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The U.S. and its European allies are deliberately inflaming a dangerous situation on
the border of Poland and Belarus. Thousands of refugees fleeing U.S./European-
instigated wars in  West  Asia  and North Africa have gathered at  the border in
Belarus demanding entry to the European Union and respect for their international
human rights. But the far-right-wing government of Poland, backed by Washington
and the EU, refuses to let them in. 

NATO member Poland is building up its military and police forces on the border.
Refugees attempting to cross have been gassed and beaten by Polish security forces.
Western governments and media lay the blame on Belarus, which is struggling to
provide  humanitarian  aid  to  the  refugees  despite  suffering  under  Western
sanctions.  

Belarus and its ally Russia have called on Poland and the EU to hold high-level
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consultations to peacefully resolve the growing humanitarian crisis. Instead, NATO
— the U.S./West European-dominated military alliance — has launched snap war
games in the Black Sea. British military advisors were dispatched to aid Polish
troops at the border.  Right-wing governments in Lithuania,  Ukraine,  Latvia and
Estonia are further militarizing their borders.

What is the U.S. interest in this crisis? Besides its long-term military aims against
Russia, Washington has an immediate interest in a regional war to disrupt the flow
of Russian gas to Western Europe as cold weather sets in. This would drive up fuel
prices and fatten the bottom line of U.S. Big Energy companies.

The U.S. and EU often brandish charges of “human rights violations” against any
government that refuses to bend to their will, while they blatantly violate the human
rights of refugees and migrants. This is true in Europe, just as it is in the U.S. with
the racist Trump-Biden policies toward migrants and refugees from Central America,
Haiti  and  elsewhere.  The  recent  exposure  of  the  horrific  whippings  of  Haitian
refugees by U.S. border agents show the depths of U.S. immigration policies.

Belarus, recently the target of a failed “color revolution,” is being demonized like
Cuba, Venezuela and other governments under U.S.-EU sanctions. Yet the corporate
media buries the Polish government’s horrendous attacks on women’s reproductive
rights and the promotion of fascism by Poland and other regional regimes.

Sanctions are an act of war. Now the EU is using the threat of “secondary sanctions”
against businesses and third countries, of the kind that have done so much damage
to Cuba and Venezuela during the pandemic, to force airlines to ban residents of
Afghanistan, Iraq, Syria, Yemen and other countries from flying to Belarus.

The U.S. and EU are playing with the lives of refugees, the people of Belarus and the
whole region, as well as working people in Europe who need access to affordable
heat.  A  regional  military  conflict  could  quickly  escalate  into  a  full-blown
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international  war  between  the  U.S./NATO  and  Russia  and  its  allies.

We call on anti-war activists, advocates for refugees and migrant rights, and all
progressive people to join us to demand:

Solidarity with refugees! 
From the European Union to the U.S.: LET THEM ALL IN!
U.S./NATO, stop playing with people’s lives!
Stop provocative NATO war games in the Black Sea! 
Hands off Belarus!

Initiated by Socialist Unity Party (U.S.) and Struggle-La Lucha newspaper 

Signers (list in formation):
Prof.  Jose  Maria  Sison,  chairperson  emeritus,  International  League  of  Peoples’
Struggle
Berta Joubert-Ceci, initiator, International Tribunal on U.S. Colonial Crimes against
Puerto Rico
Jesus Rodriguez-Espinoza, editor, Orinoco Tribune, Venezuela
Federico Guillermo Bonthuis Abogado, Coordinadora Revolucionaria Simon Bolivar,
Argentina
Darya Mitina, secretary for international affairs, Central Committee of the United
Communist Party, Russia
Massimiliano Ay, general secretary of the Communist Party (Switzerland) and MP of
the Republic and Canton of Ticino, Switzerland
Jürgen Geppert, deputy chairman, Communist Party of Germany (KPD)
Sergei Kirichuk, coordinator, Borotba (Struggle), Ukraine/Donbass
Alexey Albu, coordinator, Borotba (Struggle), Ukraine/Donbass
Panagiotis  Papadomanolakis,  journalist,  co-organizer  of  Panhellenic  Antiwar
Kinematic  Coordination  (PAKC),  Greece
Stanislav Retinsky, secretary, Central Committee of the Communist Party of the
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Donetsk People’s Republic
John Parker and Sharon Black, coordinators, Socialist Unity Party, U.S.
Phil Wilayto, coordinator, Odessa Solidarity Campaign, U.S.
Dr. Balwinder Singh Tiwana, former professor, Punjabi University, India
Milos Raickovich, composer and activist, Brooklyn, NY
Lamprini Thoma, journalist, Greece
Dr.  Dimitrios  S.  Patelis,  professor  of  philosophy,  Technical  University  of  Crete,
Greece
Galina Tishchenko, Lugansk People’s Republic
Bistra Staykova, Bulgaria
Ruby Arnone, Minneapolis, U.S.
Boris Ikhlov, Russia
Women In Struggle / Mujeres En Lucha, U.S.
Communist Party (Switzerland)
Communist Revolutionary Action, Greece
Communist Workers League, U.S.
Harriet Tubman Center for Social Justice, Los Angeles
Peoples Power Assembly, Baltimore
Solidarity with Novorossiya & Antifascists in Ukraine

To sign the statement, email refugeesolidarityvsnato@gmail.com

mailto:refugeesolidarityvsnato@gmail.com
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