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Che Guevara (14 June 1928 - 9 October 1967) was killed 55 years ago. Following is a
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report on Che’s legacy in socialist construction in Cuba.

As Minister of Industries in Cuba between 1961 and 1965, Che Guevara
addressed the challenge of increasing production and labor productivity in
conditions of underdevelopment and in transition to socialism, without relying
on capitalist mechanisms that undermine the formation of new consciousness
and social relations integral to socialism. Under capitalism, Guevara noted,
competition for private profit drives the application of science and technology
to industrial development, revolutionizing the productive forces. Socialist
governments must find alternative methods. To these ends, Guevara set up nine
research and development institutes, focussing on sugar cane derivatives,
minerals and metals, the chemical industries, agricultural by-products, the
mechanical industry, technological innovations, and automation. He established
an institutional framework to begin experimentation at different ends of the
production chain simultaneously. The short-term results were inevitably limited,
but more significant than the productive achievements attained was the
methodology introduced, the application of science and technology to
production.
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Speaking at the Cuban Academy of Sciences in mid-January 1960, one year after the
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Cuban revolutionaries took power, Fidel Castro declared: “The future of Cuba will be
a future of men of science’ (Castro Ruz, 1960). This must have seemed like a pipe
dream, given the backward state of Cuban scientific research and generally low level
of literacy and education.' The Revolution, declared Castro, needed thinking people
who would put their intelligence to ‘good’, on the side of ‘justice’, in the interests of
the nation. A succession of programs, regulations and institutions followed; the
Literacy Campaign in 1961, the University Reform Law of 1962, the establishment of
the National Centre for Scientific Research in 1965. New schools, colleges and
universities were built, new teachers trained. Thousands of technicians, educators
and advisors arrived from Latin America, the socialist countries and elsewhere.
Thousands of Cuban students studied overseas.

The endeavor to harness science and technology for national development was
championed by Ernesto ‘Che’ Guevara, Cuba’s Minister of Industries, between 1961
and 1965. Guevara developed a unique system of economic management for the
transition to socialism in Cuban conditions, known as the Budgetary Finance System
(BFS). His practical policies were the product of three lines of enquiry: the study of
Marx’s analysis of the capitalist system; engagement in contemporary socialist
political economy debates; and recourse to the technological and administrative
advances of capitalist corporations (Yaffe, 2009).

Guevara perceived socialism as a phenomenon of both technology and
consciousness. Advanced technology, including electronics, automation and
computing, would facilitate productivity gains based on technological innovations
and administrative controls and not by appeals to workers’ self-interest, via material
incentives, or by increasing labor exploitation. Adopting the most advanced
technologies and techniques would facilitate Cuba to ‘burn through stages’ of

development. Guevara insisted:

We cannot follow the development process of the countries which initiated
capitalist development ... to begin the slow process of developing a very powerful
mechanical industry, before passing on to other superior forms, metallurgy, then
chemicals and automation after that. We have to burn through stages. And ... try
always to make use of the best world technology, without fear. (Guevara, 19624, p.
140)
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Under capitalism, noted Guevara, competition for profits drove the application of
science and technology to industrial development, constantly revolutionising the
productive forces. The socialist government had to find a method for fostering the
application of science and technology to production without relying on capitalist
mechanisms, which would hinder Cuba’s socialist transition. An immediate rise in
productivity could be achieved just by rationalising production, improving wealth
distribution and offering incentives to workers. However, the precondition to
sustained economic development was research and innovations. How could this be
achieved in an underdeveloped country emerging from dictatorship and imperialist
domination via violent revolution - blockaded, attacked and in transition to
socialism?

In the search for solutions to this challenge Guevara set up an apparatus within the
Ministry of Industries (MININD) to institutionalise research and development for
industrial production.

How to industrialise Cuba?

Following the Revolution of 1959, the UN’s Economic Commission for Latin America
sent an advisory mission to Cuba to promote its import substitution industrialisation

(ISI) strategy for bolstering national (capitalist) development.’ Guided by this ISI
approach, the Cuban trade mission to the socialist bloc which Guevara headed in
October 1960, purchased factories according to a list of finished products needed in
Cuba, with the intention of replacing imports. Within a year and a half Guevara
complained this had been the wrong criteria:

We worked with our vision fixed on the substitution of imports of finished goods,
without seeing clearly that we can’t produce those articles without having the raw
materials they need ... We continue to be largely dependent on foreign trade to
resolve our problems. (Guevara, 1962a, p. 103)

He listed factories for brushes, screws, pickaxes and shovels, electric solders,
barbed wire, among others, which Cuba had purchased because the finished product
was needed, but which relied on imported materials to manufacture. This was a
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costly mistake; the US blockade was cutting off imports from the capitalist world.

In August 1961, the National Production Conference confirmed that the
revolutionary state would maintain the sugar industry’s historic role as Cuba’s
principal export, to secure vital imports, serving as the basis of accumulation for
longer-term investments in industry and social welfare. Guevara concurred, but
advocated an industrialisation strategy using endogenous resources, including sugar
cane and its derivatives, and pursuing a diversified chain of production with both
horizontal and vertical integration: ‘... We have to develop cotton together with the
textile factory; to develop iron together with the factories that will consume
iron ... From sugar everything should be extracted ... sugar [could] serve as a primary
material’ (Guevara, 1962b, p. 286). He pointed to the use of pork to produce lard in
the United States as an example.

As the US government pressured other capitalist countries not to trade with Cuba,
the revolutionary state was obliged to import equipment from the socialist bloc,
which was sometimes two decades behind that existing in advanced sectors of
Cuban industry in 1958. Edison Veldzquez, director of the Consolidated Enterprise

(Empresa Consolidada, or EC) of Nickel in MININD explained:

Many factories turned out to be inefficient, because we depended on what the
Russians and the socialist camp had achieved, and they were behind. You could
say these factories were obsolete. This wasn’t Che’s fault. The Yankees wouldn’t
sell us factories ... we had to make more effort, it was more work for the country.
(Velazquez, 2006)

Nonetheless, Guevara acknowledged the essential support received from the
socialist countries, which provided credit, advisors, technicians, and other
specialists (Guevara, 1962a, p. 100). All MININD'’s vice ministers and directors were
assisted by specialists from throughout the socialist bloc or Latin American
communists and sympathisers. Guevara asserted that ‘all the socialist countries with
the capacity to do so have contributed, and contribute day after day to our
Revolution, with identical enthusiasm’ (Guevara, 1964, p. 139). By the end of 1964
there were 640 foreign technicians working in MININD, 492 of them from socialist
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countries (MININD, 1965, p. 78). Most trained Cubans to operate new plants and
technologies or worked in research and development institutes. From 1964 to 1965,
some 2000 Cubans received onsite training for plants under construction
(Saenz, 2005b, p. 206).

Meanwhile, thousands of Cubans went to the Soviet bloc. On 31 December 1964,
MININD had 1271 Cubans abroad studying at universities, receiving technician
training or other ‘worker qualifications’ (MININD, 1965, p. 78). This assistance,
Guevara said, would create Cuban technicians who would construct Cuban factories
built with machines designed by Cubans, using domestic raw materials, processed
with Cuban technology (Guevara, 1964, p. 139). In the short term, however, he
acknowledged the advantage enjoyed through socialist bloc assistance in mitigating
US sanctions and consolidating the Revolution.

The Soviet Union did this alone; without friends, without credit, surrounded by
ferocious adversaries, in the middle of a bitter struggle, even within its own
territory. We do this in far superior conditions than those of the Peoples’ Republic
of China, and those of the peoples’ republics of Europe, which came out of
destructive war. (Guevara, 1962a, p. 118)

Guevara did not criticise the Soviets for the relative backwardness of their
technology per se but for the disparity between the high level of research and
development applied to military technology and low investment channelled to
improving civilian production. In addition, he opposed ideological resistance to
transferring the most advanced technology from the capitalist world. This ‘error’, he
said ‘has cost them in terms of development and in terms of competition in the world
market’ (Guevara, 1962b, p. 289). For example, Guevara criticised the Soviet’s
rejection of cybernetics on ideological grounds, ‘cybernetics is a branch of science
that exists and that should be used by man’ (Guevara, 1962c, pp. 318-319).

Technology has no ideology per se, he insisted: ‘a tractor has a function: to
plough ... why are we going to take the technology of a socialist tractor in place of a
capitalist one, if the capitalist one is better?’ (Guevara, 1963a, p. 422). He cited
Polish economist Oscar Lange’s prediction back in 1953 that new countries entering
socialism would adapt the modern capitalist technology they inherited, speeding up
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the construction of socialism (Guevara, 1963a, p. 421). The origin of the BFS lay in
the capitalist corporations of pre-Revolution Cuba, and it was, therefore, more
progressive than the Soviet Auto-Financing System (AFS), which developed out of
1920s pre-monopoly Russian capitalism, he concluded.

Technological incompatibility was also a problem, as explained by Tirso Saenz,

named director of the nationalised petroleum industry in 1961.

Refineries are designed according to the type of oil they are going to process.
Soviet petroleum was different from the Venezuelan oil that we received before -
it had a higher content of salts and sulphur. The corrosion problems were terrible.
The crude was eating away the pipes and equipment and we had the blockade so
we couldn’t get spare parts from anywhere. (Sdenz, 2005)

Guevara advocated a long-term development strategy of fostering industrialisation
based on endogenous resources with investments in science and technology to
overcome trade dependency. While the National Institute of Agrarian Reform (INRA)
were responsible for developing the food industry and other agricultural derivatives,
Guevara announced in 1962 that MININD would: ‘orientate ourselves towards four
lines of development: metallurgy, naval construction, electronics
and sucroquimica [chemical derivatives from sugar]’ (Guevara, 1962a, p. 105).° The
prerequisites were the rational exploitation of natural resources, creation of a
mechanics base and training at all levels.

To address the lack of adequate training and infrastructure in the existing academic
institutions, Guevara set up nine research and development institutions within
MININD, focussing on sugar cane derivatives, minerals and metals, the chemical
industry, agricultural by-products, the mechanical industry and technological
innovation and automation. This institutional framework would initiate
experimentation at both ends of the production chain, raw materials and
manufacturing simultaneously. Not all these projects could possibly come to fruition
in the short term, however, more significant than the productive achievements was
the methodology introduced, the application of science and technology to
production. The following discussion about nine research and development institutes
set up within MININD is informed by archive documents and interviews with those
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involved.

