Australia
build a fleet of nuclear-powered submarines—a long-term initiative widely seen as a
challenge to China by Western powers determined to exert control over the Pacific

region.

Some Australian critics expressed concerns that the planned deployment of U.S.
military aircraft to the Northern Territory locks the country into joining Washington
in the event an armed conflict with China erupts.

“It’s a great expansion of Australian commitment to the United States’ war plan with
China,” said Richard Tanter, a senior research associate at the Nautilus Institute
and longstanding anti-nuclear activist.

“It’s a sign to the Chinese that we are willing to be the tip of the spear,” said Tanter.
“It’s very hard to think of a more open commitment that we could make. A more
open signal to the Chinese that we are going along with American planning for a war
with China.”

Beijing, for its part, accused Washington of destabilizing the entire Pacific region
with its planned deployment of B-52s to the Tindal air base.
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Asked about the U.S. positioning nuclear-capable bombers in Australia, Chinese
Foreign Ministry spokesperson Zhao Lijian said that military cooperation pacts
between countries should “not target any third parties or harm the interests of third
parties.”

“The relevant U.S. behaviors have increased regional tensions, seriously undermined
regional peace and stability, and may trigger an arms race in the region,” Zhao told
reporters at a regular briefing in Beijing.

“China urges the parties concerned to abandon the outdated Cold War and zero-sum
mentality and narrowminded geopolitical thinking, and to do something conducive to

regional peace and stability and enhancing mutual trust between the countries,” he
added.

Source: Common Dreams
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