Washington Jan. 25: No War on
Iran! Global Day of Protest

written by Struggle - La Lucha
January 14, 2020

Saturday, January 25, 2020 at 12:00 PM - 2:00 PM EST

The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, Washington D.C. 20500

The People of the World Say: No War On Iran!

The Trump administration is dragging the United States into a war with Iran that
could engulf the whole region and could quickly turn into a global conflict of
unpredictable scope and the gravest consequences.

https://www.struggle-la-lucha.org/2020/page/81/
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The people of the world need to rise up and stop it. For all who believe in peace, for
all who are opposed to yet another catastrophic war, now is the time to take action.
On Saturday, January 25 in cities across the globe, there will be protests against a
new war in the Middle East. Please join us.

Visit this link to have a protest organized in your city listed!

https://bit.ly/2QXDTLk

Initiators for this call include the ANSWER Coalition, CODEPINK, Popular
Resistance, Black Alliance for Peace, National Iranian-American Council (NIAC),
Veterans For Peace, US Labor Against the War (USLAW), Women'’s International
League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF), United National Anti-War Committee,
Pastors for Peace/Interreligious Foundation for Community Organization,
International Action Center, United For Peace and Justice, Alliance For Global
Justice (AFGJ), December 12th Movement, World Beyond War, Dorothy Day Catholic
Worker, Dominican Sisters/ICAN, Nonviolence International, Food Not Bombs and
many other anti-war and peace organizations.

To add your name as an endorser visit this link: https://bit.ly/2MY5LNR
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Los Angeles Jan. 25: No War on
Iran! Global Day of Protest

written by Struggle - La Lucha
January 14, 2020
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Saturday, January 25, 2020 at 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM PST

Los Angeles City Hall
Los Angeles, California 90012

The People of the World Say: No War On Iran!

The Trump administration is dragging the United States into a war with Iran that
could engulf the whole region and could quickly turn into a global conflict of
unpredictable scope and the gravest consequences.

The people of the world need to rise up and stop it. For all who believe in peace, for
all who are opposed to yet another catastrophic war, now is the time to take action.
On Saturday, January 25 in cities across the globe, there will be protests against a
new war in the Middle East. Please join us.

Visit this link to have a protest organized in your city listed!
https://bit.ly/2QXDTLk

Initiators for this call include the ANSWER Coalition, CODEPINK, Popular
Resistance, Black Alliance for Peace, National Iranian-American Council (NIAC),
Veterans For Peace, US Labor Against the War (USLAW), Women'’s International
League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF), United National Anti-War Committee,
Pastors for Peace/Interreligious Foundation for Community Organization,
International Action Center, United For Peace and Justice, Alliance For Global
Justice (AFGJ), December 12th Movement, World Beyond War, Dorothy Day Catholic
Worker, Dominican Sisters/ICAN, Nonviolence International, Food Not Bombs and
many other anti-war and peace organizations.

To add your name as an endorser visit this link: https://bit.ly/2MY5LNR
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NYC Jan. 25: No War on Iran!
Global Day of Protest

written by Struggle - La Lucha
January 14, 2020
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Saturday, January 25, 2020 at 12:00 PM - 3:00 PM EST

Columbus Circle
New York, New York

The People of the World Say:
No War On Iran!

The Trump administration is dragging the United States into a war with Iran that
could engulf the whole region and could quickly turn into a global conflict of
unpredictable scope and the gravest consequences.

The people of the world need to rise up and stop it. For all who believe in peace, for
all who are opposed to yet another catastrophic war, now is the time to take action.
On Saturday, January 25 in cities across the globe, there will be protests against a
new war in the Middle East. Please join us.

Initiators for this call include the United National Anti-War Committee, ANSWER,
CODEPINK, Popular Resistance, Black Alliance for Peace, National Iranian-American
Council (NIAC), Veterans For Peace, US Labor Against the War (USLAW), Women's
International League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF), Pastors for
Peace/Interreligious Foundation for Community Organization, International Action
Center, United For Peace and Justice, Alliance For Global Justice (AFG]J), December
12th Movement, World Beyond War, Dorothy Day Catholic Worker, Dominican
Sisters/ICAN, Nonviolence International, Food Not Bombs and many other anti-war
and peace organizations.