In 1964, these research institutes accounted for 53.2% of MININD’s total costs,
reflecting their prioritisation. They were located outside the ministry building but
integrated under the organisational and financial structure of the BFS, receiving a
planned budget for investments and salaries, and operating with some
independence.

For the purpose of analysis, the research apparatus has been divided into three
categories: first, those concerned with the sugar industry; second, those involving
the extraction and exploitation of natural resources (excluding sugar); and third,
naval construction, electronics, and automation.

The sugar industry

The pre-revolutionary Cuban economy was dominated by the sugar industry; 75% of
arable land was controlled by sugar companies, half of which they left fallow. They
employed 25% of the Cuban labour force, but only 25,000 workers full time, with up
to half a million workers hired for the labour-intensive harvest lasting two to four
months, and afterwards dismissed for the tiempo muerto (dead season).
Underemployment was integral to the sugar industry and plantation workers
constituted a rural proletariat with a history of class-conscious militancy. Cuba was
the world’s largest exporter of sugar in the 1950s; sugar and its by-products
accounted for 86% of exports.

The sugar industry was dominated by US interests. In 1955 US investors controlled
40% of raw sugar production (US Department of Commerce, 1956, p. 37). The
United States received 80% of Cuban sugar exports while US imports flooded Cuba’s
internal market. The US-imposed a quota for sugar imports, which disincentivised
investment, contributing to the industry’s stagnation and serving as an instrument of
political-economic control over the Cuban government. No new sugar mills had been
founded since 1926 and by 1951 the World Bank warned: ‘Cuba’s standard of
living ... depends mainly on an industry which stopped growing many years ago’
(IBRD, 1951, p. 5).

For most Cubans, the sugar industry was associated with slavery, racism, poverty,

unemployment, underdevelopment and imperialism.’ The first instinct of many in the
revolutionary government was to replace sugar with diversified agricultural
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production, manufacturing and heavy industry (Boorstein, 1968, p. 205). However,
as Cuba shifted to trade with the socialist countries, the government fell back on a
development strategy where sugar exports were the mainstay of capital
accumulation. In 1963, Guevara acknowledged:

The entire economic history of Cuba has demonstrated that no other agricultural
activity would give such returns as those yielded by the cultivation of the sugar
cane. At the outset of the Revolution many of us were not aware of this basic
economic fact, because a fetishistic idea connected sugar with our dependence on
imperialism and with the misery in the rural areas, without analysing the real
causes: the relation to the unequal balance of trade. (Cited by Pollit, 2004, p. 323,

fn6)

Given favourable trade deals with the socialist bloc, the revolutionary government

believed it had redressed the unequal balance of trade.” While sugar production
remained pivotal to Cuban economic development, Guevara sought to mechanise its
cultivation and develop a secondary manufacturing industry on the back of it.

There were three incentives to mechanise the sugar cane harvest. First, the
shortage of macheteros (cane cutters) following the post-1959 rural-urban migration
as real wages rose and employment was created. The harvest in 1961 required
200,000 volunteers to be mobilised. The long-term solution was mechanisation.
Second, to humanise the work so that in the near future, Guevara said, ‘those who
speak of cutting by hand, loading by hand, would be considered to be proposing
inhumane, bestial work, something from the past’ (Saenz et al., 2003, p. 151). Third,
to cut the costs of production and raise productivity (Guevara, 1962a, p. 108). This
would be achieved by mechanisation and development of sugar derivatives; value-
added products using sugar as a raw material.

Alfredo Menéndez, director of the EC of Sugar in MININD, recalled how Guevara’s
experience of voluntary labor in the cane field strengthened his resolve to

mechanize the harvest:
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It was a hot day ... already 11am and everyone was tired, but they had not finished
cutting parts of the canaveral [cane field], which means that the cane can’t be
picked up. Che sat down to rest in the shade. When people saw this, they stopped
working too. I explained to him why you had to finish the canaveral. He said:
‘Damn, I am going to get up and cut cane; but this is slave’s work, this has to be
mechanised!’. (Menéndez, 2005a)

Attempts pre-1959 to mechanise the sugar harvest had been resisted
by macheteros who relied on this back-breaking work to survive (Cushion, 2016; US
Department of Commerce, 1956, p. 34).° The minor feats accomplished by Guevara’s
mechanisation project were perhaps more significant in assuaging resistance to
mechanisation than in productive results. Confident that the Revolution would
provide alternative employment and social welfare, militant sugar workers dropped
their resistance to mechanisation. ‘In the epoch of the Revolution, these machines
did not mean unemployment’ explained Miguel Angel Duque de Estrada Ramos
(2005), who was head of the Office of Special Issues which set up the mechanisation
task force. Young macheteros moving to cities to study and work had no wish to
return to manual labour in the countryside. They stopped opposing mechanisation
and machateros contributed to these efforts.

1961 Commission for the Mechanisation of the Sugar Harvest

Have you seen film footage of Che cutting cane? That was one of the first
prototypes. He was struggling to breathe ... The dust from the sugar cane was
terrible for him. Che was one month, 30 days cutting cane, with a terrible asthma
attack! (Sdenz, 2005)

The Commission for the Mechanisation of the Sugar Harvest was set up in early
1961 and headed by Duque de Estrada and Menéndez. The first problem was the
lack of materials; the US blockade was already hurting. Duque de Estrada Ramos
(2005) explained: ‘Che knew the task of mechanisation would take a long time, but
he believed that you had to make a start quickly’. It took nine months to create an
enterprise to construct the machines, but with cooperation between the mechanics
and the sugar mills and assistance of engineers from the Soviet Union,
Czechoslovakia, Hungry, Argentina and Bulgaria, by the start of the 1962 harvest
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the Commission had built more than 500 cane cutters and
500 alzadoras (retrievers). The alzadoras were a simpler design than the cutters and
more successful in raising productivity from the outset. They retrieved piles of cut
cane to load onto the mill transportation. Up to 40% of the macheteros labour had
been consumed by loading cane (Menéndez, 2005b).

Circumventing the US blockade, Guevara had one US and one Australian cane cutter
imported to serve as prototypes. The engineers adapted the design to build on top of
tractors imported from socialist countries (Borrego Diaz, 2001, p. 235). ‘Adapting
the cutters to Cuban conditions was a long process’ explained Duque de Estrada
Ramos (2005). However, the Commission did not delay in introducing the first
prototypes. The first version of the cutters was simple and problematic. Speaking to
sugar workers after six hours of cutting cane on the machine that morning and ten
hours the previous day, Guevara described them as in the experimental stage, liable
to breakdowns, especially with inexperienced operators. “The cutter, as it is today, is
cutting cleaner than the average machetero’, he announced, while inviting
constructive criticisms to improve the machine. “‘The machine is dangerous’ he
warned, admitting that the previous Monday the blades had broken, injuring a
companero who had not taken precautions (Guevara, 1963b, p. 31). Guevara
challenged Orlando Borrego, his deputy in MININD, to a competition on those first
cutters. They worked from 6am to 6pm, with a 15-minute break. “‘When we finished
the work, almost at dusk’, Borrego Diaz recalled (2001, p. 236) ‘Che appeared
jubilant, and with his short breaths [from asthma] he spoke about the advantages
and disadvantages of the cutter and ended by saying that the battle to mechanise
cane was being won’.

‘Che drove me crazy’, said Menéndez (2005b), about Guevara’s insistence on
inaugurating equipment for transporting azticar a granel [sugar in bulk], built but
abandoned due to workers’ resistance before 1959. The Cuban engineer Roger
Lopez who had designed the equipment was preparing to join his family in the
United States, a move complicated by migration controls at both ends. In 1962,
Guevara instructed Menéndez to contact Lopez to request assistance. Having agreed
to the project, ‘because he wanted to see his work finished’, Lopez was provided
with a car and a ‘revolutionary engineer’ to shadow him (Menéndez, 2005b).
The aztcar a granal equipment was inaugurated, alleviating the back-breaking work
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of loading 300 1b sacks onto boats in the ports. Guevara then facilitated Lépez’s exit
to join his family.

It was a similar story to the centros de acopio. Mechanising cutting and retrieving
necessitated mechanical cleaning of the cane before processing. Duque de Estrada
Ramos recalled (2005) that before 1959: ‘an engineer in Camaguey had designed a
plant to “dry clean” the cane with air to remove the earth and straw’. His design was
abandoned after workers’ opposition. Another Cuban engineer Robert Henderson
Kernel assisted the Mechanisation Commission to complete the construction of
the centro de acopio. Henderson inaugurated five centros de acopio and worked on a
combine harvester, mounted on a bulldozer, which cut a whole furrow of cane in one
go (Duque de Estrada Ramos, 2005). For Guevara the Commission’s importance was
not just measured in concrete results, but in the Revolution’s audacity in working
towards complex goals. He told sugar workers: ‘objectively the cane cutting
machines represent a triumph for the Revolution, showing its capacity to focus its
forces in order to resolve problems’ (Guevara, 1962d, p. 127).

The mechanisation project continued after Guevara’s departure from Cuba.
However, only 1% of the harvest was mechanically cut by 1970 (Pollit, 2004, p. 324).
However, with Soviet assistance from that date, and with the increasing use of
Cuban components in new combines, by 1990, that figure had reached 71%
(Pollit, 2004, p. 327). In 2004, Fidel Castro announced: ‘today, there is no one left
that cuts sugar cane by hand’ (Castro Ruz, 2004). Guevara’s ambitious project was
achieved in Cuba’s most important productive sector.

