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Entendiendo la guerra en Ucrania
written by Struggle - La Lucha
March 10, 2022

Los líderes de Bielorrusia, Rusia, Alemania, Francia y Ucrania en la cumbre del 11 y
12 de febrero de 2015 en Minsk (Bielorrusia). La guerra en la región de Donbás que
comenzó en 2014 dio lugar a los dos acuerdos de Minsk.

La guerra entre Rusia y Ucrania comenzó mucho antes del 24 de febrero de 2022,
fecha prevista por el Gobierno ucraniano, la OTAN y los Estados Unidos para el
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comienzo de la invasión rusa de Ucrania. Según Dmitry Kovalevich, periodista y
miembro de una organización comunista ahora prohibida en Ucrania,  la  guerra
comenzó en realidad en la primavera de 2014 y no ha cesado desde entonces.

Desde el sur de Kyiv/Kiev, Ucrania, Dmitry me escribe y cuenta una anécdota: “¿Qué
hay en el frente?”, pregunta una persona. “¡Nuestras tropas están ganando, como
siempre!” responden. “¿Quiénes son nuestras tropas?”, pregunta la primera persona
y se le responde: “Pronto lo veremos…”. En una guerra todo se disputa, incluso el
nombre de  la  capital  de  Ucrania  (Kyiv  en  ucraniano y  Kiev  en  ruso,  según el
debate en internet).

La cobertura de guerra es una de las asignaciones más difíciles para un periodista.
En estos días, especialmente, con el torrente de redes sociales y la beligerancia de
los canales de televisión de noticias, los temas sobre terreno son difíciles de aclarar.
Los hechos básicos sobre los acontecimientos que tienen lugar durante una guerra
son difíciles de establecer, por no hablar de asegurar la correcta interpretación de
estos  hechos.  Los  vídeos  de  aparentes  atrocidades  de  guerra  que  pueden
encontrarse en plataformas de redes sociales  como YouTube son imposibles  de
verificar. A menudo, queda claro que gran parte del contenido relacionado con la
guerra  que puede encontrarse  en estas  plataformas ha sido  mal  identificado o
procede de otros conflictos. Incluso la BBC, que ha adoptado una posición muy
fuerte  a  favor  de  Ucrania  y  la  OTAN en  este  conflicto,  tuvo  que  publicar  un
artículo  sobre  la  falsedad  de  muchas  de  las  afirmaciones  virales  sobre  las
atrocidades  rusas.  Entre  estas  afirmaciones  falsas,  que  han  tenido  una  amplia
difusión, se encuentra un vídeo que circula en TikTok y que enuncia, erróneamente
mostrar una “niña ucraniana enfrentando a un soldado ruso”, pero que se trata en
realidad de un vídeo de la niña palestina Ahed Tamimi – de 11 años en ese momento
(2012) – enfrentando a un soldado israelí. El vídeo sigue circulando en TikTok con el
título “Pequeñas [niñas] se enfrentan a soldados rusos”.
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Mientras tanto, disputando el 24 de febrero como la fecha del inicio de la guerra
ruso-ucraniana, Kovalevich me dice: “La guerra en Ucrania no comenzó en febrero
de 2022. Comenzó en la primavera de 2014 en Dombás y no ha parado durante estos
ocho años”. Kovalevich es miembro de Borotba (Lucha), una organización comunista
de Ucrania. Borotba, al igual que otras organizaciones comunistas y marxistas, fue
prohibida en 2015 por el Gobierno anterior – respaldado por Estados Unidos – de
Petro Poroshenko (como parte de este proceso represivo, los servicios de seguridad
ucranianos  arrestaron,  este  6  de  marzo,  a  dos  líderes  juveniles  comunistas:
Aleksandr Kononovich y Mijaíl Kononovich).

“La  mayor  parte  de  nuestros  compañeros  tuvieron  que  emigrar  a  Donetsk  y
Luhansk”, me dice Kovalevich. Se trata de las dos provincias orientales de mayoría
rusoparlante que se separaron del “control del Gobierno ucraniano en 2014” y que
habían estado bajo el control de grupos respaldados por Rusia. Sin embargo, en
febrero,  antes  de  la  invasión  rusa  de  Ucrania,  el  presidente  Vladimir  Putin
reconoció  a  estas  “dos  regiones  escindidas  del  este  de  Ucrania  como
independientes”,  haciendo  de  este  polémico  movimiento  el  trampolín  para  la
invasión militar final de Rusia. Ahora, dice Kovalevich, sus compañeros “esperan
volver del exilio y trabajar legalmente”. Esta expectativa se basa en la suposición de
que el Gobierno ucraniano se verá obligado a deshacerse del sistema existente, que
incluye agentes vigilantes y paramilitares de la derecha antirrusa, entrenados y
financiados por Occidente en el país, y tendrá que revertir muchas de las leyes
antiliberales y antiminoritarias (incluidas las antirrusas) de la era Poroshenko.

“Me siento nervioso”

“Me siento  bastante  nervioso”,  me dice  Kovalevich.  “[Esta  guerra]  parece  muy
sombría y no tanto por los rusos como por nuestras bandas armadas [ucranianas]
que  están  saqueando  y  robando  [el  país]”.  Cuando  los  rusos  intervinieron,  el
presidente ucraniano Volodymyr Zelenskyy repartió armas a cualquier ciudadano o
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ciudadana que quisiera  defender  el  país.  Kovalevich,  que  vive  en  el  centro  de
Ucrania, justo al sur de la capital, dice: “Mi zona no se vio afectada por las acciones
militares, sólo por el terror de las bandas nacionalistas [de derechas]”.

Durante los primeros días de la intervención militar rusa, Kovalevich acogió a una
familia  romaní  que  había  huido  de  la  zona  de  guerra.  “Mi  familia  tenía  una
habitación libre”, me dice Kovalevich. Las organizaciones romaníes afirman que hay
unos 400.000 romaníes en Ucrania, la mayor parte de los cuales viven en la parte
occidental del país, en el óblast de Zakarpatska (fronterizo con Hungría, Polonia,
Rumanía y Eslovaquia). “Los romaníes de nuestro país son agredidos regularmente
por los nacionalistas [de derechas]”, afirma Kovalevich. “Los nacionalistas solían
atacarlos [a los romaníes] públicamente, quemando sus campamentos, llamándolos
‘basura de limpieza’. La policía no reaccionaba, ya que nuestras bandas de extrema
derecha siempre trabajan en cooperación con la  policía  o  con los  servicios  de
seguridad”. Esta familia romaní, que estaba siendo acogida por Kovalevich y su
familia,  se  dirige  hacia  el  oeste  de  Ucrania,  donde  vive  la  mayor  parte  de  la
población romaní ucraniana. “Pero es muy inseguro moverse”, me dice Kovalevich.
“Hay nacionalistas [que vigilan] los puestos de control [a lo largo de] todas las
carreteras  [de  Ucrania,  y]  pueden  disparar  [a  cualquiera]  que  les  parezca
sospechoso  o  simplemente  robar  a  los  refugiados”.

Acuerdos de Minsk

La guerra en la región de Dombás – que comenzó en 2014 – dio lugar a la firma de
dos acuerdos en Bielorrusia (2014 y 2015) conocidos como los acuerdos de Minsk en
honor a la capital de este país. Estos acuerdos tenían como objetivo “[poner] fin a la
guerra separatista de los rusos en el este de Ucrania”. El segundo de estos acuerdos
fue firmado por dos personalidades políticas de Ucrania (Leonid Kuchma, presidente
de Ucrania de 1994 a 2005) y de Rusia (Mijaíl Zurabov, embajador de la Federación
Rusa  en  Ucrania,  2009-2016),  respectivamente,  y  fue  supervisado  por  una
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diplomática  suiza  (Heidi  Tagliavini,  que  presidió  la  Misión  Internacional
Independiente de Investigación del Conflicto en Georgia, 2008-2009). Este acuerdo
de Minsk II fue refrendado por la resolución 2022 del Consejo de Seguridad de la
ONU el 17 de febrero de 2015. Si los acuerdos de Minsk se hubieran cumplido,
Rusia y Ucrania habrían conseguido un acuerdo aceptable en Dombás.

“Dos Gobiernos ucranianos firmaron los acuerdos de Minsk”, me dice Kovalevich,
“pero no los cumplieron. Recientemente los funcionarios de Zelenskyy se burlaron
abiertamente del acuerdo, diciendo que no lo cumplirían (alentados por Estados
Unidos y el Reino Unido, por supuesto). Eso fue una absoluta violación de todas las
normas:  no  se  pueden firmar  [los  acuerdos]  y  luego negarse  a  cumplirlos”.  El
lenguaje de los acuerdos de Minsk era,  como dice Kovalevich,  “suficientemente
liberal para el Gobierno”. Las dos repúblicas de Donetsk y Luhansk habrían seguido
siendo parte de Ucrania y se les habría concedido cierta autonomía cultural (esto
estaba en la nota al pie realizada el 12 de febrero de 2015 para el artículo 11 del
Acuerdo  de  Minsk  II).  “Esto  era  inaceptable  para  nuestros  nacionalistas  y
[nacionalistas de derecha]”, me dice Kovalevich. Les “gustaría organizar purgas y
venganzas allí [en Donetsk y Luhansk]”. Antes de la intervención militar rusa, el Alto
Comisionado de las Naciones Unidas para los Derechos Humanos constató que más
de 14.000 personas habían muerto en el conflicto en Donetsk y Luhansk a pesar de
los acuerdos de Minsk. Es esta violencia la que provoca que Kovalevich haga sus
comentarios  sobre  la  violencia  de  los  ultranacionalistas  y  los  paramilitares  de
derechas.  “Las  autoridades  elegidas  son  una  tapadera  que  enmascara  a  los
verdaderos gobernantes de Ucrania”, afirma Kovalevich. El presidente ucraniano
Zelenskyy y sus aliados en el parlamento no dirigen el proceso de gobierno en su
país, sino que tienen “una agenda impuesta por los grupos armados de extrema
derecha”.

