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Photo taken on April 25, 2021, shows the Grand Bazaar in Urumgqi, capital of
Northwest China’s Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region. Photo: CFP

The following statement has been initiated by Friends of Socialist China.
Organizations wishing to add their signatures to this statement should contact us at
info@socialistchina.org

We strongly condemn the publication by the Office of the High Commissioner for
Human Rights (OHCHR) of its Assessment of human rights concerns in the Xinjiang
Uyghur Autonomous Region, People’s Republic of China. In the words of former
OHCHR lawyer and human rights expert Alfred de Zayas, this document “should be
discarded as propagandistic, biased, and methodologically flawed.”

Based on substandard research methods and biased sources, the Assessment is
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completely lacking in credibility. It treats arms of the military-industrial complex
such as the Australian Strategic Policy Institute (ASPI), along with professional anti-
communists such as Adrian Zenz, as legitimate sources. Meanwhile the voices of
Chinese NGOs, academics and individuals are suppressed, as are the numerous
reports of diplomatic trips to Xinjiang - including by representatives of Muslim-
majority countries - that have taken place in recent years.

The Assessment pointedly ignores China’s extraordinary progress in promoting the
human rights of all ethnic groups in Xinjiang: in relation to poverty alleviation, social
welfare, economic development, safety from terrorist attacks, and more. Instead, the
document uses deliberately ambiguous language - that China’s actions “may”
constitute crimes against humanity - in order to slander the People’s Republic of
China whilst maintaining some plausible deniability.

It is highly suspicious that the Assessment makes no mention of then-UN Human
Rights Commissioner Michelle Bachelet’s visit to Xinjiang in May 2022. Having
visited a prison and spoken to former trainees at a vocational education and training
center; having interacted with civil society organizations, academics, and community
and religious leaders; Bachelet found no evidence of crimes against humanity. The
numerous conversations she had do not form part of the data set for the Assessment.

What is the reason for the disparity between the OHCHR report and Bachelet’s end-
of-mission statement? It is painfully obvious that the OHCHR has come under
intense pressure from the US to bolster the credibility of the lurid slanders that have
been thrown at China by Western politicians and journalists. Such propaganda forms
part of the West’s imperial agenda of undermining China.

The OHCHR Assessment does a profound disservice to the cause of strengthening
global human rights cooperation. The report does not enjoy a mandate from the
General Assembly or the Human Rights Council, and it runs counter to the wishes
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and interests of the mainstream of the international community. A joint statement
delivered by Cuba at the 50th session of the Human Rights Council in June this year
stated its firm opposition to the “politicization of human rights and double
standards, or interference in China’s internal affairs under the pretext of human
rights”. This statement was signed by 69 countries, the overwhelming majority from
the Global South.

Given the OHCHR's relative silence in relation to persistent human rights abuses by
the imperialist powers, it is impossible to avoid the conclusion that the Assessment
is politically-motived, produced under pressure from the US, and designed to
contribute to a dangerous, escalating New Cold War.

We call on the OHCHR to withdraw its Assessment, and we stand in solidarity with
the people of China, subjected to abhorrent and baseless accusations.

Initial signatories (organizations)

= ANSWER Coalition

= Canadian Peace Congress

» Communist Party of Australia

= Communist Party of Bangladesh (Marxist-Leninist)
= Communist Party of Britain

» Communist Party of Great Britain (Marxist-Leninist)
= Communist Workers League

= Freedom Road Socialist Organization
= Geopolitical Economy Research Group

= Ghana China Friendship Association

» Goldsmiths Anti-Imperialist Society

= Hamilton Coalition to Stop the War
= Institute for Independence Studies
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https://www.answercoalition.org/
https://www.canadianpeacecongress.ca/
https://cpa.org.au/
https://www.communistparty.org.uk/
https://thecommunists.org/
https://fighting-words.net/
https://frso.org/
https://geopoliticaleconomy.org/
https://www.goldsmithssu.org/activities/list/group/7885/
https://hamiltoncoalitiontostopthewar.ca/
https://independence-studies.org/

= Instituto Simoén Bolivar

= International Action Center

= International Manifesto Group
= La Citta Futura

= Multipolarista

» Network in Defense of Humanity (Quebec chapter)
= New Cold War

= New Communist Party (Britain

= Partido Comunista do Brasil

= Party of Communists USA

= Party for Socialism and Liberation

= Peace, Land, and Bread

= Popular Resistance

= Red Fightback

= Qiao Collective

= Socialist Unity Party

= South African Communist Party

= South African Peace Initiative

= The Canada Files

» Veterans for Peace - China Working Group
= Workers and Peasants Party Pakistan

» Workers World Party

» Young Communist League (Boston)

Initial signatories (individuals)

» Kojo Amoo Gottfried (former Ambassador of Ghana to the People’s Republic
of China)
= Roland Boer (Professor, Dalian University of Technology)
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https://www.isb.ve/
https://iacenter.org/
https://internationalmanifesto.org/
https://www.lacittafutura.it/
https://multipolarista.com/
https://indefenseofhumanity.org/
https://newcoldwar.org/
http://www.newworker.org/
https://pcdob.org.br/
https://partyofcommunistsusa.net/
https://www.liberationnews.org/
https://www.peacelandbread.com/
https://popularresistance.org/
https://redfightback.org/
https://www.qiaocollective.com/
https://struggle-la-lucha.org/
https://www.sacp.org.za/
https://www.wpc-in.org/members/south-african-peace-initiative
https://www.thecanadafiles.com/
https://www.veteransforpeace.org/our-work/working-groups/china-working-group
https://pmkp.pk/
https://www.workers.org/
https://bostonycl.carrd.co/

» Ben Chacko (Editor, Morning Star)

= Michael Dunford (Emeritus Professor, University of Sussex)

= John Foster (Emeritus Professor, University of the West of Scotland)

» Robert Griffiths (General Secretary, Communist Party of Britain)

= Kenneth Hammond (Professor, New Mexico State University)

» Dee Knight (DSA International Committee member)

» Doug Nicholls (General Secretary, General Federation of Trade Unions)
= Dirk Nimmegeers (Editor, ChinaSquare.be)

= Ben Norton (Editor, Multipolarista)
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https://morningstaronline.co.uk/
https://www.communistparty.org.uk/
https://gftu.org.uk/
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