1963 Cuban Institute of Research into Sugar Cane Derivatives (ICIDCA)

... the day will arrive when the derivatives of sugar cane have as much importance
for the national economy as sugar has today. (Guevara, n.d., ICIDCA)

The ICIDCA was established to investigate the potential for establishing new
manufacturing industries based on sugar as a raw material, achieved through
vertical integration of primary and secondary sectors, and increasing the value of
sugar-based exports. The principal sugar by-products were syrup (molasses) from
cane juice, already used to make alcohol, principally rum, and bagasse, the cane
after the juice has been extracted. Bagasse had long been used as fire fuel in sugar
mills, but Guevara aspired to use it to manufacture cardboard and paper and
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synthetic fibres, including rayon and furfural which has multiple uses in the medical
industry, cosmetics and animal feed. This would create industrial zones around the
mills, bringing employment and development to rural areas. Internationally, little
research had been undertaken on sugar by-products. The technology required hardly
existed, so it could not be imported. Success would largely depend on the ICIDCA’s
ability to develop its own technology. Given the lack of scientists and technicians
and the absence of a mechanical industry in Cuba, advances would clearly be made
very slowly and require significant investment. However, Sdenz also acknowledges
that Guevara’s vision was underappreciated within Cuba: ‘Che said “let’s
manufacture products with more value added than sugar, so that sugar is a sub-
product and plastics, pharmaceutical drugs and so on are the main products”. But I
think we missed the point at that time’ (Saenz, 2005).

The short-term goals were less ambitious. A 1964 report said: ‘the future of the
ICIDCA is in the growing emphasis on the processes of fermentation ... to have
advanced technology in this area’ (ICIDCA, 1964, p. 101). With the assistance of
East German specialists, they developed research centre technology, including a
pilot plant set up in a former US sugar mill, for extracting dextran (used medically
as an antithrombotic and to reduce blood viscosity) from sugar cane. They also
developed technology for producing torula yeasts for cattle feed. Saenz (2005b, p.
171) confirmed that: ‘Che was very satisfied with the results obtained’.

In June 1964, the EC of Sugar split from MININD to become the Ministry of Sugar
(MINAZ) headed by Borrego. The ICIDCA passed over to MINAZ'’s jurisdiction where
it remains today. Luis Galvez, who Guevara once called ‘the administrator of the
future’, was its director for over 30 years (Galvez, 2006; Saenz, 2005b, p. 55).

The extraction and exploitation of natural resources

Cuba has among the world’s largest known reserves of nickel. In 1959, there were
two nickel mines, both in Oriente province. The Nicaro mine was owned by the US
government and the Moa mine by a private US company, the Freeport Sulphur
Company. The nickel was sent to the US for processing. A 1961 report to the US
President highlighted the importance of Cuban nickel for the development of the US
military industry, including space exploration projects (Borrego Diaz, 2001, pp.
140-141).
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Nicaro was founded in 1943 during the Second World War and expanded for military
purposes in 1952 during the Korean War. By 1958 the plant was valued at $87
million and its annual production represented 11% of world supply, excluding the
socialist countries (Time Magazine, 1958). The plant had its own electricity supply
and employed 4000 workers in continuous production. A manganese plant in Felton,
a town outside of Nicaro, had another 400 workers. Production stopped at Nicaro in
1960, after the US government refused to pay a new 25% tax imposed by the
revolutionary government on exports. The plant at Moa was inaugurated in 1958
with more complex, modern technology, employing 1600 workers in continuous
production, and valued at $75 million. It was abandoned the following year after the
Revolution. US technicians left the island and US imports vital for production,
particularly ammonia, were cut off.

‘The technological dependence of the nickel industry on the US was total’, stated
Borrego Diaz (2001, p. 141). Restarting production at Moa and Nicaro were major
achievements; paralysis would have been politically, as well as economically
disastrous, leaving 6000 Cubans, including skilled workers, unemployed. The
Revolution relied of the support of the mine workers to re-establish production, and
on the expertise of Soviet specialists sent to assist. One Cuban engineer, Demetrio
Presilla played an essential role at Nicaro. Presilla rejected tempting offers to work
in the US because of racism in that country (Galvez, 2006; Regueira Ortega, 2006).
Initially he also refused to co-operate with the Soviet technicians, on the basis of
anti-communism. According to Benigno Regueira Ortega, head of the Cuban Mining
Institute (ICM) from 1960 following the nationalisation of the mines, Presilla finally
he agreed to collaborate: ‘because of his respect for Che’ (Regueira Ortega, 2006).
From February 1961, responsibility for mining was transferred to the new EC of
Nickel set up in MININD. Guevara also established the Cuban Institute of Mineral
Resources (ICRM) to conduct research in cooperation with the EC, thereby
establishing a model for collaboration between research institutions and production
enterprises that is an established feature in Cuba. New mines were opened with co-
ordinates provided by the ICRM. A new railroad and other facilities were built with
equipment imported from the USSR and England.

From 1963, the administrator at Nicaro was Luis Galvez, a young chemical
engineering student. ‘My main role was to get a good understanding of that complex
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technology, to establish good relations with the workers and take a lead on the
technical side’ he explained. ‘I had the factory and the mine 20 kilometres away. I
practically lived in the factory’ (Galvez, 2006). The ammonia necessary for nickel
extraction arrived in weekly shipments from the USSR, which also provided credit
for Cuba to purchase spare parts from the west. The credit was repaid in nickel.
Restarting production at Moa was an even greater accomplishment. The Soviet
engineers sent to assist were unfamiliar with the modern technology, so Guevara
tracked down and met with technicians and engineers working at the plant before
the Revolution. They were now mostly reemployed in Havana and most planned to
leave the country. Emphasising the vital role of the mine in Cuban development and
the importance of their own contribution, he persuaded them to return to help
restart the Mao mine, offering to facilitate their departure from Cuba subsequently.
An Indian engineer Dr T K Roy was also tracked down abroad and agreed to travel
secretly to Cuba to help rehabilitate production. Borrego described this as a defeat
for the ‘yankee government’ which showed that ‘revolutionary daring could triumph
with decisive and intelligent work when faced by a powerful adversary’ (Borrego
Diaz, 2005, p. 144).

New mines were opened which had various metals with productive potential and
economic value. Galvez (2006) explained that Guevara and Castro envisaged moving
beyond the production of nickel, which is an intermediary product, to produce
stainless steels for use in the chemical and food industries. This was achieved in the
1980s, but in Guevara’s time the principal achievement was to restart nickel
production and shift exports to the USSR.

1961 Cuban Institute of Mineral Resources [ICRM]

We must search for mineral resources ... it is a task for everyone. We must prepare
many geologists or mine engineers ...and do the industrial preparation to get at
those metals ... . (Guevara, 1961, p. 276)

Oil was first extracted in Cuba in 1881, but with little economic significance
(Morales). Only in 1954 did industrial production begin, at a well in central Cuba.
The consequent exploration by foreign oil companies between 1954 and 1957
revealed small reserves in four locations. Following the Revolution, a new law
enabled the government to collect technical information from the oil companies
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granted a concession under Batista’'s regime. In protest, companies withdraw from
the island. Consequently, the government set up the Cuban Petroleum Institute (ICP)
to lead the industry. With assistance from Argentinian specialists the first new well
was opened up in May 1960.

In 1961, the ICRM was established to study the mineral and petroleum mines under
production and begin locating and prospecting for mineral resources. It was
MININD’s first research center. There were only two geologists in Cuba, so the
institute relied mainly on Argentinian, Soviet and Czechoslovakian geologists. From
1963, it was directed by Jesus Suarez Gayol, a captain in Guevara’s Rebel Army
column. In 1963 the ICRM’s annual report concluded: ‘the real possibility has
emerged of finding [petroleum] in some zones. We must continue the investigations
to see if it is possible to reduce imports which consume $80 million every year’
(ICRM, 1963, p. 80). The institute was instructed to produce a geological map of
Cuba: ‘with special practical consideration for the economic problems of the
country, such as an increase of reserves and the prospecting of supplies of those
minerals which substitute imports and would be a source of hard currency’
(ICRM, 1962, p. 591).

In 1964, 21 oil wells had been finished and 34,343 tonnes of oil extracted, up from
27,800 in 1959, but below the peak of 79,200 in 1956 (MININD, 1964, p. 84;
Morales, n.d.). The Institute had calculated Cuban reserves of over a dozen metals
(including iron, magnesium, copper and gold) and located the necessary primary
materials for making cement (MININD, 1964, pp. 84-87).

Suérez Gayol organized ‘peoples’ explorations’ to search for minerals.” In 1964 a
book entitled Geology in Cuba was published to educate and train new Cuban
geologists. Guevara wrote the prologue outlining the objectives, weaknesses and
challenges the ICRM faced, while praising: ‘our capacity to learn from our contact
with the most progressive scientists of the most advanced fraternal countries, as
much in technology as in organisation’ (Guevara, 1964a, p. 741). By 1964, 153
foreign specialists worked in the ICRM.

In 1965 the ICRM was searching for rare mineral and copper reserves to serve as
the foundation for a future electronics industry and investigating the organisational
and technical-material requirements for drilling the sea around the Keys in the north
coast of central Cuba where Guevara correctly believed there were oil reserves
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(Gravalosa, 2006).
1962 Cuban Institute of Mining and Metallurgy Research (ICIMM)

We have lots of iron ... nickel, cobalt, chrome, manganese; there is a set of
minerals that permit us to make alloys, to make special metals when we have
developed our steel and iron industry, and furthermore, we have copper which is
also a really important metal. That means that we have to ... develop with audacity,
to go on creating our own technology ... here there are no metallurgists, but there
can and should be. (Guevara, 1961, pp. 286-287)

Cuba is abundant in lateritas, reddish ground in humid tropical regions, rich in
minerals, iron, nickel, cobalt and albuminate. In 1962, Guevara set up the ICIMM, to
complement the work of the ICRM, in ‘developing and applying new technologies’ in
the mineral and metallurgy branches, focussing on lateritas whilst searching for
other natural resources (magnesium and dolomite) and increasing the extraction of
copper for future utilisation in the electronics industry (MININD, 1962, p. 592). In
addition, the ICIMM was to develop technology and investments to expand a steel
plant in Havana, assist a metal plant in Pinar del Rio and instruct MININD
enterprises on the development of the iron and steel industry in the west
(Saenz, 2005b, pp. 160-161).

The ICIMM'’s achievements were limited. While Sdenz (2005b, p. 163) largely
blamed the managerial deficiencies of the Institute’s director Faustino Prado, who
soon left Cuba, he recognized that, ‘it was impossible to achieve technological
results of magnitude within only two or three years of work’. Galvez (2006)
explained that while good results were achieved in separating cobalt from nickel in
pilot plants, industrial application required huge investments, which were just not
available. The USSR was interested in importing Cuba’s nickel, but not in
manufacturing cobalt, so they lacked an incentive to invest.