¿Paz?
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En la frontera entre Ucrania y Bielorrusia se están llevando a cabo negociaciones
entre rusos y ucranianos. Sin embargo, Kovalevich no es optimista respecto a un
resultado positivo de estas negociaciones. Las decisiones, dice, no las toma sólo el
presidente ucraniano, sino los grupos armados ultranacionalistas de derecha y los
países  de  la  OTAN.  Mientras  Kovalevich  y  yo  hablábamos,  el  Washington
Post  publicaba  un  informe  sobre  “Planes  para  una  insurgencia  respaldada  por
Estados Unidos en Ucrania”;  la  ex  secretaria  de Estado estadounidense Hillary
Clinton  insinuaba  una  guerra  de  guerrillas  al  estilo  de  Afganistán  en  Ucrania,
diciendo: “Tenemos que seguir apretando las tuercas”. “Esto revela que [Estados
Unidos] no se preocupa realmente por los ucranianos”, dice Kovalevich. “Quieren
utilizar esto como una oportunidad para causar algo de dolor a los rusos”.

Estos comentarios de Clinton y otros sugieren a Kovalevich que Estados Unidos
quiere “organizar el caos entre Rusia y los europeos”. La paz en Ucrania, dice, “es
una cuestión de reconciliación entre la OTAN y las nuevas potencias mundiales,
Rusia  y  China”.  Hasta  que  esa  reconciliación  sea  posible,  y  hasta  que  Europa
desarrolle una política exterior racional, “nos veremos afectados por las guerras”,
dice Kovalevich.

Este artículo fue producido para Globetrotter.

Vijay  Prashad  es  un  historiador,  editor  y  periodista  indio.  Es  miembro  de  la
redacción y corresponsal en jefe de Globetrotter. Es editor en jefe de LeftWord
Books y director del Instituto Tricontinental de Investigación Social. También es
miembro senior no-residente del Instituto Chongyang de Estudios Financieros de la
Universidad Renmin de China. Ha escrito más de 20 libros, entre ellos The Darker
Nations y  The Poorer  Nations.  Su último libro es  Washington Bullets,  con una
introducción de Evo Morales Ayma.
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Stop the landlord attack!
written by Struggle - La Lucha
March 10, 2022
Rents are going through the roof while a tidal wave of evictions has begun. Average
rents increased by 14% last year across the United States.

Rents went up in Austin, Texas, by 40%, while in New York City and Newark, New
Jersey, they rose by 35%. Rents jumped by 28% in Dallas, 26% in Phoenix, 25% in
Las Vegas and 24% in Cincinnati. 

Neither  broken  supply  chains  nor  rising  wages  –  which  were  canceled  by
skyrocketing prices – can be blamed for this rent-gouging. Pure capitalist greed is
the cause. Even the idiots at Fox News can’t claim the People’s Republic of China or
Russian Federation President Vladimir Putin are responsible. 

In New York City during 2017, five out of twelve families devoted more than 30% of
their budgets to rent. A quarter of families had to pay their landlords more than half
of their income. That’s like the tribute that feudal serfs had to fork over.

Now it’s even worse and the result is increased homelessness. Most visible are

https://www.struggle-la-lucha.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/strugglelalucha256.png
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https://www.redfin.com/news/redfin-rental-report-december-2021/
https://wherewelive.cityofnewyork.us/explore-data/housing-conditions/#:~:text=The%20Rent%20Burden%20by%20Race,pre%2Dtax%20income%20on%20rent
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hundreds  of  thousands  of  human  beings  forced  to  live  on  the  streets  of  the
wealthiest country on earth.

Much more numerous  are  the  millions  of  families  who have to  double-up with
relatives. Back in 2010, the Census Bureau estimated there were 4.3 million families
living in these conditions.

This overcrowding is a big reason why Black, Indigenous and Latinx people were two
and three times as likely to have died from COVID-19 as whites.

While rents are rocketing, so are house prices. Banksters are committing wholesale
robbery by raising interest  rates  on mortgages.  Between 2007 and 2016 these
criminals foreclosed on 7.8 million homes. 

The investment bank BlackRock wants to get in the action by gobbling up homes.
This outfit has $10 trillion in assets under its control to play around with. That’s
more money than the economies of every country except the United States and
China.

Fighting back against evictions

Landlords want to start mass evictions. Many Democrats, like New York Gov. Kathy
Hochul, joined with Republicans to end the bans on throwing families out of their
homes.

These measures were enacted in 2020 at the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Congress and state legislatures only did so because they were afraid of what 20
million suddenly jobless people might do. It was millions of people who marched
demanding “Black Lives Matter” that kept these bans in place.

Congress was also forced to spend billions in rental  assistance.  But millions of
tenants never saw any money.

https://www.marketwatch.com/story/a-decade-after-the-housing-crisis-foreclosures-still-haunt-homeowners-2018-09-27
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In California’s Santa Clara County – home to San Jose and Silicon Valley billionaires
– just 34% of households that applied for help got it. The headquarters of Apple,
Alphabet (Google) and Meta (Facebook) are located there. These outfits have a total
stock market value of  $5.1 trillion,  yet 244,000 of  the county’s children live in
families who can’t afford basic needs.

Most housing courts operate as eviction mills for landlords and banks. Issa Smith
was evicted over a disputed lease with her landlord in Kalamazoo, Michigan. 

She now lives with her two children in a motel room that doesn’t even have a
refrigerator. The $1,800 a month that Issa Smith has to pay for the tiny place eats
up almost all of her disability assistance benefits.

In most places tenants don’t even have the right to a lawyer like criminal defendants
do. Families can be evicted for almost any reason, with landlords trying to steal the
security deposit.

In New York City, the Right to Counsel Coalition won the right for tenants to have
legal representation in 2017. Baltimore and San Francisco have also passed similar
laws.

Tenant and community groups also want the New York state legislature to pass the
“Good Cause Eviction” bill. Families shouldn’t be evicted just because the landlord
doesn’t like them. This law will give basic protections like a union contract does.

Direct  action  is  more  effective.  The  Crown  Heights  Tenants  Union  and  other
organizations stopped the Robinson family home from being stolen. For 18 days in
February,  activists  stood  guard  at  964  Park  Place  in  the  Crown  Heights
neighborhood  of  Brooklyn.

The Robinsons were the first Black family on the block. They were victims of an
attempted “foreclosure rescue scam” in which they unknowingly signed away the

https://sanjosespotlight.com/silicon-valley-state-california-renters-struggling-to-get-relief-evictions-tenants/
https://www.businessinsider.com/meta-no-longer-one-of-the-worlds-top-10-most-valuable-companies-2022-2
https://www.businessinsider.com/meta-no-longer-one-of-the-worlds-top-10-most-valuable-companies-2022-2
https://www.mlive.com/news/kalamazoo/2022/03/family-of-3-living-in-cramped-motel-room-after-being-evicted-in-kalamazoo.html
https://www.mlive.com/news/kalamazoo/2022/03/family-of-3-living-in-cramped-motel-room-after-being-evicted-in-kalamazoo.html
https://www.righttocounselnyc.org/
https://shelterforce.org/2021/07/16/right-to-counsel-movement-gains-traction/
https://bkreader.com/2022/02/28/crown-heights-family-wins-crucial-victory-in-battle-for-home-grandpa-bought-in-1951/
https://bkreader.com/2022/02/28/crown-heights-family-wins-crucial-victory-in-battle-for-home-grandpa-bought-in-1951/
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title to their home. 

The  victory  in  Brooklyn  must  be  repeated  across  the  country.  Evictions  and
foreclosures must be stopped. Housing is a human right!

Why  North  Korea  resists  U.S.
threats with military readiness
written by Struggle - La Lucha
March 10, 2022
Among the statements from numerous countries and left organizations around the
world that condemn the U.S. manipulations that cornered Russia into carrying out
military  action  in  Ukraine  is  one from the  Foreign Ministry  of  the  Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) or socialist North Korea. 

The statement referred to the way that the U.S. empire employs every means from
manipulation of proxies to direct military assault as it chases profits and leaves a
path of destruction from one side of the globe to the other.

https://www.struggle-la-lucha.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/strugglelalucha256.png
https://www.struggle-la-lucha.org/2022/03/10/why-north-korea-resists-u-s-threats-with-military-readiness/
https://www.struggle-la-lucha.org/2022/03/10/why-north-korea-resists-u-s-threats-with-military-readiness/
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“The root cause of the Ukraine crisis totally lies in the hegemonic policy of the U.S.
and the West,” North Korea’s news agency KCNA reported. The statement goes on
to say, “The Iraqi war, the Afghan War and other ‘color revolutions’ which brought
tragedy to the 21st century clearly substantiate the fact that the U.S. and the West
would seek their policies of hegemony by fair means or foul.”

Although  the  hypocritical  outcry  over  Russia’s  intervention  in  Ukraine  has
disoriented many in the anti-imperialist and left movements, North Korean leaders
understand full-well that military readiness is the only guarantee of survival against
imperialism. 

Based on their  own history,  having survived the  brutality  and experienced the
treachery  of  U.S.  imperialism,  they know that  the blame for  the current  crisis
belongs at the doorstep of the White House.

In the 1950-1953 war that left the Korean peninsula divided in half, North Korea
endured one of the most brutal military assaults of the 20th century. Millions of
North Korean people lost their lives. Pyongyang and other cities were leveled by
U.S. bombers. Civilians were trapped in buildings set ablaze by the U.S. military. 

It was a great military feat that North Korea and its allies not only withstood the
assault but drove the imperialists back to the U.S.-imposed division at the 38th
parallel.

Since 1953, the U.S. has refused to sign a peace treaty with North Korea, and has
maintained bases, tens of thousands of troops and at times nuclear weapons in
South Korea. U.S. Navy warships patrol the waters nearby and nuclear-capable B-52
bombers are stationed in Guam. 

Still, the DPRK leadership has refused to give up its policy of prioritizing military
preparedness, called “Songun,” which translates to “military first.”
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Origins of Songun policy

On Feb. 8, North Korea celebrated Army Day, marking the foundation of the Korean
People’s Army in 1948. There is also a second holiday, Military Foundation Day on
April 25, that commemorates the day in 1932 when a brilliant Korean anti-Japanese
resistance leader named Kim Il Sung founded its predecessor, the Korean People’s
Revolutionary Army.

Songun  is  rooted  in  that  1910  to  1945  period  when  Koreans  fought  Japanese
imperialism to gain self-determination. Kim Il Sung’s family were activists in the
struggle and had to flee to Manchuria to escape heavy repression when he was a
child. 

Kim joined and fought alongside guerrillas associated with Chinese revolutionary
leader Mao Zedong. His brilliance came to the attention of the Soviet leadership.
Soon he became a major in the Soviet  Red Army and led a division consisting
entirely  of  Korean  resistance  fighters  that  was  simply  called  “Kim  Il  Sung’s
Division.” Kim’s troops and the Red Army chased Japan down to the 38th parallel.

