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COVID-19:

Facts disprove U.S.
charges against China

By Scott Scheffer

The US. campaign of
slander against China
regarding its response
to the coronavirus can't
be seen only as electoral
damage control for Don-
ald Trump, nor should
it be interpreted only
as friction between two
economic rivals with bil-
lions of dollars at stake.

Not that those aren’t
factors. But, even with
its historic concessions
to the global capitalist
economy, the leadership of the
Chinese Communist Party show-
cases the superiority of socialist
planning in the fight against the
coronavirus and points toward a
future where private ownership
can be eliminated.

The anti-china prupafanda,
along with Trump's trade war
and growing Pentagon threats
toward China, are all part of the
global class struggle.

The danger for the US. ruling
class is that literally millions of
young people in the U.s. are al-
ready fed up with the capitalist
agenda of racism, war and gaping
inequality, and since the election
campaign of Bernie Sanders the
fear of uttering the word “social-
ism" seems to have evaporated.

Exposing the lies about China
is an important part of building
a fightback movement against
rampant U.S. capitalism and
imperialism.

China did not conceal anything
about the outbreak.

on Dec. 31, 2019, China com-
plied with International Health
Regulations — the United Na-
tions’ system of monitoring
potential epidemics — and no-
tified the World Health Organi-
zation (WHO) that there were 27
cases of a mysterious pneumo-
nia-like illness in Wuhan, capital
of Hubei province. Nothing was
known yet about its ability to
spread pre-symptomatically or
from humans to humans.

©On Jan. 12, Chinese scientists
shared the virus's genome via
the internet. It was the fastest
this was ever accomplished.

On Jan. 2z, President Xi Jin-
ping spoke personally with Ger-
man cChancellor Angela Merkel
and French President Emmanuel
Macron about the outbreak. mMa
Xiawei, the head of China's Na-
tional Health Commission, spoke
with U5, Secretary of Health and
Human Services Alex Azar on Jan.

A medical brigade from eastern China left Wuhan
April 8 after helping to beat back the pandemic.

27, and senior Chinese diplomat
yang Jiechi spoke directly with
china’s most rabid accuser —
secretary of State Mike Pompeo.
I fact, according to a recent
timeline published by China to
refute the slanders being spread
by the U5, China briefed the U.s.
on coronavirus epidemic preven-
tion on Feb. 3 for the 3oth time!

The novel irus was not

shi zhengli compared the
DINA to every virus sample
at the lab. All of the sam-
ples there were of viruses
from previous outhreaks
— too dissimilar to be the
W cause of COVID-19.

Viral samples at the wiv
lab are handled with strict
protocols, as they are in
all Biosafety Level 4 lab-
oratories. Some samples
are chemically deactivat-
ed for study and all sam-

ples are frozen in liguid
nitrogen and then kept in
a freezer set to minus o
degrees Celsius. All technicians
wear double sets of personal pro-
tective equipment (PPE).

There have been accidents that
resulted in shutdowns of simi-
lar laboratories. One such shut-
down occurred at a Us. lab at Fort
Detrick, Md., in August 2019. But
none have occurred at the v lab.

China acted to correct Wuhan
thorities for the reprimand

manufactured.

scientists from Scripps Re-
search Institute published the
results of a study in the journal
Mature Medicine on March 17. It
is the most widely cited infor-
mation on the origin of the vi-
rus that causes COVID-19. “Our
analyses clearly show that SARS-
Cov-2 is not a laboratory con-
struct or a purposefully manipu-
lated virus," they wrote.

They point to two pieces of
evidence that they consider
conclusive:

First, the virus's ability to at-
tach itself to human cells so suc-
cessfully indicates it happened
through natural selection — not
human engineering. And second,
the molecular structure resem-
bles wiruses found in bats and
pangolins more closely than it
resembles any of the six other
identified coronaviruses that in-
fect humans.

“These two features of the vi-
rus ... Tule out laboratory manip-
ulation as a potential origin for
SARS-Cov-2" concluded Kris-
tian Anderson of Scripps.

