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Tens of millions in this country and around
the world justifiably want to see the right-
wing bully, racist, misogynist bigot Trump
brought down. But they are being forced to
choose between Trump, who wants to
blame his troubles on Ukraine, and the
camp that wants to attack Russia.
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Nov. 16 — The Democratic Party leadership has chained the progressive masses to a
defense of U.S. ruling-class militarism as the price for impeaching Trump.

Tens of millions in this country and around the world justifiably want to see the
right-wing bully, racist, misogynist bigot Trump brought down. But they are being
forced to choose between Trump, who wants to blame his troubles on Ukraine, and
the camp that wants to attack Russia.

This a completely false and dead-end choice.

This line of argument has been set forth by Nancy Pelosi, Steny Hoyer, Adam Schiff
and company, their lawyers and their corporate backers. The political masterminds
behind this impeachment strategy have set up the proceedings to be especially
harmful to the workers and the oppressed.

Legitimate reasons to want Trump out
Let us recount some of the legitimate reasons that people want to get rid of Trump.

He called Mexicans rapists and criminals on his first day running for office and has
continued to vilify immigrants ever since. He has forced migrants fleeing gangs and
death squads fostered by puppet imperialist governments away from the U.S.
southern border.

Trump cruelly separated families at the border, put children in cages and moved
children and parents hundreds of miles apart without any way of reuniting them.
And he has waged a war on Black and Latinx immigrants, calling Africa and Haiti
“shithole” countries, and more.

Trump also tried to ban Muslims from the country. He has been sued by 14 women
for sexual assault. He has bragged about abusing women and grabbing their
genitals.
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He has moved legally against LGBTQ2S peoples’ rights. He has pardoned war
criminals and reactionaries. He has used the White House to constantly enrich
himself.

Silence on tax breaks, deregulation, U.S. militarism and aggression

As for his attitude toward the ruling class, Trump has handed the military record
budgets and given the commanders wide authority to launch operations in the field,
despite disparaging NATO. He has plied the bosses and bankers with tax breaks to
the tune of $1.5 trillion. He has given the corporate plunderers gifts of
environmental and safety deregulation, while plundering and poisoning the land, sea
and air — all the while characterizing the very real danger of climate change as a
hoax.

As the impeachment hearings are going on, the Trump administration is waging war
on the Bolivian Indigenous leader, three-time President Evo Morales. Bolivian
generals trained in subversion and repression by the U.S. School of the Americas put
the Bolivian masses under assault.

At the same time, Trump and Pompeo have been trying to overthrow the
progressive, anti-imperialist Venezuelan government of Nicolas Maduro.

The Pentagon has moved to seize Syria’s oil wells and has assisted Turkish president
Recip Erdogan in persecuting the Syrian Kurds.

Not a word about all this in the hearings.
Yovanovitch the ‘corruption fighter’

Marie Yovanovitch, former ambassador to Ukraine and a star witness for the
Democrats, was presented as a brave “corruption fighter.” Her testimony followed a
State Department official, George Kent, and another U.S. diplomat in Ukraine,
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William Taylor.

One may ask who gave any U.S. official the right to investigate “corruption” in
another country. If the Cubans or the Russians sent officials to investigate
corruption in the U.S., they would have to send massive delegations to K Street, the
White House and all federal offices of the U.S. capitalist government, because the
U.S. ruling class governs by corruption. In addition, state houses and city halls are
virtually occupied by lobbyists from every type of business group and individual
corporations. But no such thing would ever be permitted here. That would be
denounced as meddling in the internal affairs of a sovereign country.

The criminal behavior of Biden

Joe Biden’s connection to Ukraine is that he pressed to get Ukraine into the
imperialist European Union and into an anti-Russian alliance with the U.S. after the
elected Ukrainian government of Victor Yanukovich was overthrown in a U.S.-
orchestrated fascist coup in February 2014.

The Obama-Biden administration collaborated with fascist elements to put a right-
wing government in power in Kiev. It is important to go back to the tape-recorded
phone conversation between Assistant Secretary of State Victoria Nuland and
Geoffrey Pyatt, the U.S. ambassador to Ukraine, in February 2014.

