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MAY 2 AT 1 PM EDT – 2 PM EDT
Remember Odessa: Solidarity with Antifascist People of Ukraine & Donbass
Union Square, 14th St. & Broadway, New York City

As part of the International Day of Action on the anniversary of the May 2, 2014,
massacre in Odessa, Ukraine, we will hold a vigil and information-sharing event at
Union Square. We will have signs and flyers to share, or bring your own!
——————-
No U.S.-Ukraine War on Donbass and Russia!
Stop the Drone Strikes on Civilians!
Stop Killing Children!
Justice for the Victims of the 2014 Odessa Massacre!
For  seven years  now,  the  right-wing government  of  Ukraine,  supported by  the
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United States and other Western powers, has been at war with the people of the
independent  Donetsk  and  Lugansk  republics  in  the  Donbass  region  of  Eastern
Europe. Some 14,000 people have been killed, according to the United Nations. The
people of Donetsk and Lugansk live under a brutal military blockade imposed by
Ukraine and its Western allies.
On March 22, a 71-year-old pensioner was killed by sniper fire near the capital of
Donetsk.
On April 3, in Aleksandrovskoye, Donetsk, a Ukrainian military drone strike killed
five-year-old Vladik Shikhov and wounded his 66-year-old grandmother.
On  April  4,  another  Ukrainian  drone  strike  wounded  a  civilian  in  Nikolaevka,
Lugansk.
Many  members  of  the  antifascist  People’s  Militia  have  also  been  killed  while
defending residents.
Since January, Ukraine has been building up its military forces on the front line of
the conflict.  It  uses prohibited weapons, targets civilians, schools and homes in
violation of international law and regional ceasefire agreements.
Battalions of troops affiliated with neo-Nazi organizations have been sent to the
region,  replacing  regular  Ukrainian  army  troops.  But  the  Ukrainian  and  U.S.
governments and mainstream media blame Donetsk and Lugansk for taking steps to
defend themselves, and threaten Russia for pledging to protect the people there if
Ukraine invades.
Meanwhile, workers of all nationalities across Ukraine suffer repression, joblessness
and price hikes while their government sells off the country’s resources to Wall
Street.
The U.S. government, under both the Trump and Biden administrations, desperately
wants to stop the Nord Stream 2 pipeline project that would allow Germany and
other Western European countries to purchase Russian gas. Children, elders and
other civilians in Donetsk and Lugansk are considered expendable targets by Kiev
and Washington as they try to provoke a crisis to give them an excuse to further
NATO military expansion and punish Russia.
In recent days, the U.S. and NATO have been warning of a Russian military build-up
near the Ukrainian border, but never mention that one of the largest U.S. Army-led
military exercises in decades has begun and will run until June: Defender Europe
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2021, with 28,000 troops from 27 countries operating in a dozen countries from the
Balkans to the Black Sea, which borders both Russia and Ukraine. This is where the
real danger of war is coming from. We say no!
Our joint call for international actions is related as well to another horrific tragedy.
May 2,  2021,  marks  the  seventh  anniversary  of  the  Odessa  Massacre,  when a
massive mob led by openly fascist organizations murdered scores of people at the
House of Trade Unions in Odessa, Ukraine. In February of that year, a right-wing
coup backed by the U.S. government overthrew the elected president of Ukraine,
unleashing  neo-Nazi  organizations  against  anyone  thought  to  oppose  the  coup,
especially Ukrainian citizens of Russian ancestry.
It  was that coup – rarely mentioned by any Western media in coverage of  the
region’s current rising tensions – that led to the majority-ehtnic Russian people of
Donetsk and Lugansk to declare themselves independent of Ukraine. For the same
reason, the majority-Russian ethnic people of Crimea held a referendum in which
they decided to reunite with the Russian Republic, which they had once been a part
of.  It  was  the  right-wing  coup  that  precipitated  these  events,  not  “Russian
aggression.”
On May 2, in Odessa, a multi-ethnic city on the Black Sea, progressives had gathered
outside  the  House  of  Trade  Unions  on  Kulikovo  square  and  were  gathering
signatures on a petition demanding that the Odessa province have the right to elect
its  own  governor,  rather  than  be  appointed  by  the  new  right-wing  central
government.
Without  warning,  they  were  attacked  by  a  much  larger,  fascist-led  mob.  They
retreated into the five-story trade union building, which the mob then set on fire. At
least 42 people died from the flames, smoke inhalation or from being beaten to
death after jumping from the building’s windows to escape the fire. To date, not one
person has been convicted of participating in the massacre, even though there are
scores of  cellphone videos of  the events.  (Just  google “May 2,  2014,  Odessa.”)
Further, the Ukrainian government has never allowed an independent international
investigation of the tragedy. Meanwhile, the U.S. government continues to support
both the Ukrainian government and the neo-Nazi organizations that back the coup
and led the attack in Odessa.
Some of these organizations, including the Azov Battalion, have linked up with U.S.
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white-supremacist groups, providing them with paramilitary training.
Each year on May 2, despite the threat of attacks by the fascists, Odessans gather at
the site of the massacre to pay their respects to those who died there. And each
year, antifascist organizations throughout the world hold local actions to show their
support and to press the Odessans’ demand for an international investigation into
the  t ragedy .  (For  more  in fo rmat ion  on  the  Odessa  Massacre ,
see:  https://odessasolidaritycampaign.org.)
The people of the United States, United Kingdom, the countries of the European
Union or any other country would gain nothing from a war with Russia, the only
purpose of which would be to promote the profits of Big Oil, other corporations and
banks. We are the ones who would pay the price, in blood and resources. We don’t
want U.S. troops or any other soldiers to be sent to fight and die in another needless
conflict. And we cry out against the U.S. proxy regime in Ukraine killing our sisters
and brothers in Donetsk and Lugansk.
End U.S. aid to the Kiev regime! End all U.S. wars and sanctions!
In solidarity with the progressive people of Ukraine, we demand the following:
1 – An independent international investigation into the Odessa Massacre of May 2,
2014.
2 – An end to support by the governments of the United States and other Western
powers for the neo-Nazi organizations such as Right Sector, Svoboda Party, C-14
militias and the Azov Battalion.
3 – An end to military support for the Ukrainian government in its war on the people
of Donbass, who refuse to be dominated by the right-wing government.
4.  Pressure  the  Ukrainian  government  to  outlaw the  neo-Nazi  organizations  in
Ukraine.
5. Ban entry to the U.S. or countries of the European Union and their allies by any
members of Ukrainian neo-Nazi organizations.
6.  An  international  Investigation  into  the  financing  of  Ukrainian  neo-Nazi
organizations by Ukrainian official leadership, with the imposition of international
sanctions on those found guilty.
Further, we call on all progressive organizations around the world to hold vigils,
rallies, public meetings and other events on May 2 to raise the above demands.
——————————————————

