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Protest car caravan by teachers in Howard County, Md., against officials’ plan to
resume in-person classes, Feb. 17.

On any random day in February, you can visit the New York Times, Washington Post,
CNN, and local media from Los Angeles to Chicago, and see several stories side by
side:

Schools should be reopened immediately, even before teachers and other1.
school  workers  are  vaccinated.  So  say  the  cherry-picked  “experts”  and
President Joe Biden’s new CDC director, echoing Democratic mayors and
governors, as well as the Republicans.
Governors are relaxing restrictions around the country on indoor dining,2.
gyms, etc., as there is some decline in new COVID-19 cases, though the rate
of infections and deaths is still far above what it was last summer and fall.
There  are  several  new,  more  infectious  variants  of  the  virus  spreading3.
abroad that have started to reach the U.S., as well as possible U.S. variants.
Experts say a “perfect storm” of new infections is brewing — some of which
may be more dangerous to children. People should start to double mask and
be extra cautious about maintaining social distancing.

There is  no effort  by the champions of  corporate journalism to reconcile  these
glaring contradictions, which replicate almost exactly the situation under Donald
Trump with a shiny new Biden sheen. (What it really means is more pressure on
unions and communities to conform with Wall Street’s wishes now that the country’s
top office holders are Democrats, even though they are just continuing Trump-era
policies.)

Instead of doubling down on safety and providing for the needs of the population
until  the  original  virus  and  new variants  are  safely  contained  — as  has  been
successfully done in socialist countries like China and Vietnam — the first dip in
infections brings a mad dash to reopen businesses and force more workers into

https://gothamist.com/news/teachers-dont-have-be-vaccinated-safely-reopen-schools-cdc-says-new-memo
https://gothamist.com/news/teachers-dont-have-be-vaccinated-safely-reopen-schools-cdc-says-new-memo
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/02/14/world/covid-19-coronavirus/the-cdc-director-tries-to-build-confidence-in-school-reopenings-regardless-of-teacher-vaccinations
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/02/14/world/covid-19-coronavirus/us-governors-are-easing-restrictions-but-the-virus-variant-news-keeps-getting-worse
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/02/14/world/covid-19-coronavirus/a-new-study-identifies-seven-us-virus-variants-with-the-same-worrying-mutation
https://www.chicagotribune.com/coronavirus/ct-covid-19-cps-ctu-union-vote-schools-reopen-20210210-k6453s2syndw7gilvmwn3learm-story.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/coronavirus/ct-covid-19-cps-ctu-union-vote-schools-reopen-20210210-k6453s2syndw7gilvmwn3learm-story.html
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unsafe (and potentially deadly) conditions. 

This is the irrationality of capitalism writ large. 488,000+ deaths in the U.S. and
climbing.
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