On Facebook

https://www.struggle-la-lucha.org/2020/page/81/
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Baltimore Jan. 16: Commemorate
Dr. King Jr. Film Screening &
Organizing Meeting

written by Struggle - La Lucha
January 14, 2020
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AT THE RIVER | STAND

Hosted by Peoples Power Assembly

Thursday, January 16, 2020 at 6:30 PM - 8:30 PM EST

Peoples Power Assembly
2011 N Charles St, Baltimore, Maryland 21218

FREE screening of “At The River I Stand” in memory of Dr. King Jr’'s legacy and the
Sanitation Workers Strike of 1968

After the film we will discuss the Prisoners Solidarity Committee Justice for Marlyn
Barnes campaign and the upcoming Dr. King Jr. March: Say No to War & Racism
this Saturday, January 18th

Doors open at 6:30 pm
Film starts at 7 pm sharp

https://www.struggle-la-lucha.org/2020/page/81/
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New Orleans Jan. 25: Global Day of
Resistance: No War in Iran!

written by Struggle - La Lucha
January 14, 2020
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NO MORE IMPERIALIST WARS!
NO MORE IMPERIALIST LIES!
SOL]DARITY WITH WORKERS AND PEOPLE
OF IRAN! <

JOBS!

STAND IN SOLIDARITY WITH & "_
THE PEOPLE OF THE MIDDLE EAST

https://www.struggle-la-lucha.org/2020/page/81/
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Hosted by New Orleans Workers Group

Saturday, January 25, 2020 at 2:00 PM CST

Duncan Plaza
1201 Perdido St, New Orleans, Louisiana 70112

On Facebook

U.S. refuses to leave Iraq, tightens
siege on Iran

written by Struggle - La Lucha

January 14, 2020

Iraq’s parliament and prime minister have asked the U.S. to end its 16-year
occupation of their country. The Trump regime, which claims it wants to “end
forever wars,” is refusing to bring them home. It is instead sending more troops,
ships and planes to the region.

https://www.struggle-la-lucha.org/2020/page/81/
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On Jan. 5, Iraq’s elected parliament passed a resolution calling for U.S. troops to
leave. Trump responded by threatening the war-torn country with “sanctions like
they’ve never seen before.” He also demanded Iraq reimburse the U.S. military for
the costs of the U.S. bases there.

In a Jan. 9 phone call, Iragi Prime Minister Adil Abdul-Mahdi asked U.S. Secretary of
State Pompeo to make plans for U.S. troops to leave his country. Pompeo said no.

State Department spokesperson Morgan Ortagus said U.S. troops in Iraq are “a
force for good” and would not leave. “At this time, any delegation sent to Iraq would
be dedicated to discussing how to best recommit to our strategic partnership — not
to discuss troop withdrawal, but our right, appropriate force posture in the Middle
East,” she said.

Ortagus repeated the Trump regime’s pretext for keeping U.S. troops in Iraq and
Syria — the fight against ISIS. But on Jan. 3, in a cowardly sneak attack, the U.S. Air
Force murdered two leaders of the fight against ISIS and al-Qaida in the region —
Gen. Qassem Soleimani of Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) and Abu
Mahdi Muhandis, deputy chief of Iraq’s Popular Mobilization Units (PMU).

In reality, the U.S., Israel and Saudi Arabia have covertly armed and funded ISIS, al-
Qaida and other terrorist organizations in Syria and in Iraq. The Syrian Army, Iraqi
Popular Mobilization Units, Iranian Revolutionary Guards, the Lebanese Resistance
and Russia have borne the brunt of the fight against them. While U.S. troops occupy
Syria’s oil fields, the Trump regime has openly authorized large arms shipments to
al-Qaida forces holding the Syrian city of Idlib.

Soleimani was on peace mission

The two commanders were assassinated on Iraqi soil at Donald Trump’s orders. Gen.
Soleimani had landed in Iraq to meet Prime Minister Mahdi.

https://www.struggle-la-lucha.org/2020/page/81/
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It was a peace mission. The Iraqgi prime minister was trying to reduce tension
between Iran and Saudi Arabia. That is something the Trump oil-money regime does
not want to see happen.

The assassination of two leaders of countries with which the U.S. isn’t at war is a
crime under international and U.S. law. It is “a crime against peace,” the highest
level of war crime.

It wasn’t the Pentagon’s only war crime that day. U.S. forces also tried but failed to
assassinate IRGC officer Abdul Reza Shahlai in Yemen.

Shahlai was advising Yemeni forces resisting the brutal U.S.-backed Saudi siege war
that has killed 85,000 Yemeni children and threatens millions with starvation. In
April, Trump vetoed a congressional resolution limiting U.S. involvement in the
Yemen war.

Three days earlier, the U.S. Air Force bombed Iraqi soldiers deployed to fight ISIS,
killing 25. In response, Iraqgi protesters stormed the huge U.S. Embassy in Baghdad.
The Soleimani-Muhandis assassinations prompted the Iragi government to call for
U.S. withdrawal.

