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Solidarity beats bac

Community and women's groups were banned by social media monopoly

By Greg Butterfield

Social media network Facebook is relied upon by
millions of people around the globe for commu-
nication. But under billionaire CED Mark Zucker
berg and his fellow owners, Facebook serves the
interests of profit, not people. Facebook launched
its latest attack on leftists and people’s organiza
tions shortly after the inauguration of President
Joe Biden

Pages of several left organizations in the US
and Britain were summarily removed on Jan. 21-22
Hundreds of activists affiliated with those pages
had their Facehook profiles “disabled” — that is,
banned. When activis ied to appeal the deci-
sion, they were all notified that the ban was per
manent and could not be appealed due to alleged,
unspecified "violations of community standards "

It the US, the pages of the Peoples Power As-
semmbly, a leading anti-police brutality group based
in Baltimaore, and Women In Struggle/Mujeres En
Lucha, & natiomvide woinen's arganization affili-
ated with the Women's International Democratic
Federation, were removed by Facebook.

Sixteen activists who perform administrative
duties on those pages — many of them contrib-
utors to Struggle-La Lucha newspaper and mem-
bers of the Socialist Unity Party across the U8,

wene banned. As a result, several other pages
administered by these activists were silenced,
including the Atlanta Peoples Power Assembly,
Prisoners Solidarity Committee, Solidarity with
Antifascists in Novorossiva and Ukraine, and
Youth Against War & Raclsm
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The Socialist Workers Party
of Britain, one of that country’s
largest left parties, was sim-
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cialist Web Site in the US and
in Britain, where the group has been a vocal part
of the movement to prevent the extradition of
Wikileaks founder Julian Assange

These organizations quickly took legal actions
to challenge the Facebook bans, carried out media
campaigns, and urged supporters and movement
allies to hombard Facebook with protests.

As aresult, by Jan. 27 most of the disabled pages
had been restored. Many of the affected activists
learned of the reversal only by word-of-mouth
Facebook offered no explanation for the bans or
notification of the sudden reversal.

According to a report in the Finar Timies
— the British equivalent of the Wall Street Jous-
nal — “Faceboolk sabd it had mistakenly removed
a number of far-left political accounts, citing an
‘automation error,' triggering wproar from so-
clalists who accused the social media platform of
censorship.

"Facebook did not respand to requests to clarify
how the error had occurred and why it had affect
wd the peesonal accounts of socialist figures"

Power concedes nothing without demand

"It was solidarity that won the reversal,” said
Sharon Black of the Peoples Power Assembly. She
pointed out that there was no avenue to restore
the pages until the targeted groups alerted sup-
porters and media and threatened legal action

“We began to hear from many other activists
about unfair censorship and arbitrary Facebook
decisions, without a clear appeals process. Most
impacted have been Black, Latink, Pal-
BIPOC [Black, Indigenous and People
¥ women and other communities whose
woices have too often been marginalized.”

[For years, Facebook and other U.5.-based social
media monopolies have frequently silenced left
organizations and activists fighting for nation
al liberation and opposing LS. wars and racism,
while ultraright groups allied with ULS. imperial
ism and police agencies were given free rein, Only
in the wake of mass outrage following the Jan.
6 coup attempt at the Capitol have hatemonger

Donald Trump and some of his racist allies faced
restrictions.

Media outlets based in other countries that
present critical views of LLS, actions are also fre-
quently silenced. Latin America-based telesUr,
Iran's Press TV and the Korean Central News
Agency are amang those routinely suppressed

While Facebook was shutting down activists'
accounts in the U%. and Britain, its counterpart
Twitter was targeting Latin American socialists,

The official Twitter account of the Venezue
lan National Assembly, which recently elected a
pro-socialist majority, was shut down Jan. 22, But
the account of the previous National Assembly
headed by U5 -backed coup leader Juan Guaidd is
s18ll active, "Double standards,” declared Vene-
zuela’s democratically elected president, Nicolis
Maduro,

Meanwhile, the Twitter accounts of the Bo-
livarian Movement for a New Colombia and the
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