The U.S. had posed as Korea’s liberator. But it was apparent by the close of World
War II that the U.S. was the new imperialist colonizer. Washington held the southern
half of the Korean peninsula hostage.

In the five years preceding the Korean War, U.S. imperialism brutalized the people’s
movement of the south, murdering hundreds of thousands, arming a brutal new
regime and readying itself for the attack on the north. 

After the north’s astonishing victory, the people of the DPRK rebuilt their cities and
industry. With strong friendships with the USSR, China, the socialist countries of
Eastern Europe and later Cuba and Vietnam, North Korea thrived for decades.

But the horrible economic sanctions imposed by the U.S. began to take their toll,
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and after the downfall of the USSR, the U.S. ruling class was confident that North
Korea would collapse. 

Bill Clinton’s nuclear extortion

Unable to obtain fuel for industry and home heating after the loss of its Soviet
trading partner, North Korea turned to improving its nuclear energy capabilities.
The U.S.  demanded the  DPRK stop processing plutonium,  claiming that  it  was
stockpiling weapons-grade plutonium from the nuclear energy by-product. 

In response,  the north,  desperate to end the punishing sanctions,  announced it
would  withdraw from the  Nuclear  Non-Proliferation  Agreement  unless  the  U.S.
ended the sanctions and stopped its war threats. The U.S. media banged the war
drums louder, much the same way they have whipped up sentiment against Russia
today.

The crisis very nearly led to a second war. President Bill  Clinton’s cabinet was
already gathered in the White House war room with the generals, when another
faction of the U.S. ruling class – led by those around former President Jimmy Carter
– negotiated a deal that they thought would bring about North Korea’s collapse
without a costly war. 

With the cooperation of other imperialist countries, the U.S. offered to construct two
lightwater nuclear energy reactors and send shipments of fuel oil to help North
Korea get through the harsh winters until the reactors were completed. Washington
also offered to incrementally dial back the punishing economic sanctions. 

Fuel for the new reactors would have to be provided by countries that were already
nuclear  powers.  In  return,  the  DPRK would  remain  part  of  the  Nuclear  Non-
Proliferation Treaty and stop processing nuclear fuel of its own.

The Clinton administration retreated from its war plans – not because it hoped to
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resolve the crisis peacefully, but because the deal that Carter’s people negotiated
was a ruse. The U.S. and other imperialist countries involved did not intend to live
up to the obligations of the agreement. Their intention was to bide their time until
the DPRK collapsed. 

The construction of the two reactors went nowhere for years. The heating oil was
never delivered on the promised schedule. Sanctions remained intact. 

Finally, after eight years of delay, the “Agreed Framework” collapsed. It was only
after this betrayal that North Korea unequivocally developed its nuclear defense
program.

The imperialist treachery of today looks familiar to Kim Jong Un and the rest of
North Korea’s  leadership.  The DPRK’s statement on the Russia-Ukraine conflict
shows that they recognize the machinations that began with the fascist coup in
Ukraine in 2014, and that it was the U.S. that greenlit the new Ukrainian attack on
the people of Donbass, forcing Russia to intervene.

https://www.struggle-la-lucha.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/strugglelalucha256.png
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The  hypocrisy  of  a  leftist  “No  to
War” that comes too late
written by Struggle - La Lucha
March 10, 2022

“Now, the people of Donbass will be able to leave their shelters and play in a park
with their children, without fear of blowing themselves up, for the first time in 8
years.”

I am writing this trying to contain the rage and indignation I feel at the reactions of
the Western left and society in general about the Russian counter-attack against
Ukraine.

The truth is that I do not expect much from this. I have more than enough proof that
there is no one more blind than the one who does not want to see, and that no
matter  how  much  you  repeat  a  thousand  times  that  the  TV  manipulates,  you
continue dancing to the rhythm that the western mass media set for you.

Yesterday I saw the social networks full of NO TO WAR posters which have been
cleaned of the almost 20 years of cobwebs since the war in Iraq.

I could say that those same posters have been forgotten at the bottom of the drawer
of infamy, while Israel massacred Palestine. While the U.S. ravaged Afghanistan, or
Libya, in massive bombings that resulted in the deaths of more than 150,000 people,
including thousands of children. Deaths which the US has refused to investigate. But
to say all this, it would be too easy. I could say that when the media told you again,
that as with Libya you had to intervene in Syria,  you kept quiet  while the US
attacked a sovereign country and plundered its oil reserves.

https://www.struggle-la-lucha.org/2022/03/10/the-hypocrisy-of-a-leftist-no-to-war-that-comes-too-late/
https://www.struggle-la-lucha.org/2022/03/10/the-hypocrisy-of-a-leftist-no-to-war-that-comes-too-late/
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I could also say that so far in February 2022, there have been deaths in Palestine, in
Damascus by Israeli bombing, as well as in Yemen and Somalia. And your little
posters were still forgotten.

I could also say that Western policies have caused a continuing genocide in the
Mediterranean waters, but 4 assholes would accuse me of demagoguery. It is clear
that there are deaths that matter, and others that do not.

As Malcolm X used to say, be careful with the media, otherwise you will end up
defending the oppressors.

But I want to focus on the war that broke out in Ukraine in 2014, to which, your
vapid posters are 8 years too late. Everyone can become absent-minded, we can all
make  mistakes,  but  it  is  also  possible  that  there  is  something  more  perverse
depending on the “oversights”.

To  have  memory  is  something  very  important,  especially  in  a  society  that
manufactures throwaway conflicts for which most people only react by placing a
fashionable avatar in their profile picture, which days later with the appearance of
any tabloid article, news about soccer or any other bullshit expires in infertile soil.

First of all it is necessary to understand that a war nowadays does not appear out of
nowhere and that many of us understand that the global war started a long time ago.
Another thing is that the media we feed on, decide what the weather is, or what
conflicts exist or do not exist, but there are many corners of the world that have
been at war for years and are invisible because the economic interests behind it
favor the western alliance USA-NATO.

For years NATO-USA has been breaking its commitment and building military bases
establishing its troops along the Russian border, with the intention of weakening and
besieging the Eurasian countries that could compete with the dollar and the euro.
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It is as easy as looking up on a map the NATO bases around the world and you will
see how the military moves of harassment have been ongoing for years.

The Ukrainian War is  just  one more chapter in a much longer series and it  is
essential to keep this in mind when analyzing the events of the last few days.

First of all, and to warn the rats that may appear, I will say that Putin disgusts me,
and that Russia is not the USSR and its policies have nothing to do with its Soviet
past, but I refuse to put the focus on Russia, because I consider that it is putting the
balance axis in the wrong place which can only lead to manipulated positions.

I am going to focus on my beloved people of Donbass.

When in 2013 the Maidan movement emerged as a supposed social response to
political corruption, the workers and miners of the Donbass viewed it with sympathy,
despite the fact that they were involved in a coal strike, of cities long abandoned by
the administrations, which was far away from the life of the capital.

From here we also saw the images of the mass demonstrations in Kiev and how they
clashed violently with the police.

Up to that point everything was going well. The red-black flags gave a nice touch for
a  society  of  spectacle  like  ours  to  applaud  the  symbols  and  support  these
movements.

Things started to go awry when the demonstrators attacking the police were in
paramilitary uniforms and Nazi symbols began to appear on their shields. Something
was beginning to smell. The red-and-black flag turned out to be the symbol of the
Ukrainian insurgent  army of  Nazi  Stepan Bandera,  who allied himself  with the
German Nazis in World War II, carrying out massacres of his fellow Ukrainian Jews
that shocked the Germans themselves.
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It is curious to see how if someone throws a stone at the police in Euskadi, Catalonia
or Madrid, they are little less than a terrorist, and when someone burns a policeman
alive in Venezuela or Ukraine, they are an activist for freedom.

The fact is that the events that followed were known to all. President Yanukovych
(just another corrupt man, like any other) left Ukraine and the coup d’état put in
place a recognized fascist like Poroshenko. The Nazis took to the streets. Gradually
it would be discovered that such protests were supported by briefcases of American
dollars that were pumped into raising this monster of war.

The violence since then has been savage and daily. The first thing they did was to go
to communist and anti-fascist headquarters and smash them. Armed Nazi groups
came to all the assemblies, and said, either join us or we will kill you. Many fled and
moved away, other so-called comrades joined the Nazi ranks in pursuit of Ukrainian
Unity. An absurdity, but so it was.

The  population  of  Ukraine  is  very  heterogeneous,  with  20% people  of  Russian
descent, mainly settled in the east of the country, in the mining basin of Donbass.
There  are  also  Tatars,  Belarusians,  Romanians,  Moldovans,  Hungarian  Poles,
Gypsies,  Jews,  etc.

In eastern Ukraine, when Stalin sent thousands of Russian workers to populate the
abandoned coal-rich  Donbass  area to  exploit  the  mines,  Russian and Ukrainian
families  merged,  creating  a  healthy  coexistence  with  more  brotherly  love  than
hatred. Families of Russian fathers and Ukrainian mothers and vice versa were quite
normal there.

But ominously, something was brewing years ago.

First of all, education began to whitewash the insurgent army of Stepan Bandera,
who had been considered unpatriotic outlaws, and began to sell them in schools as
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“heroes for  the fatherland” (today it  is  easy to find primary school  books with
children drawn with the red-and-black emblems of these murderous savages).

On the other hand, from the main political talk shows on Ukrainian television, began
to be created the breeding ground of ethnic hatred very well designed and cooked,
in which the Russian population was presented as the culprit of all the economic ills
suffered by the Ukrainian people. All of this was complicated by Yanukovych’s local
policy of favoring trade relations with Russia rather than with “prosperous Europe”.

In these talk shows they began to portray the population of the Donbass as almost
subhuman monkeys who were only good for picking coal mines, in contrast to the
Ukrainian population of Kiev with its university and its modern world. There was a
constant bombardment of ethnic hatred.

There is a video on the internet in which a famous Ukrainian talk show host is seen
saying “It is a hard truth to accept, but those people are a burden, they impoverish
us, and they occupy a space that we real Ukrainians need. It is hard to say, but there
are people in Donbass who must die.” Just like that, and without relinquishment.
Meanwhile, for years, in parallel, the Pravy Sektor and Svoboda, the main Ukrainian
Nazi parties, paramilitarily trained their militants in war and combat techniques
with Western money.