Sanctions are siege warfare

At a Jan. 8 press conference, Trump appeared to back down from a direct military
attack on Iran. For now. However, he made clear that the U.S. siege against the
Iranian people will intensify. That includes new economic sanctions against the oil-
rich country, hitting its mining, construction, manufacturing and textile sectors.

Sanctions are siege warfare. Tens of thousands of Iranians have already died from
U.S.-imposed sanctions, which seriously hurt the country’s health care system.

Reflecting broad anti-war sentiment in the U.S., the Democrat-controlled House of

https://www.struggle-la-lucha.org/2020/page/81/
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Representatives passed a resolution restricting Trump’s war-making powers. It will
likely die in the Republican-controlled Senate. Trump had stated that his tweets
constituted legal notification for Congress of U.S. military action.

Leading Democrats had castigated Trump last year when he pretended to withdraw
U.S. troops from Syria. On Dec. 12, 188 Democrats joined the GOP in voting for
Trump’s $788 billion war budget.

Millions Honor Soleimani

Gen. Soleimani’s three-day funeral, held in several cities, was one of the largest in
history. Millions turned out to honor him, not only in Iran, but in Iraq, Lebanon,
Syria and Yemen. Christian churches held masses in his honor. Leaders of Iran’s
Jewish community visited Soleimani’s family.

Soleimani is a hero across the region for organizing resistance to the U.S.-Israel-
Saudi axis and its wars in Iraq, Lebanon, Palestine, Syria and Yemen. [n a rare
interview on Oct. 19, Soleimani revealed he had served in Lebanon during the 2006
Israeli invasion.

Before Gen. Soleimani was laid to rest, the Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps fired
a farewell salute of rockets at two U.S. military occupation bases in Iraq. Yemeni
Resistance forces hit a U.S.-Saudi base the same day.

Iran’s Ayatollah Ali Khameini described the rocket attack, which destroyed planes
and buildings, as “a slap in the face” to U.S. imperialism. "What is important about
confrontation is that the military action as such is not sufficient,” Ayatollah
Khamenei continued. “What is important is that the seditious American presence in
the region must end.”

Airline passengers’ blood on Trump regime’s hands

https://www.struggle-la-lucha.org/2020/page/81/
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Hours after the rockets hit U.S. bases, an Iranian surface-to-air missile struck
Ukrainian Airlines Flight 752, which had just taken off from Tehran’s Imam
Khomeini International Airport. All 176 passengers and crew, Iranians, Ukrainians
and Canadians, died.

Iranian air defenses were on high alert after repeated threats from Washington. On
Jan. 5, Trump tweeted, “We have targeted 52 Iranian sites ... some at a very high
level & important to Iran & the Iranian culture, and those targets, and Iran itself,
WILL BE HIT VERY FAST AND VERY HARD.”

South Carolina Sen. Lindsey Graham threatened an attack on Iran’s oil facilities.

[ranian President Hassan Rouhani and Iranian military commanders have taken
responsibility for the tragedy. The officer who ordered the shootdown and others
will be prosecuted.

This is a very different attitude than that of the U.S. government. On July 3, 1988,
the U.S. guided missile cruiser Vincennes shot down Iran Air Flight 655 off the coast
of Iran. All 290 aboard died.

Capt. William Rogers III, who ordered the massacre, suffered no consequence.
President George H.W. Bush said, “I will never apologize for the United States — I
don’t care what the facts are. ... I'm not an apologize-for-America kind of guy.”

Trump and the U.S. military deliberately created the state of war in which this
tragedy happened. The blood is on their hands. The 176 deaths must number among
the millions of casualties caused by Washington’s wars in the region. We cannot
allow this tragedy to be a pretext for further attacks on Iran.

The U.S. killing spree continues

Meanwhile, on Jan. 9, a U.S. drone strike in Afghanistan killed 60 civilians. A day
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earlier, an air strike, likely by Israel’s U.S.-armed Air Force, murdered eight Iraqi
soldiers near the Syrian border.

Trump’s Jan. 8 press conference was filled with lies and threats. He opened by
saying, “Iran will not be allowed to have a nuclear weapon.”

The U.S. has 4,018 nuclear weapons. Trump has announced plans to build more. The
U.S.-armed and U.S.-funded Israeli settler state has a “secret” stash of nuclear
weapons, perhaps as many as 400.

