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‘U.S. claims of Russian threat to Ukraine

are groundless’

By Dmitry Strauss

Dmitry Strauss: Greg, Russia has
raised the issue of nonprolifer
ation of U.S. and NATO missile
strike systems near its borders.
This topic will be discussed by
Russia with NATO and the United
States in the coming days. [n your
opinion, how legitimate is this
point of view of Russia?

Greg Butterfield: | believe Russia's
position is completely valid and
correct. The unbridled growth of
the U.S.-dominated NATO military
alliance over the last three decades
is a threat to Russia and its allies,
and one of the greatest threats to
peace in the world. The growth of
NATO has meant not just the spread
of Western troops and weapon-
ry in eastern and central Europe.
It has also meant the ascension of
governments like those in Poland,
Hungary, Ukraine and the Baltic
States, that look to the fascist col-
laborators of World War 11 as their
example.

President Putin and the Russian
government have consistently
spoken about the danger inherent
in NATO's integration of Ukraine
— the last major “domino” on
Russia's western border. The
situation has been precarious ever
since the U.S.~backed coup in 2014
brought a far-right regime to
power that nurtures openly fascist
elements who eagerly desire war
with Russia.

The following interview with Struggle-La Lucha co-editor Greg

Butterfield was originally published by the website Ukraina.ru.

P

Mare U.5. and NATO weapons are being sent to the Ukraine puppet government.

In the final days of the Soviet
Union, when the Gorbachev gov-
ernment withdrew support from
the USSR’s socialist European al
lies, the U.S. pledged not to expand
NATD to the east or threaten Rus-
sia and other post-Soviet states. Of
course, Washington never honored
this pledge. Republican and Dem-
ocratic administrations alike have
consistently betrayed that promise
and steadily increased the dan-
ger of another devastating war in
Eurasia.

DS: The US. and NATO talk about
Russia's “aggressive plans” with
regard to Ukraine as their reason
for the placement of missile strike
systems. Russia says it has no such
plans, and explains that the con-
centration of its troops near the

Ukrainian border coincides with its
right to place its troops in its own
territory the way it likes. Which
argument is more convincing?

GB: The claims by the U.S. and
NATO of a threatened Russian “in-
vasion"” of Ukraine are complete-
ly baseless. They are not taken
seriously by any knowledgeable
person. Unfortunately, the workers
and general population in the West
are denied that knowledge. This is
the greatest challenge facing the
anti-war movernent here, U.S. of-
ficials expect the lack of objective
information and constant beat-
ing of war drums in the capitalist
media to convince the masses of
people that Russia is a threat to
people here. They are pursuing
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Tell Biden: NO WAR!
U.S./NATO hands off
Russia and Donbass!

By Greg Butterfield

Jan, 24 — U.S. imperialism is playing
with fire in Eastern Europe, ULS. officials
are toying with the lives of millions of
people in Europe, Asia and potentially
the entire world with their unprecedented
campaign of threats, provocations and
war propaganda aimed at the Russian
Federation.

The Biden regime and corporate
media are lving when they warn of
an “imminent” Russian invasion of
Ukraine. The real danger of invasion
comes from the U.S -supported, NATO-
armed Ukrainian government against
the peoples of the independent Donbass
republics of Donetsk and Lugansk on
Russia’s Western border.

Wall Street, its bought-and-paid-for
peliticians and the Pentagon have long
sought to dominate all of the former
Soviet Union, including Russia. Big Oil
is especially rabid to stop Russian oil and
gas from reaching the European Union,
so that erstwhile U.S. allies are forced to
rely on their products instead.

Today the U.5. announced it was
pulling diplomats’ families and other
“nonessential personnel” out of Ukraine.
It’s not because they are in danger from
Russia. Rather, it’s another in a long line

of war provocations by Washington and
the NATO military alliance 1t dominates.

LLS. politicians are working to create a
wartime atmosphere so that any defensive
action by Russia or the Donbass republics,
or a wholly manufactured incident, can
be used to justify Ukrainian aggression
and NATO imtervention.

After a week of talks where Secre-
tary of State Antony Blinken continued
stonewalling Russia on its just demands
for security guarantees against NATO
expansion, and when Biden said at a
news conference that his “guess™ was
that a Russian invasion of Ukraine was
inevitable, it seemed on Jan. 21 there
might be a glimmer of hope that the LS.
warmongers would take a step back.

Blinken finally agreed to Russian For-
eign Minister Sergey Lavrov’s request to
give a written U5, response to Russia’s
draft statement on security guarantees,
more than a month after it was present-
ed by Russian diplomats. At least, this
would force Washington to declare its
intentions in writing before the world
rather than being shrouded in backroom
negotiations and rumors circulated by
unnamed sources in the Western media.

Instead of using this opportunity to
step back from the brink of war, it now
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No support for Ukrainian Rittenhouses!

Hands off Donbass, Belarus & Russia

By Greg Butterfield

Why 1s President Joe Biden'’s adminis-
tration laser-focused on threatening war
on the other side of the world, when the
people of the United States are beset with
life-threatening crises here at home?

Racist killer Kyle Rittenhouse was
Just acquitted, emboldening violent white
supremacists across the U.8. Women's re-
productive rights are under attack in many
states and at the highest summit of the
Supreme Court, which may seon overturn
Roe v. Wade.

The COVID-19 pandemic is surging
again, with the Delta and Omicron variants
threatening new waves of death and fur-

ther taxing the country's awful, misman-
aged private healthcare system, Workers'
rights are under attack from Amazon,
Kellogg's and bosses across the board. The
climate crisis continues to wreak havoc
Coast-10-coast,

These are a few of the life-and-death
problems Biden needs to address. Workers
and oppressed people did not give him
their votes to start a war with Russia,

Biden's administration claims that
0,000 Russian troops guarding their
country’s Western border are a great threat
to neighboring Ukraine. Seventy thousand
Russian troops, that is, stationed on Rus-
sia’s own territory.
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‘Over the last 30 years, the U.S.-dominated NATO military alliance has steadily
expanded eastward, swallowing 14 countries in Central and Eastern Europe,
including several on Russia's Western borders. This despite a promise by

the U.5. to Russia that NATO would not expand after the Cold War.'
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