Returning to the Maidan, the effect of all this strategy bore the fruits they expected.
Nazi and racist hatred was translated into lynchings in Kiev of racialized people,
homosexuals,  leftists,  or  those nostalgic  for  the Soviet  past.  The murders were
happening every day. At that moment is when the paramilitary groups of extreme
right, are formed as official military battalions, paid with a good salary directly from
the wallets of local oligarchs like Kolomoski among others. These battalions are
heading for the Donbass.

While these formations march emulating in symbology and uniforms the German
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Nazi  groups,  the  civilians  of  Kiev  applaud  them while  chanting  “death  to  the
Russians”, “Glory to Ukraine, glory to the heroes”. Tragedy was in the air.

While the Nazi units were on their way to raze the people of Donbass to the ground,
the ultra-nationalist civilian hotheads began to impose their law in all the cities. The
first thing they did was to tear down all the statues of Lenin (in the east there is one
in every town) and to lynch all those they considered enemies of the fatherland.

There are many images of different events, where groups of young and not so young
people mercilessly kick the heads of the elderly carrying flowers to the statues of
Lenin.

Most of these uncontrolled beatings ended in death.

People from the East, of Russian origin, were forced to respond. Seeing what was
coming,  they  began  to  gather  around  the  squares  and  statues  of  Lenin  to
demonstrate their position and organize their self-protection.

The fateful day that changed the lives of thousands of people in many countries
arrived. May 2, 2014.

The soccer league, “coincidentally” in the middle of that hotbed, organized a friendly
match “for the homeland” between two soccer teams with major fascist supporters.
Before the match they all joined in a demonstration for the unity of the Ukrainian
homeland.

Near the route of this demonstration, an encampment of anti-Maidan demonstrators
of Russian descent was established at the gate of the House of Trade Unions.

In Russia their “holy week” is marked by Soviet history, and from May 1, the Day of
the Working Class, to May 9, commemorating the Day of Victory against the Third
German Reich, are holidays, and people take advantage of them to visit relatives and
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go on excursions. So the anti-Maidan camp had only several hundred people, mostly
pensioners and youngsters.

At a certain point of the fascist march, they deviated from the route and headed en
masse towards the House of Trade Unions. There would be a great deal to say about
how it all happened and which agents were involved, but if I go into that now, I’ll
never finish.

We all know the result. The people in the camp, seeing that enraged mass of Nazis
with Ukrainian flags, were forced to take refuge inside the building.

The Nazis surrounded the building and set it on fire with everyone inside. More than
50 victims, including 16-year-olds, burned to death. There is footage available for
anyone to see of a pregnant woman strangled by the Nazis with a telephone wire
while the rest of the demonstrators shouted “death to the Russians”.

People who tried to flee the flames and jumped from a third floor onto the street
were met with steel bars and beaten to death by the mob of “innocent civilians”.

The real data is that in addition to those 50 people burned, there are another 150
who disappeared without knowledge of where they had ended up.

The infamy would not end there, because the authorities, who were present at that
attack without doing anything, even collaborating. The only people they arrested for
these events were those who had been attacked. Meanwhile, Ukrainian politicians
publicly applauded the events on the Internet.  The images of the bodies of the
burned comrades are terrible.

Also terrible are the images of many Ukrainian girls and boys in their early twenties,
filling the Molotov cocktails with which they would burn their comrades alive. Or the
images  of  the  leader  of  FEMEN in  Ukraine celebrating the  massacre  with  the
burning building behind her (it is as easy as searching in Google “Femen, Odessa”).
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Here, in our country, the same media that are telling you how bad the Russians are
and that you should take to the streets to protest against this war today, are the
same ones that after those events published the following headlines : “MORE THAN
50 DEAD IN CLASHES WITH THE PRORUSSIAN SEPARATISTS”.

You have to be deeply despicable and criminal to publish that, selling the victims as
executioners, nothing new under the sun.

The events that followed this were expected.

Nazis lynching, hanging, burying alive Russian civilians, raping women, crucifying
people they would later set on fire. It would be very easy for me to attach the photos
of all this, but I do not want to fall into morbidity, and for respect to the friends and
companions of the victims, who will have these images engraved in their memory
without having them continually before their eyes.

But as I said, those images are public and are available to anyone who bothers to
look for them. I don’t expect to change the minds of those who deny this and prefer
to swallow the shit that the media shovels into their mouths. They have enough to
contend with in their despicable existences.

Before the Ukrainian discourse that called to take Donbass and exterminate that
20% of its  population in the east,  they were forced to respond to defend their
families and their homes.

Referendums  were  held  in  which  it  was  decided  to  become independent  from
Ukraine and to ask Russia for help. In Crimea, for example, 97% of the population is
Russian, and the results of these referendums were predictable. Nobody wants to
stay in a country where they want to kill you.

A number of independent People’s Republics of Ukraine are declared.
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The Ukrainian army declared war and the Nazi battalions (Azov, Aidar, etc…) began
to surround and bombard the most representative pro-Russian cities.

It must be said that all this civil and ethnic war was concealing NATO’s plans to take
over a very important enclave in its covert (and not so covert) economic cold war
against Russia. They staged a coup d’état, put in place a Western puppet and set up
military bases on Russia’s doorstep. For that, a very important strategic piece was
the Crimean peninsula with its naval bases and control of the Black Sea.

Russia  is  not  stupid,  and  immediately  supported  the  Crimean  referendum  by
annexing it.

Neither Kramatorsk nor Kharkov were prepared to withstand the military artillery
siege and soon succumbed. The scenes of Nazi violence that would follow in those
days were overwhelming.

But Lugansk and Donetsk became strong. The workers, miners, civilians, and also
some  policemen  and  soldiers  of  Russian  descent,  organized  themselves,  took
barracks and armed themselves by forming popular self-defense militias. They were
not willing to let themselves be killed.

The  Nazi  battalions  and  the  Ukrainian  army  surrounded  them,  creating  an
encirclement that isolated these cities and began to mercilessly bombard the civilian
population in violation of all human rights conventions and covenants.

The first thing they did was to bomb the water, electricity and power plants. Leaving
the population without water, without electricity, without communications, radio,
telephone and television. Then they destroyed the main transportation routes to
prevent them from obtaining supplies of food.

Your  little  No  War  signs  were  sleeping  peacefully  in  the  dusty  closet  of  your
consciences. The international community remained silent.
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For months these cities were ravaged in the cruelest way. Thousands of people, old
people, children, etc., were dismembered and blown to pieces in a bloody carnage.

Hospitals, schools, kindergartens were not spared from the bombs. The surrounding
towns and villages were destroyed. An exodus of hundreds of thousands of people
was  generated  and  they  were  welcomed  in  Russia  to  be  protected  from  the
bombings.

The  sadism  of  the  fascists  emulates  Franco’s  Spain  with  the  bombing  of  La
Desbandá. On the last road that remains untaken from Lugansk and that connects it
with  Russia,  something  terrible  happened.  The  Ukrainian  army  informed  the
civilians of Donbass that they would stop firing for 24 hours so that all civilians who
wanted to flee to Russia could do so immediately.

Caravans of buses began their journey along the road. The Ukrainian army opened
fire  and  massacred  the  entire  convoy,  reducing  it  to  rubble  of  smoldering,
smoldering wreckage of twisted iron among charred bodies. The same army that is
now being punished by Russia. He who kills with iron, dies with iron.

I have said that the event of May 2 marked many of us forever, and amid tears of
rage and desire for justice many people decided to leave everything and offered
their own hearts as a shield and their hands as tools to defend the people of Donbass
from the fascist butchery. I was one of the people who left everything and took a
plane alone, amid tears of fear, to cross thousands of kilometers, break through the
siege of the Ukrainian army and plant myself in Lugansk to help a people forgotten
by all of you.

What I was able to see there, many people dismiss as Russian propaganda. It would
take me a long time and many more counseling sessions to overcome the terrible
images and experiences that I had. I had to exert myself with all my strength,  my
physical and mental agility, not to die on numerous occasions. All around me, not so
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fortunate, I could see the mutilated bodies and the scattered viscera of children, old
people, innocent men and women. That smell, that blood, those images will never be
forgotten in my life.

It  has  been  8  years  during  which  the  Ukrainian  army  has  mercilessly  and
uninterruptedly massacred the people of Donbass. 8 fucking years during which
you all have kept a cruel and complicit silence. From the media, to those of you
who are now taking out your offensive little No to War signs.

The  “official”  civilian  victims,  which  are  infinitely  shorter  than  the  real  ones,
recognize 14,000 people killed.

The Nazi battalions in turn, took over entire villages, raped at will all the women and
girls, looted the houses, tortured the men and even held orgies in which they raped
babies  in  front  of  their  mothers.  You can see  for  yourselves  who the  Tornado
Battalion really was.

In the time I lived with them I could see how they suffered in 40 degrees heat,
without a drop of water, without being able to eat, or wash ourselves, sleeping in
corners, basements and even sewers to avoid the continuous pounding of Ukrainian
bombs.

President Poroshenko was applauded by all Ukrainians when he said “our children
will be able to go to school while the children of Donbass will have to hide in cellars
like rats”. All his people applauded him. The same people who granted the portfolio
of the Ministry of Defense in wartime to the Nazi leaders of the Pravy Sektor. Being
an innocent civilian does not exempt you from giving power to real psychopaths to
torture, kill and rape without mercy.

Now, Russia, which has long warned that it would not allow itself to be further
besieged and endangered, has decided to act. Evidently, they are doing so to protect
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their interests and to prevent NATO from continuing to arm and surround them with
missiles and troops. I will not be the one to sympathize with Putin or today’s Russia.
Far from it. But I refuse to participate in this infamy by putting the focus on Russia.
It seems to me to be completely blind. In the first place because the consequences of
the geostrategic confrontation of large blocs involve many responsible parties who
have been bombing other  lands  for  years  and moving their  forces  to  continue
extending their domination, and I see it as completely legitimate that other countries
that see what is coming to them should also move their forces.

On the other hand, because as I have already said, the war which all of you are
suddenly worried about because the news is dictating it, did not start on February
23rd, 2022. This war has been mercilessly murdering an innocent population for 8
years while you stood on the sidelines or looked the other way. Your little “No to
war” signs are cruelly too late and in the indirect service of NATOist interests.

They seek to turn you into other manipulated accomplices of the barbarism that our
people have been suffering under for 8 interminable years, during which Ukraine
ignored all the points of the Minsk agreements.