Iran has long pledged not to develop the bomb. In May 2018, the U.S. pulled out of
the Joint Comprehensive Action Plan that the Obama administration had signed with
Iran, Britain, China, France, Germany and Russia. The JCPOA limits Iran’s
production of enriched uranium, even for peaceful purposes. On Jan. 5, after the
Soleimani assassination, Iran withdrew from the agreement.

Trillions for war, nothing for Puerto Rico, the disabled, the hungry or
veterans

“The American military has been completely rebuilt under my administration, at a
cost of $2.5 trillion,” Trump bragged. “U.S. Armed Forces are stronger than ever
before. Our missiles are big, powerful, accurate, lethal, and fast. Under construction
are many hypersonic missiles,” he went on. Trump also called for expanding NATO
— the North Atlantic Treaty Organization — into the “Middle East.”

Meanwhile, the White House refuses to release $18 billion in disaster relief that
Congress appropriated for Puerto Rico. Two-thirds of Puerto Rico’s 3.2 million
people remain without power after an earthquake on Jan. 7. Tens of thousands of
Puerto Ricans remain homeless. While the U.S. spends billions to occupy Iraq, arm
racist Israel and surround Iran, the Trump regime is cutting food stamps, Social
Security disability benefits and even veterans’ benefits.
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Trump also repeated the lie that the Obama administration “gave” Iran $1.8 billion
to sign the JCPOA. That money was Iran’s own, held by the U.S. for nearly 40 years.
Stolen from the Iranian people, it was stashed by the U.S. puppet shah in Wall Street
banks before the 1979 Revolution. Some of it had been paid by the Shah for U.S.
arms shipments that the Islamic Republic canceled.

The Shah of Iran was restored to Iran’s throne in 1953 after a CIA-orchestrated coup
overthrew popularly elected Prime Minister Mohammed Mossadegh. During the next
25 years, his tyrannical regime became Chase Manhattan Bank’s largest depositor
and the best overseas paying customer of the U.S. military-industrial complex. When
the 1979 Revolution chased the shah off his throne, the Carter regime in Washington
froze Iran’s money.

No more blood for monopoly profits

U.S. wars and sanctions have wrought havoc and destruction from Afghanistan to
Yemen, from Iraq and Syria to Palestine and Libya. They are a desperate and futile
attempt to control and restrict the world energy supply in the interests of U.S. banks
and corporations, to keep the wealth of the world flowing into their coffers and
maintain their position in the world economy.

The Trump regime in particular is tied to the U.S. fracking industry. Mike Pompeo
was known as “the Congressman from Koch.” The U.S. invasion of Iraq created an
energy price bubble that gave birth to the U.S. fracking industry. That bubble has
collapsed, and the fracking industry is in crisis. So are the banks that finance it. The
oil-soaked gang in Washington no doubt dreams that a new war could bail them out.

Endless war is also a pretext to plunder working-class and oppressed people here to
support a bloated, parasitic military-industrial complex.

The people of Iraq, Iran, Syria and the entire region have made it clear that they do
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not want U.S. troops on their land or U.S. ships in their waters. They are demanding
that the U.S. leave. We need to build a mass people’s movement here to support
their just and righteous demand.

Australia’s fires fueled by capitalist
exploitation

written by Struggle - La Lucha
January 14, 2020

There just is no way to describe what is happening in Australia. The fifteen million
acres that are engulfed in flames are an area bigger than Switzerland. Even in
Sydney, the capital city, air quality has been from 10 to 17 times the level
considered hazardous and the skies are intermittently blood red from the glow of
nearby fires, and black with dangerous smoke.

Firefighters up and down the eastern coast of this driest continent on Earth report
walls of fire 100 meters tall. “Fire tornadoes” have flipped over fire trucks.
Persistently rotating updrafts caused by the heat that precedes the arrival of actual

https://www.struggle-la-lucha.org/2020/page/81/
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flames have caused supercell storms, the most severe category of thunderstorms.

Dozens of people have died and somewhere between 500 million and 1 billion
animals may have perished. Many smaller species will vanish completely. Thousands
have evacuated. At one point, four thousand people in Victoria made their way to the
relative safety of beaches with fire closing in on them, waiting for rescue.

The perilous situation has hit many First Nation communities even harder because
of government neglect. In many cases, only their own efforts have saved lives and
homes.

The village of Lake Tyers, in Eastern Victoria, has only a small water tank on a
pickup truck. The isolated peninsula is home to 200 residents and has one access
road. An all-Indigenous women'’s firefighting brigade whose members are part of the
council of their self-governing community are the firefighting team.

Charmaine Sellings leads the brigade and in an interview with the organization Now
to Love said: “Just one crack of lightning on a stormy day could be disastrous. ... We
are in extreme conditions. Our dams are empty and it’s not a good situation. The
crew will work around the clock. We hope for a quiet summer, but we fear the
worst.”