1962 Cuban Institute for Technological Research (ICIT)

The main task of the ICIT is in agriculture, to facilitate our industrial development
and for the maintenance of botanical science ... with scientific controls from the
planting of the seed up to industrial exploitation. (MININD, 1964, p. 143)
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The ICIT was founded in 1962 to facilitate the industrial application of agricultural
products and other plants, with a view to import substitution and the creation of new
products with strong markets (MININD, 1962, p. 590). Guevara endeavoured to
strengthen the links between agriculture and industry, introducing industrial
management methods to agriculture in a way which, Saenz (2005b, p. 176) claimed,
‘anticipated the idea of the future complex agroindustry’.

Taking over an abandoned mansion outside Havana, the ICIT constructed
laboratories, pilot plants and workshops. By 1964, they were researching the textile
branch and had invented a machine to wash fibre produced from the kenaf plant
(MININD, 1965, p. 81). They conducted research on over a dozen plants and crops.
The industrial potential of this flora ranged from fabric dyes, to sewing thread,
fishing ropes, food colouring, animal feed, vegetable oils, perfumes, and so on.
Successful laboratory research was carried out for extracting tannin from
Eucalyptus trees and other plants, and with inorganic pigments, using Cuban
chromite as a primary material. The 1964 annual report recorded that the ICIT had
conducted work related to the ceramics industry, ‘an interesting project linked to
the manufacture of chemical earthenware’ (MININD, 1965, p. 81). It was also
responsible for ‘studying the application of experimental cultivation being carried
out in our experimental unit’ (MININD, 1963, p. 611), Ciro Redondo, discussed
below.

1962 Ciro Redondo experimental farm

Che’s visits to the farm ‘Ciro Redondo’ were very frequent ... he instigated
experiments with the new salary system based on conceptions which were part of
the Budgetary Finance System ... Ciro Redondo developed a group of medicinal
plants for the production of medicines, convinced of the future importance of
‘green’ medicine. (Borrego Diaz, 2001, p. 138)

An abandoned farm in Matanzas was taken over for MININD to carry out socio-
productive and botanical or agricultural experimentation. It was named Ciro
Redondo to honor a Rebel Army captain who died during the revolutionary war. The
scientific-technical work was led by Guillermo Cid Rodriguez, a Cuban botanist who
had pioneered the exploitation of kenaf, the study of forage and the development of
horticulture for exports. Guevara described him as: ‘a scientist with calloused hands’

https://www.struggle-la-lucha.org/2022/10/page/8/
18


https://www.tandfonline.com/reader/content/1839f556d7d/10.1080/14747731.2022.2111078/format/epub/EPUB/xhtml/index.xhtml#CIT0042
https://www.tandfonline.com/reader/content/1839f556d7d/10.1080/14747731.2022.2111078/format/epub/EPUB/xhtml/index.xhtml#CIT0051
https://www.tandfonline.com/reader/content/1839f556d7d/10.1080/14747731.2022.2111078/format/epub/EPUB/xhtml/index.xhtml#CIT0045
https://www.tandfonline.com/reader/content/1839f556d7d/10.1080/14747731.2022.2111078/format/epub/EPUB/xhtml/index.xhtml#CIT0045
https://www.tandfonline.com/reader/content/1839f556d7d/10.1080/14747731.2022.2111078/format/epub/EPUB/xhtml/index.xhtml#CIT0043
https://www.tandfonline.com/reader/content/1839f556d7d/10.1080/14747731.2022.2111078/format/epub/EPUB/xhtml/index.xhtml#CIT0002

in praise of his intelligence and hard work (Hernandez Serrano, 2007). In January
1962, 165 students from the Rebel Army school were sent to the farm; most had
fought alongside Guevara and had low educational levels. Their challenge was to get
200 hectares of farmland productive within one year with little mechanical
equipment and to combine agricultural work with evening study (Séenz, 2005b, p.
178). A mathematical physicist, Dr Raul Arteche Duque, directed the school at the
farm.

Ramiro Lastre, a former Rebel Army soldier at Ciro Redondo, recalled 23 varieties of
medicinal plants being cultivated and used in experiments. ‘At one stage we had
Chinese scientists, a doctor of science and three agronomy engineers, who lived with
us’, he recalled (Hernandez Serrano, 2004). The main experimentation was with
textile fibres, oleaginous plants, and tung trees and safflower for making paints. Cid
headed two missions to Brazil to visit agro-industrial experimental centres and
establish a program for cooperation, but the project was frustrated by the military
coup in Brazil 1964. Medicinal plants from Ciro Redondo were taken to the Hospital
of Oncology in Havana where Cid’s wife, Cora Lazo Jesus, who held a doctorate in
pharmaceuticals, and three other scientists, carried out laboratory experiments. She
recalled: ‘we began to work with varieties of these plants. I worked as a chemist.
The fourth floor of the building was practically part of the Ministry of Industries’
(Herndndez Serrano, 2004).

In addition, Ciro Redondo was a site for social experiments in the organization of
work, management techniques, incentives structures and salary scales, aspects of
the BFS (Yaffe, 2009, pp. 188-190). In 1965 Ciro Redondo was transferred to the
new National Centre for Scientific Research.

1963 Cuban Institute for Development of Chemical Industry [ICDIQ]

The ICDIQ was created to develop the chemical industry ... For now, this institute
should just work to create technology and build factories to match that
technology ... to act as the investor organisation in relation to new plants.
(ICDIQ, 1964, p. 98)

The ICDIQ was established in 1963 to address the lack of material and intellectual
resources in this sector and collaborate with MININD’s Light and Heavy Chemical
production branches, which incorporated 12 ECs, including the EC of
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Pharmaceuticals. The institute built its own prototypes, pilot plants, and equipment.
It was instructed: ‘to consider the satellite plants necessary for the supply of primary
materials’ and develop technology for the extraction of steroids and carotene from
the wax of cachaza, the outer film of sugar cane (MININD, 1962, p. 612). Later the
ICDIQ was instructed: ‘to develop the industrial application of antibiotics, not only
for human use, but also for animals’ (MININD, 1965, p. 116).

Its director Alvaro Garcia Pifiera was a chemical engineer lacking ideological
affiliation to the Revolution. ‘He dared to do things irrationally’ complained Sdenz
(2006), ‘he broke the laws of engineering. With a pencil and slide rule, he designed
an antibiotics plant. That’s crazy!’. The plant failed to produce a single antibiotic and
the factory was returned to yeast production. This scenario was repeated with ‘all
the chemical plants Garcia Pifiera had announced and included in the ministry plans’
(Saenz, 2005b, p. 175). However, even with a superior director at the ICDIQ, Saenz
concluded, much better results were unlikely. The Cubans were starting from
scratch, with few scientists, little equipment and scarce capital. Vice Minister of
Industrial Construction Angel Gémez Trueba (2001, pp. 43-45), reflected that: ‘the
lack of understanding and internalisation at that time about this sector had an
adverse effect on socialist economic development’. Nonetheless a valuable idea and
a research methodology were established, Saenz said (2006): ‘“The idea was
excellent, to make an institute with what they call a complete cycle of innovation.
The institute develops products at a scale where it can build pilot plants which, if
successful, are turned into production plants’ (Saenz, 2006). This innovation cycle
methodology is applied today in Cuba’s research and development institutes.

1963 Cuban Institute for Machinery Development [ICDM]

They tried to organise the production of spare parts - to generate ideas, to train
people, with the aim of producing our own spare parts. Cuba didn’t have a
mechanical industry, only small workshops. They also tried to develop some
machines ... This institute was the cornerstone for future developments.
(Saenz, 2006)

Guevara lamented that the Revolution’s early trade deals had excluded the purchase
of a spare parts factory (Guevara, 1962a, p. 289). In 1963, he set up the ICDM to
address the lack of capital goods and spare parts resulting from the US blockade
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and the shift in trade. Assisted by Soviet advisors, the ICDM worked to install spare
parts factories and optimise the use of machines and tools already available in
MININD (MININD, 1965, p. 116). Within one year, there was a 132% increase in the
production of spare parts, a new mechanics plant was to be inaugurated in Santa
Clara in 1965 and a metallurgy plant was under construction (MININD, 1965, p. 81).
The ICDM constructed agricultural machinery for sugar cane and kenaf. For
example, in 1963, a kenaf cutter was built, and improved the following year. Another
machine for stripping the bark from the kenaf plant was also improved in 1964
reducing the number of operators required by over 40%. A combine harvester was
built for the sugar industry in 1964 and improved the following year. While the
ICDM’s work was considered satisfactory, its principal weakness was the
dependence on foreign technicians (MININD, 1965, pp. 82-83).

Naval construction, automation and electronics

MININD'’s research and development institutes related to two of the four lines of
development proposed by Guevara in 1962, metallurgy and sugar cane derivatives.
Efforts to foster progress in the remaining two sectors, electronics and naval
construction, were integrated into MININD’s main apparatus, rather than as
research and development institutes, via the EC of Naval Construction, the Office for
Automation and Electronics, the EC of Electrical Equipment and the EC of
Electricity.

Naval construction

The naval industry offers prospects of enormous importance to Cuba, but it is not
just one industrial branch. Rather it is made up of a complex of factories:
metallurgy, motors of various types, cables, electrical equipment and electronics,
carpentry, etcetera. (Guevara, 1962a, pp. 106-107)

As early as January 1959, Guevara spoke about the need for a merchant fleet as a
corollary to Cuba’s export industry (Guevara, 1959a, p. 19). Naval construction, he
said, could be developed at a faster or slower pace, but it must be considered as an
important aspect of Cuban industry, given the country’s dependence on international
trade (Guevara, 1959b, p. 300). Building domestic merchant ships would save Cuba
millions of pesos on transport costs every year, given that 80% of trade had shifted
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from the US (150 kilometers away) to the USSR (8000 kilometers distance) and to
the rest of the socialist bloc: ‘Cuba will need to transport more than eight million
tonnes [of sugar] in 1965 ... at least 80 ships will be needed just for Cuba’. Pre-
empting objections to the huge investments required for a naval industry, Guevara
(19624, pp. 106-107) asserted that: ‘in terms of hard currency, a ship would recoup
a value of 2.5 million peso in five trips to Europe ... a succulent saving for a country
such as ours, maritime exporter par excellence’. He pointed to other benefits: ‘such
as ships for the coastal trade, which is the cheapest form of internal transport, and
the construction of an adequate fishing fleet’. With an expanded fishing fleet Cuba
could substitute costly food imports with local fish and sea foods, to the benefit of
the underdeveloped coastal regions.