I  would like you to make the effort  for a moment to understand the rage and
indignation that I feel when I see you all jumping now.

Regardless of Russia’s real intentions, what is certain is that finally, the people of
Donbass will stop suffering and living hidden in basements of blood-spattered ruins.

The truth is that this terrorist and murderous Ukrainian army is being demilitarized
by destroying its  bases,  its  powder magazines and warehouses of  weapons and
bombs that they will no longer be able to drop on Donbass.

What  is  certain  is  that  the  battalions  of  ultra  savage  neo-Nazis  like  the  Azov
battalion will no longer rape and torture because yesterday they died by thousands
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in their military base in Mariupol. Their Nazi leaders have been eliminated and there
is a very long list of war criminals who are being captured and will be tried before
the people of Donbass.

The “innocent civilians of Kiev” have been frightened for a day by sirens, hiding in
basements, and on subway platforms, and weeping in images relayed to us by all the
special envoys in Kiev who have never wanted to set foot in the massacred cities of
Donbass. You have all been outraged by this in 24 hours, are the lives of the children
of Donbass not worth the same?

Your No to War would be satisfied if Russia withdraws from Ukraine. And you
would again keep the little posters obedient to the media, to again keep silent and
bury with your own shovels the sons and daughters of Donbass.

The truth is that I despise you.

I would like to accompany you to the orphanages we have visited in Donbass, of
children who have been left alone forever in a destroyed land. Those orphanages
from which I left crying with rage and sadness when I saw how they were used to
throw themselves to the ground in a ball at the order of the teacher to protect
themselves from the bombs when they were 5 years old. And how day by day, these
children have been decimated.

Don’t expect me to join you now in crying out against war.

War always is and always will be a rich man’s mess that the poor pay for. But this
war has destroyed many, many lives that look at you from oblivion while you try to
protect their executioners.

I am not saying that all this makes it legitimate for civilians to die in Ukraine. I will
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not be hypocritical, some will die and it is impossible to avoid it in such a scenario.
But the truth is that unlike the Ukrainian army, which systematically slaughters
civilians, and even this morning killed two teachers in a school in Gorlovka, the
Russian army is trying to inflict casualties only among the military, although on TV
they tell  you otherwise by using archive images of  bombings in Syria or other
countries. The propaganda machine is working at full throttle. What I do say is that
it is infamous that you would talk about it when there are tens of thousands of dead
children, elderly men and women who have received neither your support nor your
solidarity.

Do not ask me to feel sorry. I will not be so cynical as to say that I was almost killed.
I took all the risk to go there with my heart as a shield to stop the bullets against the
people. But in my heart are many people I saw die, many children I saw cry (and die
too), many old people who did not deserve to end their lives dismembered or dying
of hunger and thirst in their forgotten hideouts. I owe it to them, and I owe it to
justice.

NATO, USA and Europe are criminals and murderers. The wars of the powers
including Russia should be stopped immediately. The working women and men of
the world should be united against their wars, against all their wars, and against
the oligarchs on both sides. That would be ideal. Ukrainian and Russian workers
expropriating the oligarchs and building an environment of mutual support and
solidarity.

But we are light years away from that and what matters to me now, is that the
people of Donbass will be able to leave their shelters and play in a park with their
children, without fear of blowing themselves up, for the first time in 8 years.

Neither War Between Peoples, Nor Peace Between Classes
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Ramiro Gómez is a member of the Brigade Ruben Ruiz Ibarruri- Anti-Fascist Caravan
of Banda Bassotti.

Interview with Ramiro Gómez, humanitarian activist in Lugansk. 2014

Translation by Internationalist 360°

The  danger  of  a  world  ruled  by

https://libya360.wordpress.com/2022/02/28/the-hypocrisy-of-a-leftist-no-to-war-that-comes-too-late/
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NATO:  Interview  with  Ángeles
Maestro
written by Struggle - La Lucha
March 10, 2022

Ángeles Maestro is a leading figure in Spain when it comes to internationalist and
solidarity activism. A former communist deputy, today she is not only highly critical
of the positions of that party but also denounces its permanent ideological retreats.

She has denounced with all her might the Psoe-Podemos compromise, and now that
the NATO war is endangering the whole world, she has no doubts about where to
stand, repudiating imperialism and the interventionist maneuvers of the Atlantic
Alliance.

https://www.struggle-la-lucha.org/2022/03/10/the-danger-of-a-world-ruled-by-nato-interview-with-angeles-maestro/
https://www.struggle-la-lucha.org/2022/03/10/the-danger-of-a-world-ruled-by-nato-interview-with-angeles-maestro/
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We spoke with Nines Maestro about how she views this confrontation from a country
like Spain, which, like the rest of the European Union, is once again on its knees
before U.S. arrogance.

U.S.  imperialism  has  been  subordinating  the  European  Union  in  an
uninterrupted process since NATO was created in 1949, six years before the
existence of the Warsaw Pact.

Indeed, the explicit objective of NATO’s existence was to confront the Soviet Union
but also to subordinate the European Union and to prevent the establishment of any
kind of alliance, regardless of the ideology of the Soviet Union, with Russia and at
that time with its satellite countries. The very existence of this alliance negated the
military sovereignty of each and every one of the countries of the European Union.

The Spanish State voted at one time against joining NATO, but then Felipe
Gonzalez and his party erased with their elbow what they had written with
their hand.

The  Spanish  State,  since  1982,  has  been  part  of  the  military  structure  of  the
Alliance, following a referendum in which the conditions were absolutely unfulfilled.
I remember that Spain is not only part of the military structure but even a leader of
the Psoe itself, as Javier Solana, was secretary general of NATO during the war of
destruction and provoked explosion of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia.

The other conditions of  the referendum such as the Non-installation of  nuclear
weapons was also discarded by means of  bilateral  agreements with the United
States, by which Spain renounced the right to ask if the ships, the airplanes that
cross its skies or the American military bases themselves harbor nuclear weapons or
not. On the other hand, as is quite evident, the military presence in U.S. bases on
Spanish soil has only increased.
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This government, which claims to be the most progressive in history, is playing one
of the most undignified roles, competing with the government of (José María) Aznar
and the Azores trio (George W. Bush, Tony Blair and the former Spanish president)
in the invasion of Yugoslavia, the Spanish State is going even further than other
European  Union  countries  in  supporting  NATO’s  offensive  against  the  Russian
Federation.

Not only that, but the Psoe government together with United Podemos is preparing
for the NATO summit to be held in Madrid at the end of of June of this year and
there have been declarations from the leaders, including those of the Communist
Party of Spain and its Secretary General Enrique De Santiago, assuring that Spain
will fulfill its commitments to NATO and they are collaborating in each and every
one of the government’s decisions.

Curiously, after the last congress of the Communist Party approved the exit from
NATO and the dismantling of the bases, in a very explicit and clear demonstration of
what the congresses of a Communist Party are for, and their leaders trample on all
the agreements of those congresses and of course the legitimate interests of the
peoples of the Spanish State.

Considering that, as has happened in all previous wars, the American and NATO
bases are foreign territory and can be a military objective of the countries that are
attacked by NATO. That terrible sensation is the one we communist and left-wing
people are experiencing, having governments as unworthy as those of the Psoe or
the Popular Party.

It is foreseeable that from the bases of the left that are not sold out to NATO
there will be a reaction against the submissive approaches of the leaders.

We must say that platforms and committees are being organized in different towns
of the Spanish State and also in Madrid against this NATO summit asking for the
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immediate exit of Spain from the Alliance and the dismantling of the bases, the non
participation of the Spanish army in the attack on any country and denouncing the
government  that  is  preparing this  NATO summit  in  which the  incorporation of
Ukraine to NATO is also expected.

This reminds us of when Bush ordered the attack and invasion of Iraq and a
patriotic hysteria arose in the United States that spread around the world,
where Saddam Hussein was targeted, he was the “enemy” to be defeated,
and NATO was the “good guy in the film” for the West.

This hysteria is now repeating itself and the Olympic Committee decides that no
Russian athlete can compete, or FIFA eliminates the Russian soccer team from the
World Cup in  Qatar,  or  the censorship of  this  world  dictatorship bans RT and
Sputnik.

There is a McCarthyist “wave” as never before seen, accompanied by the media. But
in your analysis you have pointed out a very interesting fact which is the regrettable
role  being played by a  certain  political  left,  which includes communist  parties,
Trotskyists and also bien pensantes intellectuals of “progressivism” who when the
time comes to take one side always put themselves in the middle or on the opposite
side.

How do you think this will evolve as NATO continues to advance? It is clear
that NATO wants and needs to destabilize Russia and then go after China.
How do you think the population, which is now mostly chloroformed, will
react to these events?

The moment is complicated, what you have said is precisely like that: communist
parties, NGOs, and other organizations of the left are as always taking the side of
imperialism, what we call here “ninis”, which means, what has happened in any
attack on any country, is the demonization of the corresponding leader.
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There was talk at one time of “neither Bush nor Saddam”, “neither NATO, nor
Milosevic”, “neither NATO nor Qaddafi”, demonizing Bashar Al Assad in the case of
Syria,  and so on.  In reality,  it  is  an attempt to  equate the aggressor with the
aggressed. Moreover, with the media lies, which are very important to remember:
when  the  invasion  of  Iraq  was  justified,  it  was  because  they  had  non-existent
weapons of mass destruction and the image of a cormorant full of oil dying on a
beach was used to prove that Saddam Hussein was a terrorist, or the thousands of
images that never existed.

There is the case of the story of what was later shown to be the daughter of the
Kuwaiti ambassador to the United States, a teenage girl crying because newborns
had been ripped from incubators, and it was clearly a constructed story. Or the
bombings attributed to Qaddafi who was said to be bombing his own people.

So all these media lies are constructed, and they encourage the position of some
leftist organizations that jump on the “No to war” bandwagon, accusing Russia of
the Invasion of Ukraine, in an attempt to whitewash the attacks of imperialism that
Ukraine represents in relation to Russia and other countries in the area.

I  also  wanted  to  point  out  when  you  asked  what  will  be  the  reaction  of  the
population, that many times I remember that maxim that the dominant ideology is
the ideology of the ruling classes, and that the media in power of the multinational
oligarchies collaborate to shape those supposed public opinions.

The reality is that with obsequious pro-Yankee positions such as those in
Europe,  the  consequences  will  soon  be  felt  by  the  populations  of  each
country.