The Guardian reports that in Ulladulla on the south coast the fires had burned all the
way to the sand by early December. Just a few miles north of there is a protected
area called Murramarang — the site of archaeological finds that hold “the stories of
12,000 years of Yuin occupation in layers of stone tools, spear points, fish bones and
oyster shells,” according to an essay published in the Guardian by Lorena Allam, an
Indigenous writer. No one knows yet how much of these treasured artifacts will have
survived.

The administration of Prime Minister Scott Morrison is packed with energy industry-
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friendly, climate deniers - it’s been reported that over $29 billion annually is handed
over to fossil fuel companies. Australia is the 4th largest coal producer in the world
and the owners of coal and other sectors of the energy industry have government
officials in their back pocket. Billionaire Rupert Murdoch’s major newspaper, “The
Australian,” is doing its part by constantly assigning the blame for the fires to
arsonists.

Australia is a junior partner of the U.S. and Western European imperialist countries
with a large modern military. In 2018, it became the second largest purchaser of
military equipment in the world behind Saudi Arabia. But in the early weeks of the
crisis, as fires ripped through the country, the military was idle. Only after weeks of
raging fire and at least a month left of the fire season-as intense criticism
mounted-did Morrison finally call out naval ships to carry out evacuations from
southeast coastal villages.

Still the crisis is far from over. When the fires are extinguished and the smoke has
cleared in Australia, the billionaire owners of the mines that deplete precious water
resources, the agribusiness that burns forests to make way for profitable crops, the
right-wing media that downplay climate change, and the bought-and-paid-for
politicians will face a reckoning.
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Know your
imperialism?

written by Struggle - La Lucha
January 14, 2020
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enemy:
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The word “imperialism” is used a lot by people in the progressive and revolutionary
movement. What does it mean?

Some people think imperialism is just a cuss word that radicals use to put down
rotten government policies. But it’s more than that.

Imperialism is rooted in a particular economic system, capitalism, and benefits a
particular class, which Marxists call the bourgeoisie or ruling class. The bourgeoisie
is the super-wealthy class of corporate owners, bankers and big landlords.
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Progressives know that the United States acts in an imperialist way. The U.S.
government, which represents the ruling class, imposes its will on other countries by
economic, political and military means.

But imperialism is not a government policy put forth by one administration or
political party. It’s the economic system underlying all U.S. government policies,
liberal or conservative, Democratic or Republican.

Most people are taught that imperialism simply means a big country bullying a small
country. Sometimes that’s true, but it’s not a complete definition. In the wrong
hands, this seemingly common-sense definition can be dangerously misleading.

The U.S. government often accuses other governments of “imperialist” behavior.
Washington takes advantage of the common, but incomplete, idea of bigger country
vs. smaller country to turn public opinion against socialist and progressive
nationalist countries trying to maintain their independence.

For example, when Iraq invaded Kuwait in 1990, George Bush the First called the
Iraqi government imperialist. Bush neglected to mention that Iraq was responding to
provocations from the U.S.-controlled Kuwaiti monarchy, which was stealing Iraqi
oil.

He didn’t explain how Kuwait had been arbitrarily carved off from Iraq under British
colonial rule, or how the Iraqi people made a revolution in 1958 to be independent of
U.S./British domination.

Imperialism = monopoly capitalism

Not every capitalist country is imperialist. In fact, most of the world’s people live in
poor, underdeveloped capitalist countries like Iraq that are exploited by the
imperialist powers of the United States, Canada, Western Europe, Australia and
Japan.
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Capitalism developed first and reached its most advanced stage in those countries.
Imperialism exists by keeping the rest of the world enslaved and dependent on its
institutions, including the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund.

V.I. Lenin, the Russian revolutionary leader of the early 20th century, gave a
complete, scientific definition of imperialism in his 1916 booklet, “Imperialism, The

Highest Stage of Capitalism.”

He wrote: “If it were necessary to give the briefest definition of imperialism, we
should have to say that imperialism is the monopoly stage of capitalism.”

Using economic statistics and historical facts, Lenin showed how capitalism’s early,
free-market phase led to the creation of giant industrial and banking monopolies.

Cutthroat competition constantly bankrupted businesses. More successful rivals
gobbled these businesses up, until four, three, two or even a single monopoly
dominated whole industries.