The European Union was planning a soft takeover of Ukraine, trying to undermine
that country’s economic ties with Russia. The U.S. intervened in its own interests by
encouraging fascist mobs to call for the overthrow of the elected government. The
Ukraine Parliament pulled the police off the streets, allowing the mobs to break up
the parliament. That is when Nuland made the infamous “Fuck the EU” comment, in
which she openly expressed Washington’s preference for the ultra right-wing
Fatherland Party, rife with fascists, to take over the government. (Washington Post,
Feb. 6, 2014). When the smoke cleared, the Fatherland Party was in office and
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President Yanukovych was forced to flee.

Washington’s takeover of Ukraine was part of a plan to complete the encirclement of
Russia and to reinstall a Yeltsin-type regime to do its bidding.

Between 1999 and 2004, despite Washington’s earlier pledges not to do so, the U.S.
extended NATO'’s reach to surround Russia. During this period, Poland, Hungary,
the Czech Republic, Bulgaria, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Romania, Slovakia and
Slovenia all joined NATO. Only Ukraine, which also shares a long border with
Russia, remained outside the imperialist military alliance.

The war in the Donbass

There is no disputing the fact that the $400 million in aid voted by Congress was
held up by Trump in his corrupt attempt to extort the Zelensky government to open
up public investigations of the Bidens and Burisma as well as alleged Ukranian
interference in U.S. elections in 2016. But this aid was meant to fight off the people
of East Ukraine, who have resisted the right-wing regime in Kiev. They don’t want
the International Monetary Fund or the European Union or U.S. imperialism to
dictate their form of government. The $400 million was to give tank-killing missiles
to Kiev to stop their righteous resistance.

The resistance is supported militarily by Russia. It is part of the geopolitical struggle
between Washington and Moscow, but the support for the Donbass resistance is
progressive. And so was the seizure of Crimea, which, like Donbass, is largely a
Russian speaking area.

The imperialist bureaucrats who testified at the impeachment hearings are being
hailed as heroes for fighting to get weapons to be used against a justified people’s
war in East Ukraine.

Lost in all the criminality is the fact that Hunter Biden got $50,000 a month from
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Burisma, the first privately owned natural gas company in Ukraine. This means that
Biden makes more for a month than most workers in Ukraine make in a year — for
just being Joe Biden’s son. Was Hunter Biden an expert in natural gas? Was he a
corporate wizard? Or was he simply the son of the U.S. vice president? His position
is a clear case of pure nepotism and influence peddling in the wake of the fascist
overthrow. Yet he is being depicted as a victim by the Democratic Party leadership.

Impeachment a trap for the workers and oppressed

The Democratic Party leadership has carefully orchestrated these hearings to
exclude all subjects that are of concern to the progressive masses. There has not
been a word about corporate giveaways, accelerated destruction of the environment,
record military budgets, massive and growing inequality, wage erosion,
underemployment, poverty, food deprivation or voter suppression in their calls to
save their “democracy.”

All the capitalist media have broadcast this reactionary circus. No commentators
have criticized the politicians for leaving out the genuine concerns of the people.
This has been one big election maneuver for the Demcratic Party leadership in the
run-up to the 2020 elections. It has been one great evasion of the real burning issues
of mass concern. It has revealed in bold relief the fraud of capitalist
parliamentarism.

If there were any semblance of democracy in this process, mass organizations would
have been given the opportunity to frame the questions, call and cross-examine
witnesses from the ruling-class establishment and frame the articles of impeachment
in accord with the needs and desires of the people.

Of course nothing even approaching this is possible under capitalist democracy,
which is designed to foster the interests of capital and suppress any anti-capitalist
dissent.
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What is really needed is a mass mobilization, a giant coalition of the workers’ and
community organizations, student and immigrant rights groups, women’s and
LGBTQ?2S organizations, to mobilize on the ground and drive, not just Trump, but
the capitalist politicians, the government bureaucrats and the lobbyists from their
positions of privilege and political strongholds. This would be preliminary to
launching an attack on capitalism itself.

Posted to lowwagecapitalism.com on Nov. 17, 2019.
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