In 1962, the EC of Naval Construction was set up in the Metallurgy Branch of the
Vice Ministry of Basic Industry. It achieved few concrete results, however, and
Guevara assessed its management negatively in 1964 (Guevara, 1964b, pp.
109-110). That year it fell 61% short of planned production, accounting for 25% of
the total shortfall of that Vice Ministry (MININD, 1965, p. 10). Plans to expand the
shipyards in Havana with Cuban architects and civil engineers were put aside
because investment was not available (Gomez Trueba, 2001, p. 35).

After visiting shipyards in Poland, Saenz advised Guevara that Cuba lacked the
technological and economic capacity to build major transport ships. He was right. In
Guevara’s time, the EC of Naval Construction produced wooden fishing boats for
Cuba’s Gulf Fleet, which contributed to the increase in total fish production from
30,000 to 40,000 tonnes from 1960 to 1965 (FAO, 1967). Later developments in
naval construction included iron and cement boats. Meanwhile, Cubans were trained
in naval engineering in the socialist bloc, learning to operate and maintain the
merchant ships acquired by Cuba from elsewhere over the years (Guevara, 2003, p.
13).

1962 Office of Automation and Electronics

Automation and electronics were a passion for Che as minister of industries.
(Gomez Trueba, 2001, p. 44)

In January 1962 Guevara told MININD directors:
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We are entering the era of automation and electronics. We have to think of
electronics as a function of socialism and the transition to
communism ... Electronics has become a fundamental political problem of the
country. Today and tomorrow cadre must be prepared so they are ready in the
future to take up the next great technological tasks and for the automation of an
ever-increasing part of total production, the liberation of man by means of the
machine. (Guevara, 1962e, p. 149)

Technological progress imposes the centralization of the productive forces, he told
MININD administrators, pointing to US power generators which, with a handful of
operators, produced one million kilowatts each, greater than the total installed
capacity in Cuba (Guevara, 1962f, p. 91). This should be a phenomenon of socialism
and communism, he said:

In all the great modern, centralised and automated industries, man’s activity
should take place outside of production. In the future man will express his wishes
through political institutions which are being created, and which will determine
the types of production which the country needs. (Guevara, 1962f, p. 92)

Automation would permit political control over the economy. It could ‘even
accelerate transition to the new society ... Without automation, that is, without
substantially raising productivity, we will take much longer to reach that stage’
(Guevara, 1962g, p. 207). However, Guevara also cautioned that these steps could
not be achieved quickly, describing automation as both an ‘aspiration’ and a
‘precondition’ for the development of a new society. ‘But for this there has to be
preparation’ (Guevara, 1962q, p. 221).

In 1962 the Office of Automation and Electronics was established within MININD to
find immediate solutions to concrete production problems whilst laying the
foundations for future advances. The Office directed projects underway in the EC of
Electrical Equipment, studying, repairing, and carrying out maintenance on the
means of industrial control. It studied the feasibility of installing an electronic
components factory and introducing automation in the sugar industry. It oversaw the
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training of electrical engineers and other technical cadre to operate imported
equipment, build experience in the fields of electronics, cybernetics, instrumentation
and computing, and to assess the possibilities for automation in industrial sectors
(MININD, 1962, pp. 589-590, 1963, p. 610; Saenz, 2005b, pp. 163-164).

Ultimately, there were few tangible results during Guevara’s time. Ambitious
projects were underway by 1964, including for the automation of the Maritime
Terminal in Matanzas for sugar exports, and installation of a system to
control tachos and evaporators (MININD, 1965, p. 80). However, the annual report
complained that the Office suffered from: ‘a lack of definition of objectives, a lack of
technical cadre and internal organizational deficiencies’. Trueba recalled
negotiations with Poland for the construction of a plant to assemble televisions in
Cuba which: ‘gave few results’ (Gémez Trueba, 2001, p. 44). The tasks set were
changed often and substantially.

The Office directed the School of Automation, where Czechoslovakian engineers
taught Cuban technicians about automated control systems (Sdenz, 2006).
Effectively, it was a theoretical school, lacking the technology for the applied aspect.
In December 1964, 69 students graduated as mechanics of measurement and
control. A further 39 students were studying instrumentation techniques and 28
were students of automation (MININD, 1965, p. 75). In 1964 the Office was
instructed to lead on Guevara’s plan to import computer components and assemble
the machines in Cuba, reducing the cost of technology transfers and training up
electrical engineers until they were capable of manufacturing computers
domestically. According to Oscar Fernandez Mel, a doctor in the Rebel Army,
Guevara was already thinking along these lines in early 1959: ‘Che was interested in
computing, the automation of management, of the economy and the factories’, he
affirmed. Clearly there were some successes, as Mel recalled: ‘one of Che’s happiest
moments was when the EC of Perfumes had managed to automate their supply. He
created the first school of computing and acquired the first computers ... Che was
the pioneer of the introduction of computing in Cuba’ (Fernandez Mel, 2006).
Conclusion

We are inaugurating an epoch in which scientific knowledge is, and will
increasingly be, the main force that determines our rhythm of development and
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our capacity to ‘burn through stages’ in the construction of socialism.
(Guevara, 1962f, p. 148)

Guevara’s promotion of science and technology within MININD was part of his
theoretical understanding that communism should arise out of the highest stage of
development of the productive forces. The greater the level of automation and
centralisation, the greater would be the potential for conscious, political control of
the economy, as market forces were replaced by planning in determining production
and consumption. More concretely, however, MININD’s research and development
institutes worked towards immediate goals: finding substitutes for costly imports;
increasing the value added to raw material exports, particularly sugar and nickel;
creating a mechanical industry to exploit Cuba’s metallurgy reserves; producing
spare parts and laying foundations for the production of capital goods. Parallel to
these projects was the imperative of reducing inequality by extending electrical
provision and, hence, employment opportunities, to mechanise agricultural
production, raise productivity and create a training infrastructure for future
developments. The institutes reflected Guevara’s understanding of which sectors
were leading international developments, technologically and economically, while
also being grounded in Cuba’s concrete conditions and development needs. Reality
imposed many obstacles, as the discussion above demonstrates. When Guevara left
Cuba in 1965 the research and development institutes within MININD were
neglected. ‘This lasted about two years’, according to Borrego Diaz (2005). ‘It was a
mistake on our part, but luckily we realised that quickly and refocused on them.’

There is no space here to discuss Guevara’s legacy, but it would be possible to track
the impact of his approach on Cuban development. One example is offered Jorge
Ruiz Ferrer, a close collaborating wit Guevara in MININD, including on attempts to
apply computer processing to optimise production. After the division of MININD,
Ruiz became Vice Minister in the new Ministry of Minerals and Metallurgy where he
applied those methods first tentatively experimented with in MININD. Through an
investigation into the mining process at Moa using a computer that Guevara had
imported from England they saved the country millions of dollars (Ruiz
Ferrer, 2006). Ruiz was clear that although substantial results were not attained in
MININD, later achievements were the direct legacy of a methodology that Guevara
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promoted.

While MININD’s achievements were modest, arguably Guevara’s real
accomplishment was to introduce a methodology for applying science and
technology to production, forcing that agenda onto the national development
strategy, initiating the necessary training and research infrastructure, including
investing in laboratory research, experimental areas, pilot plants and prototype
workshops to create a cycle of innovation. Today, institutes operate in Cuba covering
all the areas of those set up by Guevara between 1961 and 1963.

Notes

1.

The 1951 report by the Truslow Commission for the International Bank of
Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) announced that ‘the Mission could not find
any suitable applied research laboratory, public or private, in Cuba’ (IBRD, 1951, p.
223). Cuba’s 1953 census recorded that 60% of Cubans had between three years and
no schooling; just over 1% had university education, and only 1.7% of them were
science students.

2.

US pressure led to the ECLA mission to Cuba being withdrawn in summer 1960.

3.

By ‘sucroquimica’ Guevara was referring to chemical derivatives from sugar cane
(Sdenz et al., 2003, p. 29).

4,

The countryside was populated by rural huts made from sticks and mud; 75% were
one room dwellings, with earthen floors, no power or electricity. Only 3% of rural
Cubans owned the land they worked while 35% had parasitic diseases
(MacDonald, 1995, pp. 48-50).

5.

Cuba was paid above world market price for sugar. However, ‘free’ or world market
price applied to only 10-15% of internationally traded sugar, the rest being
produced to quotas and sold for predetermined prices.

6.

Mechanisation could reduce the efficiency and profitability of the sugar industry
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(Yaffe, 2009, p. 174). Cushion (2016) has details of workers resistance to
mechanisation.

7.

In mid-1964, Suarez Gayol left MININD to become Vice Minister of Production in the
new Ministry of Sugar (MINAZ). In 1966, he went to Bolivia to join Guevara’s
guerrilla campaign and was the first Cuban to die there in April 1967.
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Open letter to LGBTQ+ activists:
Learn from Cuba! End the

blockade!

written by Struggle-La Lucha
October 9, 2022
b ot

In September, Serena Brennerman, a 16-year-old white trans woman, was found
drowned in Salem, Oregon. Serena’s death was ruled a suicide by the police. But her
friends and community don’t believe it. She was physically harassed by bigots in her
school for a long time. Some of this violence was even captured on video. Whether
Serena was murdered or took her own life, she was a victim of the trans panic being
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pushed by the rich and powerful and embraced by violent neo-Nazis and TERFs.

There’s no ambiguity about the murders of Semaj Billingslea, a Black trans man,
who was shot to death in Jacksonville, Florida, on Sept. 21, or Mya Allen, a Black
trans woman, who was murdered on Aug. 29 in Milwaukee. Nearly three dozen trans
people have been killed so far this year, most of them people of color, and that’s only
counting those who were correctly gendered and identified.