This process of concentration into monopolies continues today on a much bigger
scale. Now giant monopolies absorb other giant monopolies. Some recent examples
are AT&T’s absorption of Time Warner, Amazon’s gobbling up of Whole Foods or
Facebook and Google’s buyout of multiple big apps and websites. The merger of
Walt Disney and Twentieth Century Fox, ExxonMobil, DaimlerChrysler and JP
Morgan Chase — the list goes on and on.

Banks dominate

As industrial monopolies grew, so did their hunger for profits. They fought
monopolies from the other imperialist powers for the right to dominate poorer
countries.

Rather than just exporting goods to these underdeveloped countries, the monopolies
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started to export capital — that is, they built factories, hired local labor and began to
produce goods at much lower cost and higher profit than in their “home” countries.

Bosses tossed extra crumbs to some workers in the imperialist countries to keep
class peace at home, while promoting racism and national chauvinism to stop
workers from uniting across borders.

The big banks came to dominate the expansion process. Banks control the flow of
money to the monopolies. Their representatives sit on the boards of most big
industrial corporations and exert decisive influence over business decisions.

Lenin said these five characteristics define imperialism, or monopoly capitalism:

“1) the concentration of production and capital has developed to such a high
stage that it has created monopolies which play a decisive role in economic life;

“2) the merging of bank capital with industrial capital, and the creation, on the
basis of this ‘finance capital,’ of a financial oligarchy;

“3) the export of capital as distinguished from the export of commodities
acquires exceptional importance;

“4) the formation of international monopolist capitalist combines which share
the world among themselves;

“5) the territorial division of the whole world among the biggest capitalist
powers is completed.”

Epoch of war and revolution
This territorial division of the world among the imperialists inevitably leads to war.

As the fortunes of each imperialist country rise or fall, those with the most power
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want to expand the proportion of the globe they control. Those whose grip is
weakening hold on for dear life.

Rather than eliminating competition, monopoly capitalism raises it to a higher and
deadlier level.

Sometimes the imperialists fight each other directly. That was the case during World
War I, when Lenin wrote his booklet on imperialism, and World War II.

At other times, they fight for domination through local proxies, like the U.S./German
rivalry that tore apart Yugoslavia. But both imperialist powers united to destroy the
Milosevic regime when it resisted their plans.

Finally, there are the wars of conquest fought to control strategic countries like
Afghanistan, or against governments and popular movements that resist imperialist
domination, like Iraq, Libya or Syria.

Sanctions are another form of war and often a prelude to military intervention, like
those imposed by the U.S. today against Iran, Venezuela, Cuba, the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea, Russia and Zimbabwe, to name a few.

But just as inevitably, the concentration of wealth and political power into fewer
hands leads to rebellions and revolutions. Imperialism contains within itself the
seeds of its own demise.

Social production vs. private ownership

By expanding capitalist production all over the globe, imperialism has created a
huge working class with nothing to lose and everything to gain by fighting for
power.

Imperialism has made production profoundly social. That means thousands of
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workers, often from dozens of countries, are involved in the production, distribution
and exchange of a single product or service.

Yet the fruits of this collective labor are robbed from the workers. The bosses, who
own the factories, stores, etc., take it for themselves in the form of profit. Wages
paid to the workers often don’t cover the basic necessities of life. Others just get by,
while millions go jobless.

But as Lenin pointed out, the monopolies are ripe for the workers to take over and
run themselves — to create social ownership in harmony with social production.

Ultimately, that’s how imperialism can be defeated: by targeting the diseased
economic system, not just its political symptoms.

It’s not enough to change a government policy or the party in power. The whole
system must be overturned and replaced by one that puts people’s needs first.
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Reclaim and honor Rev. Dr. King Jr. by resisting war and racism
A call to action on the Dr. King Jr. birthday week

STOP WAR ON IRAN

BALTIMORE MARCH TO WASHINGTON D.C.: Jan 18

Money for jobs, education, health care & people’s needs

In 1967 on April 4, Rev. Dr. King Jr., passionately spoke out against the Vietnam
war. He exclaimed that the bombs in Vietnam also exploded at home in our decaying
cities.
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These words are just as true today. Donald Trump and the trillion dollar oil and
fracking businesses stand to profit from a war on Iran and Iraq.while the people of
the world suffer.

In Baltimore, we remember Trump’s hateful racism in describing our city and
attacking Congressman Cummings. His insults hurled at our city are comparable to
his attempts to demonize the people of Iran and Iraq to justify war for oil profits.

This is the same white supremacist ideology that justifies the assassination of
foreign officials of color and the nearly one million Iraqi children killed by U.S. war.
These are war crimes. We will not be fooled by those who would dismiss the
humanity of our international family.

