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END POLICE TERROR! DEFEND BLACK UVEQ'

cmuoou.r * LA LUCHA

MILLIONS FACE EVICTION

The people

By Stephen Millies

A wave of evictions and foreclosures is com-
ing that can throw millions of people into the
street. The federal ban on kicking people out of
their apartments and houses — which only ap
plied to properties with U5, government-backed
mortgages — has already expired.

So have many of the state and local morato-
rums on evictions and foreclosures, although
some have been extended into August. As many
as 24 million people are at risk of being homeless
by the end of September. Part of the Columbus,
Ohie, conventlon center Is being tumed into an
evictions court

Most of those endangered are Black or Latinx
Asian, Indigenous and poor white families also
facedisaster.

Figures from the US. Census Bureau reveal
the size of the looming catastrophe. Close to 24
million families have lintle or no confidence that
they'll be able to pay thelr August rent,

Almost 15 million homeowners doubt they can
make their August mortgage payment,

Thirty-two percent of families were not able to
pay their July rent or mortgage payment on time.

A housing crisis was raging before the corona-
wirus pandemic erupted. The hundreds of thou-
zands of homeless people living on the street or
in shelters are just the tip of the keeberg. In 209,
there were 114,000 homeless students attending
MNew York City schools.

Rent accounts for over half of the budgets of
the poorest fifth of all families. Almost one in
soniseholds forked aver at least 30 per-
landlord or the bank

EVETY WO
centof thelr income t
holding their mortgage.

High rents force many families to live in over
crowded housing. That's one reason why so many
Black, Indigenous and Latinxe people are dying of
CiWID-19

None of the overcrowding and rent gouging are
the pesiilt of a housing short Greedy landlords
in New York Clty keep a quarter million apart-
ments empty in order to jack up the rent. That's
as criminal as hoarding food during a famine.

Fight back!
Thirty milllon people are unemployed, That's
almaost a fifth of the U5, workforce

Protesters in Pittsburgh call for rent
and mortgage freezes.

can stop it!

An-economic crisis was starting even before the
coronavirus hit. Den't believe the hype about a
rapid economic recovery. Many millions will con
rlme to be jobless

Vet Congress let the S600 weekly supplemental
unemployment compensation program die. These
payments were used by families to pay their rent
oF martgage. W are they supposed to do now?
he Great Depression of the 19108, the
Unemployed Councils organized by communists
fought evictions. When a sheriff tried to carry out
an eviction, dozens or hundreds of council mem-
bers were there to move a family's furniture back
into their home

Such actions forced Chicage's Mayor Anton
Cermak to ban evictions. With people on the
e wgress passed a National Housing Act in
1934, Tt saved many people’s homes from being
foreclosed by the banksters.

It has been the Black Lives Matter movement,
withmillionsof people in the st reet, that forced the
capitalist povernment to do anything at all. Wan
nabe dictator Trump is trying to crush the strug:
gle by sending his stormt roopers to Portland, Ore;
Seattle; Chicago; Kansa Mo and elsewhere

But the heroicWall of Moms in Portland pushed
Trump back. We need a wall of people around the
home of every family that the landlords are rry-
ing to evict. Awall of people can stop the banksters
from stealing a family’s house through foreclosure.

That's what housing groups and communi-
ty erganizations across the country want to do.
They have to be supported. We have to arganize,
organize, organize!

The labor movement has to speak out, just as
many unian leaders have endorsed the Black Lives
Matter movement

We need a new solidarity day. The AFL-CIO
should call demonstrations demanding a contin-
nation of unlimited $&00 per week supplemental
unemployment benefits and a halt o evictions
and foreclosures.

Nobody's home is foreclosed nor is anyone ever
evicted in socialist Cuba. One of the first acts of
theCuban Revolution was telimit afamily’s com-
bined rent and utility bill to no more than 10 per-
cent of their income.

That's what we need. Landlords and banksters
e to e abaol lshed along wirh the racist police,

Wie have to fight like Dr, King fought. The power
of the people can stop evictions and foreclosures.
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Border wall threatens
burial sites

By Zola Fish

Members of the Kumeyaay Nation gathered in
Boulevard, Calif, on June 30 to halt the building
of Donald Trump's border wall. The Army Corps
of Engineets has been using dynamite to blast an
existing wall which is kcated on sacred burial sites
of the Kumeyaay ancestors. Indigenous artifaces
and bones have been found at the blasting site.

nmany of the hundred s of protesters were mem-
bers of the Kumeyaay Original Peoples Alliance.
Additionally, members of the American Indian
Movement, Warriors of Awareness, the Leonard
Peltier Defense Commirtee and Hlack Lives Mat-
ter were in attendance, along with allies from
other organizations. Marchers chanted, "We
didn’t cross the borderd The border crossed us!”

According to the organizer, Cyn Parada from
the La Posta band of Kumeyaay, "Customs and
Border Patrol [CBP] has not worked in good faith
o permit monitors.”

The Kumeyaay are native to both San Diego
County and Northern Baja Californda. The bor-
der wall divides their tribal lands. The Kumeyaay
are now divided into bands all over the east and
north county sections of San 0.

The blasting was stopped for the day, but will
continue. Cyn Parada explained that the demon-
stration was meant to draw attention to the
seheduled construction, which she sald 1= just
one example of a project that did not do enough
to safeguard the ancestral lands of local tribes

Blue Eagle Vigil, 2 member of the Viejas band
of Kumeyaay, said, “We're sick and tired of not
being at the table when our ancestors are being
dug up"
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