There was no accident at lab in
Wouhan that “leaked™ the virus.
The Wuhan Institute of Vi-
rology (WIV) is one of about 50
high-security labs that study in-
fectious microbes in the world.
At this particular lab, they study
coronavirus samples taken from
bats. After the genome of SARS-
Cov-2 was shared with the rest of
the world by China, lab scientist

of Dr Li Wenliang.

Dr Li, an ophthalmologist who
worked at Wuhan Central Hos-
pital, noticed a number of cases
of a pneumonia-like illness that
presented similarities with the
deadly SARS virus. He shared
his observation with colleagues
on an internal email network.
0On Dec. 31, Wuhan police repri-
manded him for “spreading false
information.”

News of the incident spread
across social media. When cen-
tral leaders in Beijing learned of
it, they, in turn, reprimanded the
authorities in Wuhan. The may-
or of Wuhan and police officials
apologized publicly.

sadly, Dr Li died from COVID-19
in February. But, Li was not a
“whistleblower” The efforts to
learn ahout COVID-19 and prevent
a health catastrophe were under-
way in china before Dec. 31 In
fact, that is the same day that the
first notice to the WHO took place.

In the 1.5, millions have lost
their livelihoods overnight. The
deadly virus has hit oppressed
communities — where deep pov-
erty blocks access to health care
— the hardest. The racist prison
system is now a massive network
of death traps. Seniurstraplrjed in
nursing homes run for profit are
dying in startling numbers.

This disaster can't be assigned
just to Trump or to the Republican
Party. The blame belongs on the
doorstep of capitalism. The diver-
sion created by slanders against
china has to be exposed.
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Free them all now!

National day of
protest May 30

The recently refounded National Alli-
ance Against Racist and Political Repression
(NAARPR) calls upon all its members, com-
rades, friends and allies to join in a national
day of protest on May 30, 2020, at 3 p.am. East-
ern Standard Time.

We as a movement have been agitated into
taking mass, united action, not by the pan-
demic alone, but even more significantly by
the federal government and the financial
lords and barons of Wall Street who, driven by
their own greed and lust for political power,
are willing to sacrifice the lives, health, safety
and well-being of the people; who deem their
profits and their continuing plunder of the
national treasury more .
important than the lives
of the people.

We will be protesting
to stop the racist mur-
der and wiolence that
this administration has
willfully unleashed. Not
only is the government
standing by as cCOVID-19
ravages African Amer-
ican, Latink and In-
digenous communities
— inciting mass Black
death with its calls to
reopen the economy —
but the police and racist
vigilantes continue to
brazenly hunt and kill Black folks while th
sleep in their beds and on open roads in bro.
daylight. We are protesting the murders of Ah-
maud Arbery in Brunswick, Ga,, and Breonna
Taylor in Louisville, Ky, because they are out-
rages that demand justice. This lynch-style,
racist terrorism must stop, and perpetrators
must be punished.

We are calling for this united action to pro-
test genocidal §uvemment policies that have
allowed city and county jails, federal and state
prisons, juvenile detention jails and immi-
grant detention centers to become hotbeds for
COVID-19 infections and death camps for mil-
lions. Who are the human beings incarcerated
in these so-called correctional facilities?

They are overwhelmingly essed Black
and Brown people, LGBTQ and Trans people
and poor white, working-class people. They
come to jails and prisons in large part from
the 140 million poor people living in the ..
They cannot voluntarily social distance them-
selves. Their confinement prevents them from
taking action to protect themselves from
death-causing infections. Their continued
imprisonment under these circumstances is
an act of genocide.

We must help them. The prisoners of Cook
County jail in Chicago managed to write on one
of the windows of the jail: HELP WE MATTER 2.

We are calling this united action to help pro-
tect all prisoners from COVID-19 infections
and death by demanding that all prisoners be
liberated from the death car;llgs that U.5. pris-
ons have become. We demand that the presi-
dent, governors and mayors, prosecutors and
judges take immediate steps to depopulate
jails, prisons, immigrant detention centers
and juvenile facilities.

in Chicagor
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