There’s a war against trans, nonbinary, and gender nonconforming people in this
country. It’s not new. But it has escalated to unprecedented heights in the last year
and is spilling over into the whole LGBTQ2S community and those who support us.

Doctors and children’s hospitals are threatened with bombings. Neo-Nazis shut
down drag events, often aided by local cops. Parents are threatened with
prosecution for supporting their trans kids. We are increasingly threatened and
accosted on the street, in stores, on public transportation, with slurs and threats.

What are the supposed friends of the LGBTQ+ community in Washington doing to
stop this? Not a damn thing. They tell us to vote for them, the way they told women
to vote for them before standing aside and letting abortion rights be stripped away.
Meanwhile, alleged progressives like Hillary Clinton and the New York Times are
spouting TERF rhetoric and dismissing trans rights.

The Biden administration and Congress have made it crystal clear that their priority
is funding wars for empire on the other side of the world, not protecting the rights of
people here.

It’s painful to watch. But we are not powerless.

On Sept. 25 something incredibly important happened just 90 miles from U.S.
shores. After three years of democratic discussion and education at all levels of
society, the people of socialist Cuba voted by a two-thirds margin for a new Code of
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Families. It enshrines in law the rights of queers, trans people and women in
marriage and adoption. It changes the fundamental relationship between parents
and children to one based on responsibilities and rights. It elevates chosen families
to the same status as blood families. It embraces the rights that are being stripped
away from us or that we never had at all.

In the U.S. media this was reduced to a vote for gay marriage. The Washington Post,
Fox News, CNN and the rest don’t want people in this country to know what Cuba’s
Code of Families is, or how it was achieved. They especially don’t want the trans and
LGBTQ+ community to know, because people here might realize that we need to
fight for what Cuba has: free health care, including gender-affirming care, free
education, including comprehensive sex education, the right to housing and work
and dignity for all.

There’s an old liberal saying from the 1960s that those who make reform impossible
make revolution inevitable. Today’s liberals don’t mention that much, because it's a
damning indictment of their own inaction and complacency.

Cuba made a revolution to get out from under the thumb of the U.S. empire.
Washington has been punishing Cuba ever since. Cuba has been subject to a 60-year
economic blockade on trade, medicine, food and more. Trump tightened the
blockade and Biden has kept his hateful measures in place despite the pandemic and
climate collapse.

One of the most hateful and destructive policies of the U.S. empire is using the
rights of trans people, LGBTQ+ people and women as an excuse to attack other
countries around the world in its wars for profit. It’s so obvious right now, as our
own limited rights are being viciously stripped away.

We need to rely on ourselves, not corporate-sponsored politicians, to fight for our
rights. We need to build alliances with other people here and around the world who

https://www.struggle-la-lucha.org/2022/10/page/8/
33


https://www.struggle-la-lucha.org/2022/10/03/new-york-cuban-diplomats-present-new-code-of-freedom-for-families/

are fighting for their rights and against the U.S. empire. Trans people who are on
the front line of so much abuse and bigotry can play a leading role in building a
revolutionary movement here. Just look at how trans and other queer workers at
Starbucks and Amazon have become an incredible force for organizing unions.

Bigots say get back, we say fight back! Protect trans kids! Unblock Cuba!

La visita de Biden

written by Struggle-La Lucha
October 9, 2022
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Hace unos dias, el presidente Biden visité a Puerto Rico para recordarnos, si acaso
lo habiamos olvidado, que seguimos siendo una colonia.

Lo que sus publicistas describieron como una visita para ver los danos ocasionados
por el huracan Fiona y auscultar el sentir del pueblo, fue realmente una burda farsa
para ganar los votos de las y los puertorriquenos que ahora viven en exilio en el
estado de Florida.

Y es que se avecinan las elecciones de medio término en los Estados Unidos que
eligen a los miembros del senado y a la camara de representantes. Ambas camaras,
actualmente las domina el Partido de Biden, el Partido Demdcrata. Pero no con
amplia mayoria, y se espera que en estas elecciones los republicanos recuperen
asientos y ganen los escafos necesarios para ser la mayoria en ambas camaras. En
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un pais que se ha dividido tanto, esto equivale a la casi imposibilidad de avanzar la
agenda demdcrata. Pero tengamos claro que la agenda demdcrata es también una
agenda guerrerista.

También fueron los Demdcratas, bajo Obama, quienes aprobaron para Puerto Rico,
la Ley Promesa que impuso la Junta de Control Fiscal que hasta este dia no ha hecho
sino destruir el pais, ahondando la pobreza por la cual miles de personas se han ido
a la Florida buscando trabajo y servicios de salud.

Asi que gritamos, junto a las y los manifestantes que la misma policia de Puerto Rico
les impidid el paso para protestar la visita del presidente estadounidense: iFuera
Biden, abajo la colonia!

Desde Puerto Rico para Radio Clarin de Colombia, les hablo, Berta Joubert-Ceci.

Che Guevara

written by Struggle-La Lucha
October 9, 2022
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"The true revolutionary
is quided by great
feelings of love."

"Above all, always be
capable of feeling deeply
any injustice committed
against anyone, anywhere
in the world."

Che Guevara

{ :
"'. "i;
A ~

Ernesto Che Guevara
14 June 1928 — 9 October 1967

Struggle-La-Lucha.org & Socialist Unity Party
Salute the life of Comandante Che

Ernesto “Che” Guevara — the great internationalist and revolutionary leader — died
55 years ago on Oct. 9, 1967, at the hands of Bolivian soldiers who were trained,
equipped, and put in motion by U.S. Green Beret and CIA operatives. Che’s last
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words proved their defeat and his victory: “Shoot, cowards. You are only going to kill
a man.” Che still lives.

CIA strengthens presence in
Ukraine on Biden’s orders

written by Struggle-La Lucha
October 9, 2022
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A journalistic report by The Intercept has revealed that the CIA remains in Ukraine
and that its operations, as well as the number of troops, have increased considerably
since the middle of this year. Although the investigation is aimed at dismissing the
Russian military operation, it has uncovered details regarding the actions of the US
intelligence agency on Ukrainian soil.

One of those details is that the CIA has taken credit for Ukraine’s latest gains on the
battlefield while downplaying its failures or poor predictions during the open war
that began in February this year. For example, they had said that Russia would take
Kiev and, in the face of such a defeat, Ukraine should prepare for guerrilla warfare.

Aware of the situation, President Biden himself ordered the withdrawal of part of the
CIA assets at that time but, realizing the miscalculation, they not only returned to
the enclave but have reinforced it and have continued to do so ever since.
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“The secret operations of the United States inside Ukraine are carried out under a
finding of presidential covert action,” read the report.

US intelligence personnel are not new to Ukraine, as they have been operating there
since the Obama era after the Euromaidan coup. In March, Avril Haines, director of
national intelligence, acknowledged during a Senate Intelligence Committee hearing
that the CIA had not done well “in terms of predicting the military challenges that
[Putin] has encountered with his own military.”

Wrong or not in his predictions, what is clear is the direct involvement of US
intelligence in the conflict in Ukraine. Making available to Kiev not only its radar
systems and the entire military apparatus but active personnel in the combat zones
as well.

(Mision Verdad)

Translation: Orinoco Tribune
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The 1976 Barbados terrorist bomb
attack: The pain is still intact for
Cubans

written by Struggle-La Lucha

October 9, 2022

Today October 6, on the occasion of the 46th anniversary of the Barbados Crime,
Resumen Latinoamericano shares an interview with the daughter of the Cubana de
Aviacién Flight 455 co-pilot, Miguel Espinosa, one of the 73 innocent people, many
of whom were children, killed in that terrorist attack that the Cuban people will
never forget. Luis Posada Carriles and Orlando Bosch, the CIA operatives who
planned the bombing and many others, never were held accountable, in fact, they
bragged about it.

Miguel Espinosa was afraid. “I feel I don’t have long to live,” he told his family days
before the crime in Barbados.

On two occasions in 1976, Espinosa co-piloted a plane in danger of exploding. The
first time was when he was transporting Hortensia Bussi, the widow of Chilean
President Salvador Allende, from Mexico to Havana shortly after the coup in
Santiago de Chile. One of the aircraft’s luggage contained a bomb that failed to
detonate.

A few months later, the Cubana de Aviacion airplane he would command on his way
back to the island was waiting for his departure from the Kingston airport in Jamaica
when a technical delay prevented the death of Espinosa and the rest of the
passengers. One bomb exploded in the carriage that transported the luggage to the
aircraft just minutes before the estimated time of departure.
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On the third occasion, Espinosa didn’t have the same luck. He was not on the
CU-455 flight list from Barbados to Havana on October 6, but at the last minute, he
had to fill in for a crew member. The aircraft left on time with two active bombs that
exploded within minutes of takeoff, just 600 meters off the coast of Bridgetown.
Miguel Espinosa died at the age of 47, along with the rest of the crew and
passengers: 73, including 57 Cubans. He is one of the 3,478 victims of the terrorism
that has plagued Cuba with the complicity of successive U.S. administrations from
1959 to the present.

“I was ten years old,” Haymel Espinosa Gomez said as she leafs through a thick book
of photos and newspaper clippings assembled by her over the past 40 years. Each
headline relates to the crime in which her father, Miguel Espinosa, lost his life.

“On October 6, we had arranged for Dad to pick up my mom and me at the school
exit. We were there together because we had to fix and paint the classroom with
other mothers and classmates. When we hadn’t heard from him by four in the
afternoon, we felt something had happened,” she remarked.

Around five o’clock, a small bus parked right in front of her elementary school, and
men and women dressed in Cubana de Aviacion uniforms began to get out of the
vehicle. “We deduced that the worst had happened”. The news of the terrorist bomb
attack spread like wildfire and the Espinosa-Gomez family’s house began to quickly
fill up with neighbors, friends, and relatives.

“Everyone came to support us. Our pain multiplied. Days later, I heard the recording
recovered from the plane’s black box,” she recalled as her eyes misted with tears.
“Although I was a very young girl, [ have never been able to forget the desperation
in that beloved voice.”

