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Mariupol & Donetsk:
a tale of two cities

By Greg Butterfield

In December 2014, a young Rus
sian  communist named Andrey
Sokolov was visiting the newly
formed Donetsk People's Republic
He wenl 1o iend who'd been
driven into exile from Ukraine after
the U5 -backed far-right coup d'etat
in Kiev earlier that year.

Sokolov took a wrong turn and
wound up at a checkpoint controbled
by the Ukrainian Armed Forces. He
was arrested and “disappeared” for
nearly two years in the occupied city
of Mariupol

Sokolov was held for a long time
in a bare cell in a secret prison. He
was denled contact with the cutside
warld, given little food, was tor-
tured, and witnessed Ukrainian mil-
icants using cutouts of leaders from
the Donetsk and Lugansk ['eoplc's
Republics for target prac

Eventually supporters were able to
track Sokolov down with help from
locals. As reports seeped out about
of athers “dis-

a,.p. Are 5
of Ukraine (SR and the neo-Nazi

curily Service

Azov Bartalio okolov was offered
a plea deal, which he accepted, and
a court ordered him released with
time served.

Upan his release, though, he was
kidnapped by geons in plainclothes
and held captive in another location,

Ukraine's govern-
ment eventually felt

i o allow a
Mariupal by
human-rights  in-
vestigators from the
Organization for Se-
¢ and Ceopera
tion in Europe (OSCE).
Sokolov's captors de
bated what to do with
him. He was probably

closer to death at that
moment tham he had
ever been durkng his

ordeal

Eventually the order came down
from abowe: There too much at
tention to Sokolov's case to dispose
of him permanently. Instead he was
put in a taxi headed to the Russian
border and given bus fare to Mos-
cow, That was in the autumn of 2m6
~ almost two years after his fateful
Wrang turm.

Mariupol and the Big Lie

Mariupol has been in the news a
lot recently. It's been a major hotspot
in the joint military operation by
the Donbass People's Republics and
Russia to demilitarize and denazify
Uleraine

The U5 and other Western me-
dia mostly ignored Mariupol for the
eight years it was under [ascist oe-
cupation. They couldn't have ¢
less for the workers and political ac
tivists like Sokolov who had to live
under the thumb of the Azov Battal-
fion and Ukrainian security forces

Now that the Azov nazis are be
ing routed by the Donetsk Peaple’s
Militia and Russian Armed Forces,
p apers, TV networks and social
full of stories claiming
crimes” in Mariupol
was a story about Rus-
a maternity hospltal,
But as Hu“m s First Deputy Perma-
nent Representative to the United
Mationg Dmitry Polyansky said at a

Continued on page &

People in Donetsk bring flowers to the site where

20 people were killed by a Ukrainian missile sttack.

JOHN PARKER:

Fund, fund, fund the police - really Biden? 5
‘We must remain on the correct side of history’ 7
Stop NATO! No war on Russia and Donbass »

+ GM & Intel aren't heroes - Get our children to school :
« Justice not police brutality - Hands off trans youth! -

MONEY FOR FOOD, HOUSING ,GAS, NOT WAR

Donetsk Peaple’s Mifitia troops checkmen

The Emergency Campangn i
to STOP THE WAR LIES

By Solidarity with Donbass & Antifascists in Ukraine
The Emergency Campaign to Stop the War Lies i a grassroots effort to stop

the lies and tell the truth aboit the LS NATO war on Russia and Donbass. it will
keick: offf on March 20, the anniversary of the Irag War, and culminate on the week-
end of April 2 to 4, the anniversary of Dx. Martin Luther King r’s assassination,
March 20 to 27 Local outreach to commursties, students and workers, incuding
protests and picket lines, dictributions of flyers and posters, street comner speak
owsts, tabling in busy aneas and banner drops.
March I7 “Expose the Lies” Mational Webnar featuring Aleosy Albu from Beeot
ba in Luganshk. Katya A from Aurora Women's growp in Donetsk, and Kristing
Melnikova, a joumalist who has covered Ukraine's war on Denbass for several
years. Hear directly from the independent Donbass republics under fire from
Uleraine and MATO.
Weekend of Sat., April 2 to Mon., April & - Mational protests on the anneversary
of the assassination of Or. King, who stood against war and raciem
Join us in dermanding

«No U5 /NATO war on Russia and Donbass!

= Jobs, education, housing, and healthcare, not wart

= Disband NATO, AFRICOM & ALKUS!

«Close Guantanamo and all LLS. military bases - bring the troops home!

«Feed the people, not the Pentagon! No to LLS. sanctions!
Initiated by Solidarity with Donbass & Antifascists in Ukraine
and Socialist Unity Party / Partido de Sodalisme Unido
Partial list of endorsers: john Parker, Socialst Unity Party candidate for US. Senate n Caifomi;
Youth Against War & Ractsr. Mujeres En Lucha [ Wamen In Struggle; Struggle-La Lucha
nesspaper Communist Workers League; Woekers Voice Socialist Movement, LA Black and
Brown Lirity - Los Angeles: Harriet Tubman Center for Sedal Justics - Lo Angeles. Peoples
Power Acsambly - Baltimare; Odessa Solidanty Campaigr Uremployed Wiorkers Union; Anti-
War West Sydney; Rhode Island Agaimst White Maticnalism - Providence.

» Gay communist on Russia, fascism »

b Oligarchs = ¥ Ukrainian witch hunt ¢

¥ Immigration = » Cuba helped Ukrainian children s
b Expose the lies ¥ Expongamos las mentiras
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» Mariupol & Donetsk: a tale of two cities

» The Emergency Campaign to STOP THE WAR LIES

» GM and Intel aren’t heroes

» Get our children to school on time!

= Fund the movement for racial justice and equality, not the police!

= Fund, fund, fund the police - really Biden?

» Texas: Hands off trans youth!

= Gay communist on Russia, fascism and USSR’s legacy

= Food, gas, rents soaring - never mind, Congress hikes U.S./NATO war
dollars

» Their oligarchs and ours

» Ukrainian authorities unleash witch hunt

= ‘We must remain on the correct side of history’

= Call for solidarity with Ukrainian leftists under repression

» Ukrainians granted Temporary Protected Status by the U.S., the country that
displaced them

= How socialist Cuba helped Ukrainian children

= Who’s the war criminal?

= Stop NATO! No war on Russia and Donbass

» The U.S. government lied about Iraq - it’s lying about Russia & Ukraine

= El gobierno de EUA mintié sobre Irak y miente sobre Rusia y Ucrania

= Puerto Rico: Exitos, en las calles

» (Nueva era en Puerto Rico? De miseria y lucha

https://www.struggle-la-lucha.org/2022/03/27/struggle-%e2%98%85-la-lucha-pdf-march-28-2022/



https://www.struggle-la-lucha.org/2022/03/27/struggle-%e2%98%85-la-lucha-pdf-march-28-2022/


https://www.struggle-la-lucha.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/strugglelalucha256.png

