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The Trump regime has launched a cowardly sneak attack on two countries with
which the U.S. is not at war. The murders of Iran’s Gen. Qassem Soleimani and
Iraq’s Abu Mahdi Mohandas are calculated to unleash more war and destruction
across the entire region. It follows the murder of 25 Iraqi soldiers by the U.S. Air
Force four days earlier.

These murders are crimes against peace, the highest war crime under international
law. They are a global version of Cointelpro, the U.S. government secret program
which murdered dozens of Black, Latinx and Indigenous leaders in the 1960s and
1970s.

New reports say U.S. Marines are “arresting” (translation: kidnapping) elected Iraqi
legislators. The racist settler regime of Israel is collaborating with the White House
and Pentagon in escalating this war. 

Soliemani led fight against ISIS

”The  U.S.  act  of  international  terrorism,  targeting  and  assassinating  Gen.
Soleimani–who led the most effective force fighting Daesh (ISIS),  al-Nusrah,  al-
Qaida, et al.–is extremely dangerous and a foolish escalation,” said Iran’s Foreign
Minister Javad Zarif on Twitter.  “The U.S. bears responsibility for all consequences
of its rogue adventurism.”

Huge profits and investments at stake

Who could want such a thing? The energy interests that dominate the Trump White
House, and the banks that fund them want it most of all. Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo’s  political  career  was  paid  for  by  Koch  Industries,  a  major  fracking
profiteer. Big Energy has come to depend on war in oil-rich West Asia and North
Africa. Now they are in a crisis, as headlines in The Wall Street Journal (WSJ) attest:

“Energy Producers Face Big Tab After Shale Oil Bonanza,” the WSJ wrote on Jan. 1.

https://twitter.com/JZarif/status/1212946202280579073?s=20
https://www.wsj.com/articles/energy-producers-new-years-resolution-pay-the-tab-for-the-shale-drilling-bonanza-11577880001
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“The bill is coming due for the shale industry’s price war with OPEC, with North
American oil-and-gas companies having more than $200 billion of debt maturing
over the next four years,” begins the article that follows.

“Oil Prices to Slide Despite OPEC Cuts, Banks Predict,” the WSJ wrote on Dec. 23. 

“Energy Giants Confront Glut With Wave of Write-Downs,” reported a Dec. 20 WSJ
headline. 

In a Dec. 15 article headlined, “Shale Slowdown Takes Economic Toll,“ the WSJ
quoted Federal Reserve Bank economist Michael Plante: “The boom time is done at
this point, unless oil prices go up significantly.” 

“Manufacturers Face New Threat From Fracking Slump,” read a Dec. 15 headline. 

Nonetheless, “Big Investors Showing Love to Gas Fields Others Shun,” the WSJ
reported on Dec. 26. Among those buying up unprofitable fields is Trump ally and
Dallas  Cowboys  owner  Jerry  Jones.  More  important,  ExxonMobil  and  Chevron
announced major investments in the Permian Basin earlier this year, despite falling
prices. “The next era of shale drilling is likely to be led by the major oil companies,”
the WSJ commented. 

The global energy glut also imperils the profits that U.S. banks hope to make off the
public offering of Saudi ARAMCO, the world’s biggest oil company, and U.S.-Israeli
plans to market stolen Palestinian gas in Europe. Trillions of dollars in profits and
investments are at stake. 

The U.S.  wars against  Iraq,  Libya and Syria brought huge profits  to Corporate
America, especially energy firms. They made possible the fracking boom, into which
major banks and corporations poured hundreds of billions of dollars. But it was a
bubble, and that bubble has collapsed. The Trump regime is betting that a major war
can bring it back.
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War on Iran is war on the working class here

War with Iran may further enrich bankers and billionaires, but it will only bring
disaster to working-class and oppressed communities here. Dr. Martin Luther King
said, “The bombs that fall in Vietnam explode here.” The same is true of the bombs
and missiles the U.S. drops on West Asia and North Africa. 

The $758 billion military budget comes at the expense of our food stamps, our
schools, hospitals, housing, libraries and transit systems. Why can’t we have free
medical care and college like so many other countries? Where is the money to
provide clean drinking water to Flint, Newark and other U.S. cities? Where is the
money to repair hurricane damage in Puerto Rico? 

We will also pay the cost of this war at the gas pump and in the cost of heating oil
this winter. 

The  war  is  also  meant  to  save  and strengthen the  fracking industry,  which  is
poisoning Native and rural communities across the U.S. and is a major cause of
cancer. It is also a major source of climate-changing methane. 

Monopoly media rally around war 

The corporate media have roasted Trump for impairing U.S. intervention in Ukraine.
But  they  are  gloating  over  the  Trump  regime’s  completely  illegal  targeted
assassinations.

Some Democrat  politicians have offered milquetoast  criticism of  this  dangerous
escalation. Nancy Pelosi is concerned that Trump went around Congress. But will
they act now to stop this war? Will they impeach Trump for crimes against peace
and violating the War Powers Act? Will they get all U.S. troops, ships, planes and
military assets out of the region now? 
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The people must intervene

We cannot rely on bourgeois politicians. We need urgent mass action in the streets
and in the workplace to stop this war!  

Hands off  Iran! U.S.  out of  West Asia and North Africa! No more wars for oil
monopoly profits! Bring all U.S. troops, ships and planes home now! End sanctions
now! End all aid to the racist state of Israel! Money for schools, health care and
housing, not the Pentagon and the CIA!
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