Today, after so many years, the pain in Haymel Espinosa remains intact. ” Whenever
I hear the recording, I change the channel or move away from the TV.”
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In 2006, relatives of the victims of this horrific attack visited the monument erected
in Barbados in honor of the 73 passengers aboard the CU-455.

“It’s very close to shore -Haymel recalled-. I remember we sat in silence as close to
the sea as possible. We spent a long time looking at the horizon, and we cried. We
longed for a place in Cuba to place flowers for them.”

If he hadn’t praised the red dress of a doctor on the block -which was actually green-
we would still think he didn’t know the colors. She, astonished due to that mistake,
did all the necessary tests, and the results were positive for color blindness. He
wasn’t released from Cubana de Aviacidn because of country’s lack of pilots and his
prestige and experience in the airline”.

Haymel Espinosa became a doctor not only because of her vocation but also because
her father would have wanted her to. She joined the Revolutionary Armed Forces,
just like he did. “And I even tried to become a pilot, but I couldn’t,” she said and
smiled.

“The tragedy changed my life. Shortly before the bombing in Barbados, I was
learning to play the guitar. My dad had put one together for me from parts of older
ones. The day before he left, he swore to bring me a new one when he got home that
October 6; he had already raised the money. That day, he would have picked me up
from school with it in his hands. That’s how I imagined it. The guitar never arrived,
neither did he, and I never wanted to play again.”

Source: Resumen Latinoamericano - US
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It’s Autumn, and I can’t wait for the
Fall (of Columbus)

written by Struggle-La Lucha
October 9, 2022
I write this in October, in the midst of all of the fall celebrations in the U.S. —

Columbus Day, Thanksgiving and even Halloween — that can give some big
headaches to Indigenous people by enhancing the erasure of Indigenous history and
the stereotyping of Indigenous peoples.

Responding to these fall holidays is just a starting point, but first steps are
important. Of course, we still need to get rid of the vampire economic system that
profits from misery and destruction of the Earth, along with settler colonialism,
racism, misogyny, homophobia and much more. But in the meantime, we can all
work to ensure that Indigenous peoples and histories are not marginalized and
disrespected as one of the many ways to support frontline Indigenous struggles.

Here’s some more information about the fall holidays to think about, including what
you can do to bring positive change to each holiday.
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Columbus Day

Sometimes referred to as “Cruelumbus Day” by those who oppose it, Columbus Day
is a disgusting celebration of the genocide of Indigenous peoples and theft of land
that began when Columbus and his men got lost and arrived in this hemisphere in
1492. It does harm to everyone who grows up learning that he was a great hero and
“discovered America.” The holiday sends the message that it is fine to completely
whitewash history and celebrate the genocide of tens of millions of people.

Indigenous peoples in the Caribbean and elsewhere were not “discovered” by
anybody since they were already here. Nor did they need to have civilization or
spirituality brought to them, since they already had civilizations and beliefs. They
had and still have the inherent right to continue to live in their own ways on their
own lands.

Columbus’ policies on the islands where he landed, including slave labor, starvation,
sex trafficking and slaughter, resulted in the near-complete genocide of the
Indigenous peoples of Haiti, the Dominican Republic, Cuba, Puerto Rico and other
places where the Spanish invaded. (Columbus was Italian, but he invaded on behalf
of the Spanish crown.)

Altogether, Columbus shipped approximately 5,000 enslaved Indigenous people
across the Atlantic — filling his pockets and setting the stage for the Trans-Atlantic
slave trade and the enslavement of millions of Africans as well as Indigenous people.
He sold Indigenous women and girls as young as 9 and 10 into sexual slavery.

The Spaniards hunted down Taino and Arawak people with huge dogs that tore them
apart and devoured them. Babies were fed to these dogs. The men tested the
sharpness of their blades by cutting off the hands of the people.

The brutality of Columbus’s actions would reverberate through all the other
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invasions to come and the tens of millions of deaths that would follow. In fact, so
many millions of people died as a result of European colonization that it even caused
a climate change - a “little ice age.”

Celebrating Columbus erases centuries of Indigenous reality; it erases the
decimation of Taino, Arawak and many other peoples. It is an effort to silence
Indigenous peoples and make them invisible. Pretending it is acceptable to celebrate
Columbus has a terrible impact not only on Indigenous people, especially kids, but
also on non-Native people.

What you can do: The Columbus Day holiday needs to be abolished. Indigenous
Peoples’ Day is the holiday that replaces it. Work with Indigenous people where you
live to get the truth out about Indigenous history and get Indigenous Peoples’ Day
celebrated instead of Columbus Day in your community, school, organization,
workplace. Put up signs saying that the day is Indigenous Peoples’ Day. Put the day
in your union contract. We can lead and celebrate this day, making it part of
everyone’s life, even when some bigots refuse to pass legislation.

Halloween

Halloween is fun, especially beloved within LGBTQ2S communities and by kids. And
yet, every year, Halloween is also a hailstorm of cultural appropriation, with non-
Native people “dressing up as Indians,” wearing blackface, brownface and
yellowface, and so much more.

Use of Pocahottie costumes (sexually suggestive fake-Native costumes for women)
increases the view that Indigenous women exist for sexual exploitation. This is
especially sickening given the crisis of thousands of #MMIWG2S (Missing &
Murdered Indigenous, Women, Girls & Two-Spirits) in the U.S., Canada and Mexico.

If you see someone wearing a costume that smacks of cultural appropriation, you
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might talk to the person or send them this link (“Step away from the ‘Indian’
costume!”) for lots of information about what cultural appropriation is and why they
shouldn’t do it. When you see fake-Native costumes at a store, tell them you won't
shop there unless they stop selling those costumes. Our culture is not your costume!

Thanksgiving

You may be asking yourself: “Wait a minute. Can’t I even celebrate a harvest festival
without this writer complaining about something?”

Here’s the problem: Thanksgiving in the U.S. is not just a harvest festival. It is a
celebration of the landing of the Pilgrims and the English theft of Indigenous lands
and colonization of the U.S.

The myth of Thanksgiving is that the Pilgrims landed in Plymouth, Mass., the Native
people welcomed them, they had a feast together with the “Indians,” and everyone
lived happily ever after. The myth doesn’t talk about the enslavement of the
Wampanoag, Nipmuc, Massachusett and other Native peoples, the colonial wars
against them, how their lands were stolen and they were forced into concentration
camps such as Deer Island, how widespread starvation and hangings of Indigenous
people came to be.

And the myth of Thanksgiving certainly doesn’t tell you that the first official day of
thanksgiving in Massachusetts was proclaimed by Massachusetts colony Gov.
Winthrop in 1636 to celebrate the safe return of the white men who had helped to
massacre several hundred Pequot children, women and men at Mystic, Conn.

On the East Coast, you can observe the 50th annual National Day of Mourning in
Plymouth, Mass., on “thanksgiving” day, Nov. 28. On the West Coast, you can
observe “Unthanksgiving” at Alcatraz Island. You can also do something within your
own family or community to tell the truth and decolonize the holiday.
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Como Cuba enfrenta la devastacion
del huracan Ian

written by Struggle-La Lucha

October 9, 2022

El 27 de septiembre de 2022, un ciclon tropical - el huracan Ian - golpe¢ la
provincia occidental cubana de Pinar del Rio. Los vientos sostenidos de alrededor de
200 km/h permanecieron sobre Cuba durante mas de ocho horas, derribando arboles
y lineas eléctricas, y causando dafos nunca vistos antes en ciclones tropicales.
Después, el huracan permanecio sobre las calidas aguas del Golfo de México,
recuperando energia antes de golpear la isla estadounidense de Cayo Costa, en
Florida, con vientos de aproximadamente 249 km/h. La Organizacién Meteoroldgica
Mundial (OMM) lo califico como “uno de los peores huracanes que han azotado la
zona en un siglo”.

El Centro de Predicciéon Climatica de la Administracion Nacional Oceanica y
Atmosférica declard que este afio sera la “séptima temporada consecutiva de
huracanes por encima de la media”. Tanto Cuba como Florida se han enfrentado a la
furia de las aguas y los vientos y tras esto se esconde la ferocidad de la catastrofe
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climatica. “La ciencia del clima es cada vez mas capaz de demostrar que muchos de
estos fendmenos meteorologicos extremos que estamos experimentando se han
vuelto mas probables y mas intensos debido al cambio climatico inducido por el
hombre”, dijo el Secretario General de la OMM, Petteri Taalas.

Preparar y aliviar

Cuba, segun la OMM, es uno de los “lideres mundiales en términos de preparacién
para huracanes y gestion de desastres”. Esto no fue siempre asi. E1 4 de octubre de
1963 el huracan Flora golped la costa oriental de la isla. Cuando las noticias del
ciclon que se acercaba llegaron a Fidel Castro, éste ordend inmediatamente la
evacuacion de los hogares de las personas que vivian en la trayectoria proyectada
(en Haiti, el ex dictador Francgois Duvalier no llam¢ a la evacuacion, lo que provoco
la muerte de mas de 5.000 personas). Castro se apresuro a llegar a Camagtiey, y
estuvo a punto de morir en el rio Cauto cuando su vehiculo anfibio fue golpeado por
un tronco a la deriva. Dos afios mas tarde, en su obra El socialismo y el hombre en
Cuba, el Che Guevara escribié que el pueblo cubano dio muestras “excepcionales de
valor y sacrificio” al reconstruir el pais tras la devastacion causada por Flora.

En 1966, el Gobierno cubano creé el Sistema de Defensa Civil para estar preparados
ante fendmenos meteoroldgicos extremos como los huracanes, y, también, ante la
aparicion de epidemias. Utilizando la ciencia como base para su preparacion ante los
huracanes, el Gobierno cubano fue capaz de evacuar a 2 millones de personas
cuando el huracan Ivan se acercoé a la isla en 2004. Como parte de la gestion de
catastrofes, toda la poblacion cubana participa en simulacros, y las organizaciones
de masas cubanas (la Federacion de Mujeres Cubanas y los Comités de Defensa de
la Revolucidn) trabajan de forma integrada para movilizar a la poblacion para
responder a las catastrofes.