In Europe, the consequences include the U.S. and the European Union imposing
sanctions on Russia, and those who pay for them are the peoples of the EU. In
particular, with the ban on exports to Russia many small companies are reacting,
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seeing their businesses ruined by the impossibility of exporting different agricultural
products to Russia, let alone in a situation of bestial crisis like the one we are living
through, the cancellation of the purchase of gas from Russia.

This is the most important issue for the United States because the gas pipeline that
was supposed to bring Russian gas directly to Germany and the rest of the European
Union, was 30% or 40% cheaper than gas bought from the United States, a product
of  fracking,  and  also  of  much  higher  quality  because  the  U.S.  gas  is  full  of
impurities.

At this moment I can say that modest families, not only the poorest ones, are no
longer able to use electricity for heating or to use electricity when the sun goes
down, and when the economic repercussions arrive, we will see that the United
States sanctions against Russia are paid for by the peoples of the European Union.

Therefore, at the beginning I pointed out how in the very existence of NATO, beyond
the confrontation with the communist Soviet Union, the fundamental objective is to
subordinate the European Union to its interests, paying directly the consequences
because the geographical relationship of the European Union with Russia is much
greater than that of the United States or Great Britain, who are the great instigators
of the NATO offensive.

Of course, the aim of Great Britain and now of the U.S.A is to prevent the natural
alliance between countries that are very close to each other and therefore tend to
establish trade relations for the purchase and sale of their products. I think it is
important that the denunciation of U.S. imperialism which is striking Russia on the
backs of the peoples of the European Union is very much present.

For example, when the European Union in the previous crisis imposed sanctions on
Russia, the farmers of some countries put mountains of peaches or other products
that they could not export to Russia, they burned flags of the European Union and



https://www.struggle-la-lucha.org/2022/03/page/6/ 

36 

they were not leftists or communists but farmers who saw that they were destroying
their economic possibilities.

Objectively, all the measures imposed by the pandemic, the digitalization, the end of
small and medium enterprises, placed millions of workers in a terrible situation.
Without a doubt, the sanctions against Russia will be paid by our peoples and will
place many people in very strong contradictions, not ideological but economic and
trade possibilities.

Putin has been patient without limits before finally attacking those he considers
enemies of Russian security, he tried in the Minsk meetings to reach agreements to
avoid what is happening now, before finally recognizing the independence of the
People’s Republics of Donetsk and Lugansk, who were the ones who fought for all
these years.

Hence, Putin has prioritized several points for which he will withdraw his soldiers
from Ukraine.  He  pointed  out  two  of  them at  the  beginning  of  the  defensive
operation: demilitarization and denazification. There are many in the world who are
unaware of what is happening in Ukraine when people say that there are Nazis and
a government that sponsors them.

Tell us about this issue that Europe should be concerned with instead of very
lightly lining up behind NATO.

Actually, the Nazi presence in Ukraine has remained very strong, organized and
armed since World War II. They are the same symbols and heirs of the former Nazis.
I hope that people who read or listen to us remember the Nazi offensive in Ukraine,
Russia, Belarus and the nations that formed the bloc of the Soviet Union at that
time.

It was a genocide, an extermination in which the massacre was systematic and
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overwhelming against the peoples, it was not against armed people, they were no
armed fights and military confrontations but mass murders, which made up the total
balance of the 27 million dead of the Soviet Union in the Second World War, the
great majority of them civilian population.

The people of Belarus, Russia and Ukraine are well aware of what “Nazi” means.
They are serial  killers who exterminate entire populations, homosexuals,  blacks,
gypsies,  Jews  and  who  have  ethnic  cleansing  intentions.  This  included  the
extermination of the Jews in the Second World War, which leads to the fact that
within  Israel  itself  there  are  demonstrations  against  Israel’s  support  to  the
Ukrainian  Nazis.

But of course, this whole process has had at its core the Donbass, Lugansk and
Donetsk. It began with a coup d’état fabricated by the European Union and the
U.S.A  in  2014,  a  coup  d’état  that  was  penetrated  to  the  core  by  the  Nazi
organizations that occupy prominent positions in the army and police, in which the
Nazi battalions are integrated.

It  should be remembered that  there was also  the massacre of  workers,  taking
advantage of the fact that in the towns of the former Soviet Union and Ukraine the
May  1st  demonstration  is  succeeded  by  a  series  of  activities  and  celebrations
culminating on May 9th, which is the anniversary of the entry of the Red Army into
Berlin.

There was a demonstration of workers who were burned alive in the House of Trade
Unions in Odessa, leaving 50 dead and more than 150 missing. There is a powerful
image that gives an idea of the cruelty of these people and there is a paper written
by a comrade who was part of the battalion of International brigades in Donbass,
entitled,  “The Hypocrisy of  a  Leftist  “No to War” that  Comes too Late” and it
included a terrible image of a young pregnant woman bent over a table, who was
strangled with a telephone cable when they entered to burn those who were left
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alive in the House of Trade Unions.

When the Russian government made the decision to recognize the Donetsk and
Lugansk People’s Republics, I believe that it did so ultimately upon hearing the
statements of the Ukrainian government which was preparing to invade Crimea,
calling not only for Ukraine’s entry into NATO but also the installation of nuclear
weapons underground and NATO biological warfare laboratories in Odessa.

When the Russian government made the decision to protect the People’s Republics
by acceding to their request for help and the denazification of Ukraine, it was simply
pre-empting what was undoubtedly underway on the part of the U.S., the European
Union and the Ukrainian puppet government.

President Zelensky, who certainly in this whole scenario can hardly be said to be
serving the interests of his own people, but rather a Nazi presence that intends to
carry out the genocide of the Russian speaking and culturally Russian population
along with all the ethnic minorities that stood in the way of the Ukrainian Nazi’s
patriotic cleansing. Ukraine is a puppet of the European Union and the U.S.A, and
ultimately of NATO.

Do you see prospects that in this situation Russia will lean more towards
China and together with other countries, such as Belarus, Iran and perhaps
India, will aim to form a block against the aggressive NATO adherents?

China’s rapprochement is a historical tradition in Russia, before, during and after
the  Revolution.  Russia  is  a  Eurasian  country  and  there  is  a  tendency  towards
alliance  or  closer  cultural  and  economic  ties,  etc.,  with  Europe  and  another
inclination that turns fundamentally towards Asia and China.

I  believe that the whole process of sanctions and military escalation around all
Russia’s borders, from the Baltic to the Black Sea, encircled by NATO, inevitably
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result,  as  is  happening to Iran and other countries,  in  the search for  alliances
against  aggressive  imperialism  that  threatens  the  people.  These  alliances  are
commercial and energetic, involving all kinds of commodities.

Now  they  are  intensified  by  the  sanctions  themselves,  seeking  commercial
exchanges in their own currencies and progressively abandoning the dollar while
establishing military alliances. The declarations of the Chinese government state
that in the face of any aggression against Russia, China would respond, although
China is also under siege.

The U.S. and NATO encirclement is taking place in the China Sea, and exacerbates
China’s own movements and internal conflicts, leading to a coincidence of interests
and the formation of blocs that will inevitably confront with a NATO which, given the
economic decline, especially in the productive sectors, is becoming more intense,
there are those who speak of civil war in the U.S..

The situation of massive poverty in many sectors is unsustainable, and here is some
evidence: all the multinationals of digitalization, such as Google, Apple, Microsoft,
Facebook, etc., have been detrimental to the productive structure of the U.S. and
other countries, and this is causing internal tensions and leading to the prediction of
a loss of the elections by the Democrats.

These supposedly progressive democrats, as history has shown us, are controlled by
the great economic powers and by the nuclear military complex, but without a doubt
it is the democratic governments that have been the most aggressive in relation to
the invasions of countries, coups d’état, blockades, etc.

Translation by Internationalist 360°
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Action  at  Ukrainian  Embassy
demands:  Free  Kononovich
brothers!
written by Struggle - La Lucha
March 10, 2022
https://www.facebook.com/strugglelalucha/videos/486023916531562

March 8 – Amidst the torrent of anti-Russia war propaganda in the United States,
members of the Socialist Unity Party and Youth Against War and Racism went to the
Ukrainian Embassy in Washington, D.C., to picket and deliver a letter from people’s
organizations  demanding  the  immediate  release  of  Aleksandr  Kononovich  and
Mikhail Kononovich.

The brothers, leaders of the Leninist Communist Youth Union, were detained March
6 by the notorious Security Service of Ukraine (SBU). The action was in response to
a call by the World Federation of Democratic Youth (WFDY) to take action to save
the lives of the Kononovich brothers.

https://www.struggle-la-lucha.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/strugglelalucha256.png
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The letter states:

“To whom it may concern,

“Our organizations have been alerted by the World Federation of Democratic Youth,
an organization started in 1945 to unite youth internationally in efforts to fight
fascism,  and  a  non-  governmental  organization  that  is  recognized  by  and
collaborates  with  the  United  Nations:

“‘On March 6th, through the Security Service of Ukraine, the arrest of Aleksandr
Kononovich and Mikhail Kononovich was reported. Both are accused, without any
basis whatsoever, of alleged collaboration with the secret services of the Russian
Federation and the Republic of Belarus. This constitutes a flagrant violation of their
human and political rights – a reality that, unfortunately, is not new and has been
happening since the fascist coup of 2014, which was supported by the United States,
the European Union, and NATO.’

“This is why we want to express our demand for their immediate release. We would
also like to express our concern about their state of health. Any harm to the lives of
Aleksandr  Kononovich and Mikhail  Kononovich will  be  the  responsibility  of  the
Government of Ukraine.

“We hope that our demand will be met as soon as possible. 

“Sincerely,

Harriet Tubman Center for Social Justice, Los Angeles
Struggle La Lucha for Socialism, nationwide locations
Socialist Unity Party, nationwide locations
Peoples Power Assembly, Baltimore
Youth Against War & Racism, Baltimore”



https://www.struggle-la-lucha.org/2022/03/page/6/ 

42 

Readers are urged to call the Ukrainian Embassy or nearest Ukrainian Consulate to
demand the immediate release of the Kononovich brothers. A sample phone script is
provided below.