If war is to be declared in our name, let it be a war on racism, police terror, low
wages, homelessness and poverty. End anti-immigrant violence, sexism and
LGBTQ2S bigotry. Close the detention camps.

FEED THE PEOPLE, NOT THE PENTAGON

= This April 700,000 people will lose food stamps; millions will get fewer
benefits. In Baltimore, 22.2% of people, many of them children, go to bed
hungry. The loss of food stamps (SNAP benefits) will mean that many small
grocery stores will have to close their doors. But not the Pentagon! This year
the military got a $130 billion increase. In addition, social security disability
will be cut.

EDUCATION AND HEALTH CARE

» The children of Baltimore, DC and everywhere need clean lead-free drinking
water, more and better paid teachers, books and decent schools. Redirect
the billions for war to save our youth and pay for free universal health care
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for all.

LOW WAGES & WORKERS RIGHTS

» Close to half of the workers in the U.S. are poor! 53 million workers
between the ages of 18 to 64 — 44% of all workers — qualify as low-wage.
This amounts to a median income of $18,000 per year. Amazon and Walmart
refuse to respect workers rights to unionize. Amazon even threatened to fire
workers who spoke out against climate change.

PENTAGON, THE WORLD’S BIGGEST POLLUTER, SHUT IT DOWN

= Indigenous people courageously protected the Amazon rainforest from fires
and destruction. Now Australia is engulfed in flames threatening the
existence of an entire continent and killing millions of animals. Jakarta,
Indonesia home to 30 million people is literally sinking, destroyed by flood
waters. The capitalist climate crisis threatens the entire planet. The
Pentagon with it’s 800+ military bases and endless wars is one of the
world’s biggest polluters.

WAR BREEDS REPRESSION

= Police departments across this country are militarized, increasing racism
and repression. Globally the US is number one in mass incarceration. Yet the
problems of drug addiction, despair and violence continue. Instead of
investing in the community, Johns Hopkins has hired a private armed police
force.

ONLY THE PEOPLE CAN STOP THE WAR!
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The people of Baltimore are Marching on the Dr. King Jr. weekend. We invite you to
join us. If you cannot come to Baltimore, and we expect that many can’t, please hold
solidarity actions in your city, town, school or work place.

Now is the time to reclaim and honor Rev. Dr. King Jr. by resisting war and racism.

ENDORSE THE CALL

Endorsers: Peoples Power Assembly; Rev. CD Witherspoon; Rev. Annie Chambers,
Douglas Homes Community Leader; Youth Against War and Racism; Black Alliance
for Peace, Baltimore; ICE Out of Baltimore; Prisoners Solidarity Committee; The
Marlyn Barnes Family; Baltimore Peace Action; CODE Pink; Union del Barrio; Puerto
Rican Alliance; Popular Resistance; Union of Progressive Iranians; UNAC, United
National Antiwar Coalition; Harvard Boulevard Block Club of South Central Los
Angeles; Harriet Tubman Center for Social Justice; Plymouth Congregational United
Church of Christ; Peoples Alliance, Bay Area; Bail Out the People Movement,
Wisconsin; Women in Struggle/Mujeres en Lucha; Solidarity with Novorossiya &
Antifascists in Ukraine; Stand with Okinawa NY; International Concerned Family &
Friends of Mumia Abu-Jamal; Socialist Unity Party/Partido de Socialismo Unido;
Struggle - La Lucha; Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet, LA Province; Jennicet
Gutierrez; Phil Wilayto, editor, The Virginia Defender; William Camarada, Comité de
Solidaridad con Venezuela Alberto Lovera NYC; D19: Partido Libre USA Canada;
Baltimore City Green Party; Samidoun Palestinian Prisoner Solidarity Network;
Familia: TQLM; Malaya Movement, Baltimore; San Diego County Central Committee
of the Peace and Freedom Party of California; Communist Party of USA - Baltimore
Club; U.S. Peace Council; Freedom Road Socialist Organization; Ujima People’s
Progress Party; New Orleans Workers Group (list in formation)

DONATE HERE

VOLUNTEER & SUPPORT HERE
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N Charles Street & North Ave Y Knot Lot Baltimore MD 21218
A call to action on the Dr. King Jr. birthday week

STOP WAR & SANCTIONS ON IRAN
BALTIMORE MARCH TO WASHINGTON D.C.: Jan 18 to 20th
Money for jobs, education, health care & people’s needs

In 1967 on April 4, Rev. Dr. King Jr., passionately spoke out against the Vietnam
war. He exclaimed that the bombs in Vietnam also exploded at home in our decaying
cities.

