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While Revolutionaries
as Individuals can be
murdered, you cannot
kill ideas.

Thomas Sankara
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Sunday, October 27, 2019 at 5:00 PM - 6:30 PM EDT
2011 N Charles St, Baltimore, MD 21218

A documentary film about Thomas Sankara, former president of Burkina Faso. We
are showing this inspiring film to commemorate the assassination of Thomas
Sankara, who was known as “the African Che.”

FREE & OPEN TO ALL! DOORS OPEN AT 5 PM

From Struggle - La Lucha for Socialism:
Thomas Sankara “Africa’s Che Guevara”

On Oct. 15, 1987, Thomas Sankara, Burkina Faso’s West African revolutionary
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leader, was assassinated. Sankara, a Marxist and revolutionary, has been nicknamed
“Africa’s Che Guevara.”

It is interesting to note that at a time when youth have focused the world’s attention
on the dire issue of climate crisis, and workers and Indigenous people in Ecuador
are rising up against the International Monetary Fund’s austerity demands — that
Sankara spearheaded major programs in both areas.

He promoted and led a massive people’s campaign called the “One village, one
grove” program to combat desertification of the Sahel (the area between the Sahara
Desert and Sudanian Savanna). Over 10 million trees were planted. That legacy lives
on.

Under Sankara’s leadership, Burkina Faso nationalized land and mineral wealth and
refused aid from the International Monetary Fund and World Bank, which incurred
the wrath of both U.S. and French imperialism.

This began in 1983, when a group of revolutionaries under the leadership of 33-year-
old Thomas Sankara led a popular revolt that took power.

One of the first acts of Sankara and the new revolution was to rename the colonial
Upper Volta to Burkina Faso, which means “The Land of the Upright People” in
Mossi. It was an act in defiance of French imperialism, which had coined the name
“Upper Volta.” Burkina Faso was meant to instill people’s pride.

In just four years, amazing progress was made. Education and health care were
made a priority. A national literacy campaign was developed and 2.5 million children
were vaccinated against yellow fever, meningitis and measles. Women were
appointed to government positions and their status was elevated so that they could
go to school and work outside the home. Forced marriages, polygamy and female
genital mutilation were all outlawed.
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The assassination of Thomas Sankara and the overturn of this amazing revolution is
reminiscent of the Paris Commune. While brief, the revolution’s legacy deserves to
be studied and remembered by generations to come. The spirit of revolution
continues today in the fight of the workers and Indigenous people in Ecuador and
those in the streets everywhere fighting capitalist crisis and imperialist domination
and war.

Thomas Sankara, presente!

On Facebook

https://www.struggle-la-lucha.org/2019/10/22/baltimore-oct-27-special-film-screening-of-thomas-sankara-the-upright-man/


https://www.facebook.com/events/823493611399727/
https://www.struggle-la-lucha.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/strugglelalucha256.png