San Francisco: (415) 398-0240
Washington, DC: (202) 349-2920
Chicago: (312) 642-4388
New York: (212) 371-6965

Hello, my name/organization is __________ from _______________

I have been alerted by the World Federation of Democratic Youth that on March 6,
the arrest of Aleksandr Kononovich and Mikhail Kononovich was reported by the
Security Service of Ukraine. Both are accused, without any basis whatsoever, of
alleged collaboration with the secret services of the Russian Federation and the
Republic of Belarus. This constitutes a flagrant violation of their human and political
rights. I demand their immediate release. I would also like to express my concern
about the state of their health. Any harm to the lives of Aleksandr Kononovich and
Mikhail Kononovich will be the responsibility of the Government of Ukraine. I hope
this demand will be met as soon as possible. Thank you.
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Zelensky, Babi Yar and Aidar
written by Struggle - La Lucha
March 10, 2022
Recently, Struggle-La Lucha published an article outlining the historic and current
connections between the Ukrainian government and Nazi movements. The article
also rejected the imperialist information war that frames Russia as an enemy of the
Jewish people. 

Since that article’s publication just a few days ago, several reports have surfaced
from Ukraine that we felt were important supplements. 

False allegations of Russian strike on Babi Yar Memorial

On March 2, Western corporate media reported that the Russian military launched a
missile strike that damaged the Babi Yar Holocaust memorial in Kiev. Supposedly
this memorial was damaged when Russian missiles destroyed a TV tower used by the
Ukrainian government to push anti-Russia propaganda. 

While Russia did launch an attack on a Ukrainian TV tower, the Babi Yar memorial
was  not  damaged.  Reporters  from  Ynet  News  visited  the  site  personally  and
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discovered there wasn’t a dent in any of the structures. Ynet News is the online
publication  of  Yedioth  Ahronoth,  the  largest  newspaper  in  Israel.  Photographs
clearly show that all statues are intact and the site remains unscathed from the
military conflict.

Nonetheless,  the  corporate  media  continue  to  circulate  Ukrainian  President
Volodomyr Zelensky’s false claim that the Russian military targeted the Holocaust
memorial. Truth doesn’t matter to the imperialist media. It’s as simple as that. 

Adair Battalion Soldier with Horrifying Tattoo Captured in Donbass

In the first days of March, combined Russian and Donetsk People’s Republic forces
launched a successful offensive against the Ukrainian nazi Aidar Battalion. These
attacks resulted in the dismantling of Aidar’s high command and the destruction of
Aidar headquarters. 

During this offensive, DPR forces captured many Aidar Battalion soldiers. Armenian
and Ukrainian independent media were able to take pictures of one soldier. On his
neck and back, he had an iron eagle tattoo and the Latin term “Suum Cuique.” That
term translated into German is, “Jedem Das Seine.” It roughly means, “To each what
he deserves.” 

“Jedem Das Seine” was a common German Nazi slogan and actually donned the
gates  at  Buchenwald  concentration  camp.  Every  Jew,  Roma  person,  LGBTQ2S
person, communist or anyone else who entered Buchenwald saw that slogan. 

Aidar Battalion’s commander was recently named governor of Odessa by President
Zelensky.  Odessa is  home to one of  Ukraine’s  largest  and most  historic  Jewish
communities. 

These are the types of people the Western media wants the working class to support:
Nazi commanders and soldiers donning concentration camp slogan tattoos. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/4969714.stm
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2022/03/01/ukraine-russia-babyn-yar/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/eur50/040/2014/en/
https://tass.com/politics/1416783?utm_source=google.com&utm_medium=organic&utm_campaign=google.com&utm_referrer=google.com
https://tass.com/politics/1416783?utm_source=google.com&utm_medium=organic&utm_campaign=google.com&utm_referrer=google.com
https://www.perild.com/2022/03/02/zelensky-replaced-the-heads-of-the-cherkasy-and-odessa-regional-state-administrations/
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Understanding the war in Ukraine
written by Struggle - La Lucha
March 10, 2022
The war between Russia and Ukraine began much before February 24, 2022—the
date provided by the Ukrainian government, NATO and the United States for the
beginning of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. According to Dmitry Kovalevich, a
journalist and a member of a now-banned communist organization in Ukraine, the
war actually started in the spring of 2014 and has never stopped since.

He writes to me from the south of Kyiv/Kiev, Ukraine, and recounts an anecdote:
“What’s there at the front line?” asks one person. “Our troops are winning as usual!”
comes the response. “Who are our troops?” the first person inquires and is told,
“We’ll soon see…” In a war, everything is in dispute, even the name of Ukraine’s
capital (Kyiv in Ukrainian, and Kiev in Russian, goes the debate online).

Wars are among the most difficult of reporting assignments for a journalist. These
days, especially, with the torrent of social media and the belligerence of network
news television channels, matters on the ground are hard to sort out. Basic facts
about the events taking place during a war are hard to establish, let alone ensuring
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the correct interpretation of these facts. Videos of apparent war atrocities that can
be found on social media platforms like YouTube are impossible to verify. Often, it
becomes clear that much of the content relating to war that can be found on these
platforms has either been misidentified or is from other conflicts. Even the BBC,
which has taken a very strong pro-Ukrainian and NATO position on this conflict, had
to run a story about how so many of the viral claims about Russian atrocities are
false. Among these false claims, which have garnered widespread circulation, is a
video circulating on TikTok that wrongly alleges to be that of a “Ukrainian girl
confronting  a  Russian  soldier,”  but  is  instead  a  video  of  the  then-11-year-old
Palestinian Ahed Tamimi confronting an Israeli soldier in 2012; the video continues
to circulate on TikTok with the caption, “Little [girls] stand up to Russian soldiers.”

Meanwhile, disputing the date for the beginning of the Russian-Ukrainian war as
February 24, Kovalevich tells me, “The war in Ukraine didn’t start in February 2022.
It began in the spring of 2014 in the Donbas and has not stopped for these eight
years.” Kovalevich is a member of Borotba (Struggle), a communist organization in
Ukraine. Borotba, like other communist and Marxist organizations, was banned by
the previous U.S.-backed Ukrainian government of Petro Poroshenko in 2015 (as
part  of  this  ongoing  crackdown,  two  communist  youth  leaders—Aleksandr
Kononovich and Mikhail Kononovich—were arrested by Ukrainian security services
on March 6).

“Most of our comrades had to migrate to Donetsk and Luhansk,” Kovalevich tells me.
These  are  the  two  eastern  provinces  of  mainly  Russian  speakers  that  broke
away from “Ukrainian government control in 2014” and had been under the control
of Russian-backed groups. In February, however, before the Russian invasion of
Ukraine, Russian President Vladimir Putin recognized these “two breakaway regions
in eastern Ukraine as independent,” making this contentious move the stepping
stone for the final military invasion by Russia. Now, Kovalevich says, his comrades
“expect to come back from exile and work legally.” This expectation is based on the
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assumption that the Ukrainian government will be forced to get rid of the existing
system, which includes Western-trained-and-funded anti-Russian right-wing vigilante
and  paramilitary  agents  in  the  country,  and  will  have  to  reverse  many  of  the
Poroshenko-era illiberal and anti-minority (including anti-Russian) laws.

‘I Feel Nervous’

“I feel quite nervous,” Kovalevich tells me. “[This war] looks very grim and not so
much because of the Russians but because of our [Ukrainian] armed gangs that are
looting  and  robbing  [the  country].”  When  the  Russians  intervened,  Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy handed out weapons to any citizen who wanted to
defend the country. Kovalevich, who lives in central Ukraine just south of the capital,
says, “My area was not affected by military actions—only by the terror of [right-
wing] nationalist gangs.”

During the first days of the Russian military intervention, Kovalevich took in a Roma
family who had fled from the war zone. “My family had a spare room,” Kovalevich

tells me. Roma organizations say  that there are about 400,000 Roma in Ukraine,
most of them living in the western part of Ukraine, in Zakarpatska Oblast (bordering
Hungary, Poland, Romania and Slovakia).  “The Roma people in our country are
regularly assaulted by [right-wing] nationalists,” Kovalevich says. “The nationalists
used  to  attack  them  [Roma]  publicly,  burning  their  encampments,  calling  it
‘cleansing garbage.’ The police didn’t react as our far-right gangs always work in
cooperation with either the police or with the security service.” This Roma family,
who was being sheltered by Kovalevich and his  family,  is  on the move toward
western Ukraine, where most of the Ukrainian-Roma population lives. “But it is very
unsafe  to  move,”  Kovalevich  tells  me.  “There  are  nationalists  [manning  these]
checkpoints [along] all roads [in Ukraine, and they] may shoot [anyone] who may
seem suspicious to them or just rob refugees.”

https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/ukraines-zelenskiy-calls-citizens-fight-promises-weapons-2022-02-24/
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Minsk Agreements

The war in the Donbas region that began in 2014 resulted in two agreements being
signed in Belarus in 2014 and 2015, which were named after the capital of Belarus,
and were called the Minsk agreements. These agreements were aimed at “[ending]

the separatist war by Russian speakers in eastern Ukraine.” The second  of these
agreements  was  signed  by  two  leading  political  figures  from  Ukraine  (Leonid
Kuchma, the president of Ukraine from 1994 to 2005) and from Russia (Mikhail
Zurabov,  the  ambassador  of  the  Russian  Federation  to  Ukraine,  2009-2016),
respectively, and was overseen by a Swiss diplomat (Heidi Tagliavini, who chaired

 the Independent International Fact-Finding Mission on the Conflict in Georgia,
2008-2009). This Minsk II agreement was endorsed by the UN Security Council
resolution 2022 on February 17, 2015. If the Minsk agreements had been adhered
to, Russia and Ukraine would have secured an arrangement that would have been
acceptable in the Donbas.

“Two Ukrainian governments signed the Minsk agreements,” Kovalevich tells me,
“but didn’t fulfill it. Recently Zelenskyy’s officials openly mocked the agreement,
saying they wouldn’t fulfill it (encouraged by the U.S. and the UK, of course). That
was a sheer violation of all rules—you can’t sign [the agreements] and then refuse to
fulfill it.” The language of the Minsk agreements was, as Kovalevich says, “liberal
enough for the government.” The two republics of Donetsk and Luhansk would have
remained a  part  of  Ukraine  and they  would  have  been afforded some cultural

autonomy (this was in the footnote to Article 11  of the February 12, 2015, Minsk
II  Agreement).  “This  was  unacceptable  to  our  nationalists  and  [right-wing
nationalists],”  Kovalevich says  to  me.  They “would like  to  organize purges and
vengeance  there  [in  Donetsk  and  Luhansk].”  Before  the  Russian  military
intervention, the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights found that more than
14,000 people had been killed in  the ongoing conflict  in  Donetsk and Luhansk
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despite the Minsk agreements. It is this violence that provokes Kovalevich to make
his  comments  about  the  violence  of  the  ultra-nationalists  and  the  right-wing
paramilitary.  “The  elected  authorities  are  a  cover,  masking  the  real  rulers  of
Ukraine,”  Kovalevich  says.  Ukraine’s  President  Zelenskyy  and  his  allies  in  the
parliament do not drive the governing process in their country but have “an agenda
imposed on them by the far-right armed groups.”