These words are just as true today. Donald Trump and the trillion dollar oil and
fracking businesses stand to profit from a war on Iran and Iraq.while the people of
the world suffer.

In Baltimore, we remember Trump’s hateful racism in describing our city and
attacking Congressman Cummings. His insults hurled at our city are comparable to
his attempts to demonize the people of Iran and Iraq to justify war for oil profits.

This is the same white supremacist ideology that justifies the assassination of
foreign officials of color and the nearly one million Iraqi children killed by U.S. war.
These are war crimes. We will not be fooled by those who would dismiss the
humanity of our international family.

If war is to be declared in our name, let it be a war on racism, police terror, low
wages, homelessness and poverty. End anti-immigrant violence, sexism and
LGBTQ2S bigotry. Close the detention camps.

FEED THE PEOPLE, NOT THE PENTAGON
This April 700,000 people will lose food stamps; millions will get fewer benefits. In
Baltimore, 22.2% of people, many of them children, go to bed hungry. The loss of
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food stamps (SNAP benefits) will mean that many small grocery stores will have to
close their doors. But not the Pentagon! This year the military got a $130 billion
increase. In addition, social security disability will be cut.

EDUCATION AND HEALTH CARE

The children of Baltimore, DC and everywhere need clean lead-free drinking water,
more and better paid teachers, books and decent schools. Redirect the billions for
war to save our youth and pay for free universal health care for all.

LOW WAGES & WORKERS RIGHTS

Close to half of the workers in the U.S. are poor! 53 million workers between the
ages of 18 to 64 — 44% of all workers — qualify as low-wage. This amounts to a
median income of $18,000 per year. Amazon and Walmart refuse to respect workers
rights to unionize. Amazon even threatened to fire workers who spoke out against
climate change.

PENTAGON, THE WORLD’S BIGGEST POLLUTER, SHUT IT DOWN

Indigenous people courageously protected the Amazon rainforest from fires and
destruction. Now Australia is engulfed in flames threatening the existence of an
entire continent and killing millions of animals. Jakarta, Indonesia home to 30
million people is literally sinking, destroyed by flood waters. The capitalist climate
crisis threatens the entire planet. The Pentagon with it’s 800+ military bases and
endless wars is one of the world’s biggest polluters.

WAR BREEDS REPRESSION

Police departments across this country are militarized, increasing racism and
repression. Globally the US is number one in mass incarceration. Yet the problems
of drug addiction, despair and violence continue. Instead of investing in the
community, Johns Hopkins has hired a private armed police force.

ONLY THE PEOPLE CAN STOP THE WAR!
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The people of Baltimore are Marching on the Dr. King Jr. weekend. We invite you to
join us. If you cannot come to Baltimore, and we expect that many can’t, please hold
solidarity actions in your city, town, school or work place.

Now is the time to reclaim and honor Rev. Dr. King Jr. by resisting war and racism.

ENDORSE THE CALL

Endorsers: Peoples Power Assembly; Rev. CD Witherspoon; Rev. Annie Chambers,
Douglas Homes Community Leader; Youth Against War and Racism; Black Alliance
for Peace, Baltimore; ICE Out of Baltimore; Prisoners Solidarity Committee; The
Marlyn Barnes Family; Baltimore Peace Action; CODE Pink; Union del Barrio; Puerto
Rican Alliance; Popular Resistance; Union of Progressive Iranians; UNAC, United
National Antiwar Coalition; Harvard Boulevard Block Club of South Central Los
Angeles; Harriet Tubman Center for Social Justice; Plymouth Congregational United
Church of Christ; Peoples Alliance, Bay Area; Bail Out the People Movement,
Wisconsin; Women in Struggle/Mujeres en Lucha; Solidarity with Novorossiya &
Antifascists in Ukraine; Stand with Okinawa NY; International Concerned Family &
Friends of Mumia Abu-Jamal; Socialist Unity Party/Partido de Socialismo Unido;
Struggle - La Lucha; Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet, LA Province; Jennicet
Gutierrez; Phil Wilayto, editor, The Virginia Defender; William Camarada, Comité de
Solidaridad con Venezuela Alberto Lovera NYC; D19: Partido Libre USA Canada;
Baltimore City Green Party; Samidoun Palestinian Prisoner Solidarity Network;
Familia: TQLM; Malaya Movement, Baltimore; San Diego County Central Committee
of the Peace and Freedom Party of California; Communist Party of USA - Baltimore
Club; U.S. Peace Council; Freedom Road Socialist Organization; Ujima People’s
Progress Party; New Orleans Workers Group (list in formation)

Phone: 410-218-4835

On Facebook
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