El dia anterior al paso del huracan Ian por Cuba, 50.000 personas fueron evacuadas
y llevadas a 55 refugios. No habia vehiculos privados ni transporte publico en las
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calles. Se movilizaron brigadas de trabajo para reanudar el suministro eléctrico tras
el paso de la tormenta. En Artemisa, por ejemplo, el Consejo Provincial de Defensa
se reunio para discutir cémo reaccionar ante las inevitables inundaciones. A pesar
de los esfuerzos realizados por los cubanos, tres personas murieron a causa del
huracan, y la red eléctrica sufrié dafios importantes.

Danos

Toda la isla, incluida la capital, se quedd sin electricidad durante mas de tres dias.
La red eléctrica, que ya sufria por la falta de reparaciones importantes, se colapso.
Sin energia, los cubanos tuvieron que desechar alimentos que precisaban ser
refrigerados y fue dificil garantizar cada comida, entre otras dificultades. El 1 de
octubre, menos de cinco dias después de la llegada a tierra, el 82% de los residentes
de La Habana habian recuperado la electricidad, y se seguia trabajando en la parte
occidental de la isla (el tiempo sin electricidad en Puerto Rico, que fue azotado por
el huracan Fiona el 18 de septiembre, es mayor: un cuarto de millon de personas
seguian sin electricidad mas de dos semanas después).

El impacto a largo plazo del huracan Ian atn no se ha evaluado, aunque algunos
creen que el coste de los dafios superara los mil millones de dolares. Mas de 8.500
hectareas de cultivo han sido afectadas por las inundaciones, siendo el cultivo del
platano el méas afectado. El problema mas dramatico lo tendra la industria
tabacalera cubana, ya que Pinar del Rio - donde se destruyeron 5.000 fincas - es su
nucleo (con el 65% de la produccion de tabaco del pais). Hirochi Robaina, un
tabaquero de Pinar del Rio, escribio: “Fue apocaliptico. Un verdadero desastre”.

Bloqueo

México y Venezuela se comprometieron inmediatamente a enviar materiales para
ayudar a la reconstruccion de la red eléctrica en la isla.
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Todas las miradas se dirigieron a Washington, no sélo para ver si enviaba ayuda, que
seria bienvenida, sino también para ver si retiraba a Cuba de la lista de Estados
patrocinadores del terrorismo y ponia fin a las sanciones impuestas por los Estados
Unidos. Estas medidas hacen que los bancos, tanto en los Estados Unidos como en
otros paises, se muestren reacios a procesar cualquier transaccion financiera,
incluidas las donaciones humanitarias. Los Estados Unidos tienen un historial
desigual en cuanto a la ayuda humanitaria a Cuba. Tras el huracan Michelle (2001),
el huracan Charley (2004) y el huracan Wilma (2005), EE. UU. ofreci6 ayuda, pero ni
siquiera levant6 temporalmente el bloqueo. Tras el incendio de una instalacién de
almacenamiento de petrdleo en Matanzas en agosto de 2022, los Estados Unidos
ofrecieron unirse a México y Venezuela para ayudar a los cubanos a apagar el fuego.
El viceministro de Asuntos Exteriores de Cuba, Carlos Fernandez de Cossio,
agradecio “profundamente” el gesto, pero la administracion del presidente
estadounidense, Joe Biden, no lo cumplid.

En lugar de levantar las sanciones, aunque sea por un periodo limitado, el Gobierno
de los Estados Unidos se sentd a observar como fuerzas misteriosas de Miami
desataban un torrente de mensajes de Facebook y WhatsApp para movilizar hacia la
calle a los cubanos desesperados. Washington no desaprovecha ni un momento para
intentar desestabilizar la situacion en Cuba, utilizando incluso una catastrofe natural
(una historia que se remonta a 1963, cuando la Agencia Central de Inteligencia
reflexionaba sobre cdmo aprovechar los desastres naturales para obtener beneficios
politicos). “La mayor parte de la gente no grita libertad”, nos dijo una persona que
observo una de estas protestas. “Piden poder y comida”.

Este articulo fue producido para Globetrotter.

Vijay Prashad es un historiador, editor y periodista indio. Es miembro de la
redaccion y corresponsal en jefe de Globetrotter. Es editor en jefe de LeftWord
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Books y director del Instituto Tricontinental de Investigacion Social. También es
miembro senior no-residente del Instituto Chongyang de Estudios Financieros de la
Universidad Renmin de China. Ha escrito mas de 20 libros, entre ellos The Darker
Nations y The Poorer Nations. Sus ultimos libros son Struggle Makes Us Human:
Learning from Movements for Socialism y The Withdrawal: Iraq, Libya, Afghanistan,
and the Fragility of U.S. Power (con Noam Chomsky).

Manolo De Los Santos es codirector ejecutivo del People’s Forum e investigador del
Instituto Tricontinental de Investigacion Social. Coeditd, recientemente, Viviremos:
Venezuela vs. Hybrid War (LeftWord Books/1804 Books, 2020) y Comrade of the
Revolution: Selected Speeches of Fidel Castro (LeftWord Books/1804 Books, 2021).
Es co-coordinador de la Cumbre de los Pueblos por la Democracia.

South Bronx Rally Against U.S.
Wars, Militarism & Imperialism,
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Oct. 15

written by Struggle-La Lucha
October 9, 2022
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MONEY FOR SCHOOLS,
HEALTHCARE, JOBS & HOUSING‘

NO TO NATO,

HWAR & RACISM!|

. BRONX RALLY FOR PEACE & AGAINST U.S. MILITARISM!
U.S. WARS, MILITARY PROVOCATIONS, AND SANCTIONS

CAUSED THE CURRENT ECONOMIC CRISIS.
WE DEMAND BILLIONS FOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS, PUBLIC

_  HOUSING, HEALTH CARE, JOBS, & CLIMATE NOT FOR | .

WAR!
DEFEND WORKERS RIGHT TO UNIONIZE!

SATURDAY OCTOBER 15 AT 1:00PM
FORDHAM PLAZA, BRONX

(EAST FORDHAM RD & PARK AVE,

ACROSS THE STREET FROM METRO NORTH STATION)
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2022 AT 1 PM
South Bronx Rally Against U.S. Wars, Militarism & Imperialism

Fordham Plaza (East Fordham Rd & Park Ave, across from Metro North Station)
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This demonstration is being held in coordination with United National Antiwar
Coalition (UNAC), which has called for a week of action Oct 15 - 22 to stop
Washington’s military aggression against Russia and China, and to stop the endless
wars in Iraq, Syria, Somalia, Palestine, and everywhere.

If your organization would like to endorse this action please contact us
here: https://bxantiwar.org/?page_id=102

The South Bronx is one of the poorest, most oppressed parts of the U.S. More than
40% of children in the Bronx are living in poverty. For the third year in a row, the
Bronx led the state in eviction filings. The Bronx had the highest unemployment rate
in the nation in 2020. The South Bronx has rates of asthma hospitalizations 21 times
higher than other NYC neighborhoods.

“Where’s the $50 Billion for the Bronx?”

The U.S. government has spent nearly ~$50 Billion in a proxy war waged by NATO
against Russia in Ukraine. Sanctions against Russia have backfired and caused an
economic recession and inflation crisis in the U.S. which is devastating the South
Bronx.

We the workers of the South Bronx demand an end to the apparent unlimited funds
devoted to war, death and destruction caused by U.S. sanctions and military, and
demand that Billions be spent on addressing the dire economic and social need for
housing, jobs, schools, clean air and water.

We’re also calling on the so-called “most progressive” and most diverse NYC city
council to restore the $469 Million in budgets cuts to the City’s Department of
Education Budget. At a time of severe learning loss resulting from system
underfunding and privatization of schools, and exacerbated by the pandemic, the
City is choosing to fund more cops instead of funding education for our youth.

The workers of the Bronx and NYC must organize and defend the right to unionize.
When we support unionization efforts for Amazon, Starbucks, and all workers, we
also support the fight against racism, colonialism, and imperialism. The strike is a
weapon workers possess that can cripple and destroy the billionaire class’s
economic and political power. When workers unionize, workers strike. Strikes can
stop the flow of capital and shut down the economy. Unions are what global
oligarchs like Jeff Bezos and Howard Schultz fear most because strikes can bring the
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ruling class to its knees.
No to NATO, war and racism! Invest in our youth and communities NOW! Defend
workers right to unionize! Build worker power!

Boston March for MA Statewide
Indigenous Peoples Day, Oct. 8

written by Struggle-La Lucha
October 9, 2022
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MA STATEWIDE
INDIGENOUS.
PEGPLES DAY

' NOW

Saturday, October 8, 2022
Gathering at 22:00pm EDT
Park St. Station
*» Boston, MA &'

IndigenousPeoplesDayMA.org
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October 8 AT 12 PM
Boston March for MA Statewide Indigenous Peoples Day
Park St Station Boston

Indigenous Peoples Day MA is a coalition of organizations and individuals who work
to get Indigenous Peoples Day legislation passed in Massachusetts and to implement
celebrations.

Indigenous Peoples Day recognizes and celebrates the heritage of Native Americans
and the history of their Nations. Honoring Columbus Day celebrates a legacy of
genocide and perpetuates ongoing racism and neocolonialism towards Indigenous
peoples. Columbus did not discover the Americas; you can’t “discover” lands that are
already inhabited. The historical record needs to be set straight in order to respect
the culture, language and traditional lifestyles of the Indigenous ancestors who
existed long before Columbus’ voyage.

Many American cities and states have already legally abolished Columbus Day and
recognized Indigenous Peoples Day in its place. Enacting an officially recognized
Indigenous Peoples Day would shed light on the disproportionately higher rates of
poverty, unemployment, and incarceration experienced by Native Americans, as well
as the lack of sufficient federal funding for education and health care on
reservations. The various cultures and histories of Indigenous people within the
United States are often reduced to harmful stereotypes, offensive mascots, or virtual
erasure. A national holiday can be an opportunity for both education and
celebration.

Massachusetts has long considered itself a beacon of progress for the United States
as a whole, and needs to stop clinging to the concept of Columbus as a hero. For
Massachusetts to become a truly progressive, inclusive, diverse and equitable state,
Columbus Day needs to be abolished and replaced by Indigenous Peoples Day.
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