Peace?

Negotiations are ongoing on the Ukraine-Belarus border between the Russians and
the Ukrainians. Kovalevich is, however, not optimistic about a positive outcome from
these negotiations. Decisions, he says, are not made by the Ukrainian president
alone, but by the right-wing ultra-nationalist paramilitary armed groups and the
NATO countries. As Kovalevich and I were speaking, the Washington Post published
a  report  about  “Plans  for  a  U.S.-backed  insurgency  in  Ukraine”;  former  U.S.
Secretary  of  State  Hillary  Clinton implied an Afghanistan-style  guerrilla  war  in
Ukraine, saying, “We have to keep tightening the screws.” “This reveals that they
[the U.S.] don’t really care about Ukrainians,” Kovalevich says. “They want to use
this as an opportunity to cause some pain to the Russians.”

These comments by Clinton and others suggest to Kovalevich that the United States
wants “to organize chaos between Russia and the Europeans.” Peace in Ukraine, he
says,  “is  a  matter of  reconciliation between NATO and the new global  powers,
Russia and China.” Till such a reconciliation is possible, and till Europe develops a
rational foreign policy, “we will be affected by wars,” says Kovalevich.

This article was produced by Globetrotter.  Vijay Prashad is an Indian historian,
editor and journalist. He is a writing fellow and chief correspondent at Globetrotter.
He is the chief editor of LeftWord Books and the director of Tricontinental: Institute
for Social Research. He is a senior non-resident fellow at Chongyang Institute for
Financial Studies, Renmin University of China. He has written more than 20 books,
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including The Darker Nations and The Poorer Nations. His latest book is Washington
Bullets, with an introduction by Evo Morales Ayma.

Minneapolis teachers and education
support  specialists  begin  open-
ended strike with no deal in sight
written by Struggle - La Lucha
March 10, 2022
Minneapolis — Teachers and education support professionals in Minneapolis began
striking at 7:30 a.m., March 8, with pickets held at public schools all over the city.

At Lyndale Community School in South Minneapolis spirits were high on the first
day of the strike. MFT members said that 100% of the teachers at the school had
signed in and were out on their picket line. The line marched back and forth around
the two street sides of the school for about an hour before they began moving and
the crowd of around 100 people marched over to Lyndale Avenue, a major street in
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the area. There they proceeded up and down both sides of Lyndale to the honks and
pumped fists of passing cars as they chanted, “If our students don’t get it, shut it
down!”

Similar scenes played out at schools all over Minneapolis from 7:30 a.m. to 10 a.m.
Large crowds and serious but good moods were broadly reported from the picket
lines.

At noon, a large unity rally marched to the Davis Center where the Minneapolis
Public Schools (MPS) office is located. Around 7000 educators, students, parents
and community members rallied for over an hour outside MPS to loud chants and
speeches from educators and supporters.

At  4  p.m.  a  delegation  of  labor,  community,  and  parent  leaders  marched  on
Superintendent  Ed  Graff’s  office  to  deliver  a  demand  that  Minneapolis  Public
Schools settle the contract and meet the educators’ demands to give the students
the safe and stable schools they deserve. Cherrene Horazuk is the president of
AFSCME Local 3800 who represents clerical workers at the University of Minnesota.
Horazuk  said,  “On  Saturday  more  than  50  organizations  sent  a  letter  to
Superintendent Ed Graff  demanding that  he negotiate but we got no response.
Today we showed up in person but again we got no response, just like the educators
and students have gotten no response from him. We let him know that we stand with
the educators and the students and with their demands.”

At the same time as the Minneapolis educators began their strike, educators in Saint
Paul across the Mississippi River from Minneapolis reached a contract settlement
averting a strike and winning major gains on their key demands including getting
class size caps reinstated, additional mental health supports for educators, demands
around equity and inclusion, and wage increases.

Spirits were high among Saint Paul educators, who issued a call for their members
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and supporters to turn their support across the river to the Minneapolis fight. Sarah
Vast is a parent of a student in Saint Paul and they said, “Saint Paul Public Schools
found a way to meet the needs of their students and educators. It  is time that
Minneapolis Public Schools did the same.”

Picketing is expected to resume at 7:30 a.m. on Wednesday with unity events each
day.

Source: FightBack! News

Three  indomitable  women:  Rosa
Luxemburg,  Manuela  Sáenz  and
Harriet Tubman
written by Struggle - La Lucha
March 10, 2022
Standing up against war fever
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Rosa Luxemburg, born in 1871, was a Polish and naturalized German revolutionary
socialist.  She taught Marxism and economics for the German Social Democratic
Party in Berlin. Her rhetorical skill was formidable. 

After  the  Russian  Revolution  of  1905,  she  and  other  leaders  had  tremendous
prestige among the workers on the European continent. In the Social Democratic
Party of Germany’s women’s section, she met Clara Zetkin, with whom she became a
life-long ally.

Facing the imminent danger of World War I, Luxemburg worked with V.I. Lenin and
others  on  the  “Basel  Manifesto”  that  was  addressed  to  the  Extraordinary
International  Socialist  Congress  held  in  November  1912.

“If a war threatens to break out,” said the resolution,” it is the duty of the working
classes and their parliamentary representatives in the countries involved, supported
by the coordinating activity of the International Socialist Bureau, to exert every
effort in order to prevent the outbreak of the war. …

“In case war should break out anyway,” the resolution continues, “it is their duty to
intervene in favor of its speedy termination and with all their powers to utilize the
economic and political crisis created by the war to arouse the people and thereby
hasten the downfall of capitalist class rule.”

A key part of the manifesto was the one about using the crisis created by imperialist
war to struggle for the abolition of capitalism. That passage was written by Rosa
Luxemburg. (see “Bolsheviks and War” by Sam Marcy)

In August 1914, Luxemburg, along with Karl Liebknecht and Clara Zetkin, wrote
illegal anti-war pamphlets. They vehemently rejected the German Social Democratic
Party’s betrayal of its principles in support of funding the war, and called for an anti-
war general strike. As a result, Luxemburg and Liebknecht were imprisoned in June
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1916 for two and a half years.

 

After  their  release,  Luxemburg and Liebknecht  were  captured and executed in
Berlin on Jan. 15, 1919, by the Rifle Division of the Cavalry Guards of the Freikorps.
Luxemburg’s body was flung into a canal.

‘Caballeresa del Sol’

Manuela Sáenz was born in 1797 in Quito, Ecuador (then called New Granada). For
a number of years she fought by the side of Simón Bolívar in the revolutionary war
against Spanish colonialism. They fought to unify South America. 

In 1819, when Simón Bolívar took part in the successful liberation of New Granada,
Manuela Sáenz joined in a conspiracy to oust the Spanish viceroy of Perú. Sáenz and
other  pro-independence  women  conspired  to  recruit  colonial  troops  from  the
Spanish royalist defense arsenal in Lima. The action was a success, with much of the
regiment, including Manuela’s half-brother, defecting to the anti-Spanish army of
José de San Martín. 

After  proclaiming  Peru’s  independence  in  1821,  José  de  San  Martín  awarded
Manuela Sáenz with the highest distinction in the campaign against the Spanish
Royalists, the title of “Caballeresa del Sol” – the Order of the Sun of Peru.

During her  years  of  collaboration  with  Bolívar,  Sáenz  supported  the  revolution
against  Spain  by  gathering  information,  distributing  leaflets  and  protesting  for
women’s rights. Her heroism was evident in support of a Creole uprising against
Spain. 

Sáenz did not feel constrained by gendered conventions of feminine behavior. She
dressed in military uniforms and trained for military action.
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Bolívar named her “Libertadora del Libertador” (“The Liberator of the Liberator”)
after she saved his life on Sept. 25, 1828, by confronting assassins intent on killing
him.

In  Gabriel  Garcia  Marquez’s  book  about  Simón  Bolívar,  “The  General  in  His
Labyrinth,” he characterized Sáenz as “astute and indomitable, she had irresistible
grace, a sense of power, and unbounded tenacity.”

Great general in war against slavery

Harriet Tubman, born circa 1821, became widely known as “Moses.”

Frederick  Douglass  said  of  Tubman,  “I  know  of  no  one  who  has  willingly
encountered more perils and hardships to serve our enslaved people.”

Radical abolitionist John Brown characterized Tubman as one of the bravest persons
on  this  continent.  She  was  five  feet  tall,  commanded  others  with  unflagging
strength, had brilliant intelligence and carried a rifle.

Tubman was born into slavery on a plantation in Dorchester County, Maryland. As a
teenager, she defended a fellow slave from the violence of an overseer and suffered
a  heavy  blow to  her  head.  That  head injury  left  a  grave  scar,  causing  her  to
experience sudden sleep attacks (narcolepsy) for the rest of her life.

In 1849, when the owner of her plantation died, she was aware that all of the slaves
could be sold away from their families to the cotton plantations of the Deep South,
where life expectancy could be as short as two or three years.Tubman made the
decision to escape.

When she reached Philadelphia, Tubman was, under the law of the time, a free
woman. But the passage of the Fugitive Slave Act in 1850 gave legal cover to those
who could be paid for her recapture, so she operated with caution.



https://www.struggle-la-lucha.org/2022/03/page/6/ 

56 

During a period of 12 years, she returned to Maryland 18 or 19 times, bringing more
than 300 people out of enslavement. Because of the Fugitive Slave Act, Tubman was
forced to guide her passengers on the Underground Railroad all the way to Canada.

Tubman became known throughout  North  American  19th-century  Black  activist
circles and freedmen’s communities as a fantastically successful “conductor.”

In  addition  to  her  trips  to  Maryland to  help  freedom seekers  escape,  Tubman
developed oratorical skills at abolitionist meetings and, later,  at women’s rights
gatherings.

During the U.S. Civil War against slavery, she earned the title of General Harriet
Tubman. She fought as a Union soldier, a scout, a spy, a nurse and a leader of Black
and white troops fighting for freedom.

Rewards were offered for Moses’ capture — at one time as high as $40,000, an
unimaginable bounty in that era. Tubman was never betrayed.
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