https://odessasolidaritycampaign.org/
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This Statement was initiated by the U.S. organizations Odessa Solidarity Campaign
(http://odessasolidaritycampaign.org) and Solidarity with Novorossiya & Antifascists
in Ukraine (https://www.facebook.com/UkraineAntifaSolidarity) and is supported by
the Union of Political Emigrants and Political Prisoners of Ukraine, among many
other organizations.
TO ENDORSE THIS STATEMENT, REPORT ON LOCAL MAY 2 EVENTS OR FOR
MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:
ODESSA SOLIDARITY CAMPAIGN
email DefendersFJE@hotmail.com. Please state whether the endorsement is by an
individual or an organization.
STATEMENT ENDORSERS (as of April 25, 2021):
Organizations:
Anti-NATO Group Berlin-Brandenburg
Communist Party of the Donetsk People’s Republic
Frente Unido América Latina, Berlin
Global Network Against Weapons and Nuclear Power in Space
Red Square / Molotov Club
Struggle-La Lucha newspaper
Union of Political Emigrants and Political Prisoners of Ukraine
United Labour Federation of Bangladesh
Virginia Defenders for Freedom, Justice & Equality
Workers Party of Bangladesh
Individuals:
Bahman Azad – Executive Secretary, U.S. Peace Council
Dr. Alexander Bahar – Historiker und Publizist, Heilbronn
Dieter  Becker  –  Mitglied,  Gesellschaft  zum  Schutz  von  Bürgerrecht  und
Menschenwürde (GBM e. V.) — Ostdeutsches Kuratorium von Verbänden (OKV e.V.)
Barbara und Gerald Böhm – Mitglieder der ISOR e.V., Vorsitzender der TIG Leipzig
Joachim Bonatz – Stv. Vorsitzender ISOR e.V.
Dr. Adam Broinowski – Historian and theatre maker, Australia
Heinrich Buecker – Member,  German Peace Council,  World Beyond War Berlin,
Coop Anti-War-Café
Harry Cason – Lecturer, City University of New York/College of Staten Island, New

http://odessasolidaritycampaign.org/
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York City
Maren Cronsnest – Anti-NATO-Gruppe Berlin Brandenburg, Frente Unido América
Latina — Mitglied der VVN/BdA Berlin
Renate Döhr – Irlandgruppe Omegam, Berlin
Gedrius Grabauskas – Chairperson, Lithuanian Socialist Front
Robert Remarque Grund – Friedenaktivist und nichtständige — Vertretungsperson
des Weltverbandes der Gehörlosen in Pjöngjang
Abul Hussain – President, United Labour Federation of Bangladesh
Claudia Karas – AG Palästina/Frankfurt
Andrey Kochetov – Trade Unions’ Federation of Lugansk Peoples’ Republic
Anton Latzo, Prof Dr. Habil – Politikwissenschftler, Historiker
Klaus Linder – Deutscher Freidenker-Verband, Berlin
Joe Lombardo – United National Antiwar Coalition (UNAC), USA
Dr. Nancy Larenas Ojeda – Freundschaftsgesellschaft Salvador Allende e.V, Berlin —
Coordinador Alemania Partido Communista Chile
Axel Plasa, Journalist – Frente Unido América Latina, Berlin
Cornelia Praetorius – Berlin
Jesus  Rodriguez-Espinoza  –  Editor  Orinoco  Tribune,  Independent  News  Outlet,
Caracas
Michael Scheinberg – progressive activist, college teacher, USA
Donatas Shultsas – Chairperson, Lithuanian Union on Human Rights;
Regina Silbermann –  Spokesperson of  LAG German-Russian Friendship,  Saxony,
Germany
Bijan Tavassoli – Vorstand Freidenker Nord, Hamburg
Tobias Thiele – Musiker, Berlin
Mauro Valderrama – Lehrer, Mitglied Frente Unido America Latina, Coordinator
Partido Communista Peru, Berlin
Peter Weinfurth – Editor, Linke Zeitung
Phil  Wilayto  –  Coordinator,  Odessa  Solidarity  Campaign;  Editor,  The  Virginia
Defender
Carolus Wimmer –  President,  Committee for  International  Solidarity  and Peace,
COSI former President of the Latin American Parliament, GPV, 2014-2015



https://www.struggle-la-lucha.org/2021/04/27/new-york-may-2-remember-odessa-solidarity-with-antifascist-people-of-ukraine-donbass/ 

8 

https://www.struggle-la-lucha.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/strugglelalucha256.png

